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Overcoming Anarchy in the
Advanced Language Class

John R. Gutitrrez

OCTOBER l9u9 maiked the ten-vca. annivtrsarr ot
the publcation of SocngtA rhrorgh Wudon, rhe report
ssucd hy thc PrcsidcnCs Commission on Foreign Lan-
guagcs and I coational Studies. Much has hapFencd
in thc fo.cisn llnsuasc-teach ins profe$ion in rhe pa$
dc.ade. Fo..xamFlc, many statcs havemlndared mo.e
studv offo.eisn laneuag$ in their hish schools, and
numcrous collcgcs and univeEiries hlve reinsrated lar-
guagc rcquncmcnts tha.vcrc climinarcd in thc seveD'
ries. Hoseve., in spite ofdllthe curcnt adivity in thc
seconclary schools and thc vigorous rest.u(urinC of
. n i \ 1 r , .  r . . r , l . . . . ' -  . . . - . v -  . " . . , a "  r -

sr!uction, one ana that sccms imprcgnablc r. change
is th€ colleselevel advanced lansuasc .la$.

A sense ofan.rchy rems to Fcrvadc rhctrpicalad-
vanccd language clas. More often than rot, lacultv
mcmbcF tca.hing thcsc courscs hlre no sense of
rvhcrc thcy orc going or whac they cxpect sudents to
do bctond perhaps ! vaeue hope dr.t students will
b , b . '  |  , d r  c  n  h " r  r s .  r a r g u , g - " f o

complcnnc thc courq Thcre is virtually no atrcn,!l
to coo.dinate multisecrioned clases, for these clasc
usually do not fallundcr tle pu^,ies ofrhe reachn,s-
a$isrant coordindto. ar institutions whcrc lancuace
iNauctio. iscar.ied out rlmost cx.lusn'cly bygradu'
ate rea.hirig assistants. lfth.rc is any a.n.ulation be-
rween one levrl aDd d\e nexr, ir is sup.rf,.ial,t bcst.
A n d " l  ' o . ;  

! . r , .  r  r _ .  r ' l .  g , r  ' d  g , n
trr th. adrancc.l ldnsuagc sequcncc, tcachcn of sub-
sequent litenturc courscs complain that most studenrs
cannor wriie o. speak $ell enough to expres thcm'
sclves adequately in thelangua$. Thtse teaches, ho$'
evcr, oftcn 6il t. scc tlremselves as pr.t ofelrher thc
problcm or thcsolutrcn. As L.mbert ponxs our, "We

tnin millions ofstu{lcnts uF to rvhat I c,ll 'abomina-

ble flutncy' . . . I\Vlc rcally cannot talk aboutceat-
ing d uscful Fool of languaec .onpctcncies for rhe
mtion until uc flesh out our inst.udional capacu!
a t  the  h ishe.  sk i l l l e re ls "  ( l ) .  The pu .pose o f rh is  fa '
per is to addrcs thc .haotic tcaching of producfive
skiLis(that is, spcakineand rvritind in advanced-le!.1
laneudge.lasses, tu point to na;or problcms, aod ro
offer a lcw potcntial solution-. foundcd on cmpni.allv
based rcsearch on sccond'langu,sc acquisition.

I {ill hcsin {'ith a discussion of thc 'tonlcFation

coursi as,t is taucht i. the llpical .uri.nlum. Th.
cou*€ n usu!llv o.eani?ed around topi.s srlcctcd bv
thr inst.uctor to fonn rhe basis ofthe ddily di-{usion.
T h  1  : , l l y , . n r " . o r '  J , e n r a  , b " h  n
thiscount.y and in d1c counrryofthe targerlanguas..
The .la$ rcscmblcs an open forum: the insrucror
presents a s..'cs ot qucsnoDs or staiemcnts gcrmanc
ro rhe topic ofth€ day, and thc studcnrs are expected
to .espond. Most ol thesc classes do not include {or-
mal instn,ction in snmnar-the studerts at thcrc
' 'a  l  ,o  p ,a  .  -  p -J l  Inc  ' l  -  , le  .  ,pu  'C-

Grading in n,ch classes usualllposcs a problem be-
cause it is difficult for thc inst.uctor to be objecrive.
Gradns is bdsed on such fartos N srudenrs' arren-
dan.c and appareot willingnes to .onvcs., nthc.
' h ' n  o  , - .  o h c  v e  1 4  .  o l  i p . . . 1 . 1  n
speakins ability. Olicn drese courses do not havc tcxc
books, and to stinulale conve*ation, th. instrucror
will Frequcntly us. phorocopied selections f.om mrsu,
uines and ncssplpcs. The srafiins ofrhese.la$cs s
oftcn rcserled for native speakcrs, faculty mcmbcrs
and tca.h,ng asistants !vho, in spite olhaving rorcd
high enoush on thc TOEFL to hc admkred to the

eraduare prognh, do not h.ve sufficienr prolicienLy
r '  t r r l .  h  o  '  "  1 .  ' -  ; t - l  L r . u  "  o  r r .  r :

shich rhey {ould be exp.rtcd ro make elemenr!,!

eammarical erpldnari{hs in En.slislr. tlccause rhest
cou6es a.e viewed rvithin a languagc dcpanrnent as
rcquirhg littLe or no facuhy FrcFa.otio., chairs olten
a$ien them to rcduce the fd.uhy \ro.k loads w,rhout
simukaneouslr reducing the course loa.ts mrndared
b_! rhc ldni.isx.alion.

If a scqucn.e .f convesarioD cou.ses is off.rcd, drere
is rarely iny articulation of one level rvith thc nextl
srudtnts in ! hiehcr leveldo a littlc m.rc of s'har rhe!
did in the prcvious cou6e. Furtheroorc, thcrc rs rarely

Th! atrior i,A$(idr Ptul,e' m,/1d Dqrd).n.n. o/Spdni,h,
Itdli,, and Porn,sur dr P.nnllLdnd St{! Unnerirr TiE

.  r ' e _ i d .  " D J  - .

t-6 Jrnc l9E/, in CidndE!ilk, \iisin,d.
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.dr coordiDarior of muhis(tioned con!e6ation
o r l L l l . r  ' r c  .  l  n o  o n m  n | '

srudcrts to pfun,n thc lansuagc dcpariNcnt for pcr

nission to uLc a s!.on.l .oDv*s.tioD d!$ a! dre s.n,.
lerel after hcrung from classdates nr othc. s.-i.ns
rhat profcsor X's t.dchng n.rhod d,ffcrs ndicalh
fton thctr cuirenr t.r.hc.'s. In c$en.e, the attempts
.t Lruil.ling skilh ar rhs lc!.I la.k nattmati. orgat"-
zatt,n ancl tcnd to be. as Kalvoda sa1s, "teeble and

\,1u.h has been publlshcd in rcc.nt ytars on t$dr
rng tcthniques that can bc uscd to cnhan.c spokn,g
skills. For exernfle, KeN.h crnicizes teache.o.iented
.onrol ot (he cla$, Nhcrcbl thc t.adrcr is in com-
plctc chargc of'turns at talk" and. as o corscqucncc,

r  1 " . . .  '  p " l  _  ' d e  ' ' T

little motivation ftrr $u.lcnts to listcn to onc anothcf,
and Lhc only motnrtion tu listen to dre teaclrcr is thc

fcar of Lerrg cNght shon of iD ansver" (176).

Ktumsch .eoes .n to sugs.st that wc nust rcach s'"-
dcn ts  to  io i r i . t c  tu rns ,  s inLc  th is  sk i l l  i s  nor  aucomlL
icrll.v rr.n5fcrcd ftom tht native languagc, and shc

' " . '  I  L  ' , ,  , , , " . n s r ,  - l  l

ouslr. in a cours. \vherc tht nstructor .ont.ols turns

ar ralking. rhcr. is litde opporruniry t(, approath na!

ural iDtcoctbn amon! sp.akcn. An cffort must bt

mad. to "bro,dcn thc dis.ourse oprions" (ti9). On.
\r,r t. maxinri:r tht dis.ourse oFtions in a conltrsr-
oon da$ is torsort togroup *ort. Scvcnl Lcscarchtn
ol sccond'langurge acquisition h'!c pointcJ out the
positnc.ffc.s thdt thls can h3vc.n languagc l.a.nes
Crouf "o.k has 11,c adv!.tac. ofprcpa.iDg students
ro use the r.rset l.neuaee in natur.l setti.ss (All-
. . . . , .  d r r h .  ( 1  I d L ,  \ h .  h ^ r r , . , .

' ' /  
c  

'  '  ' b  r  t
r iN ica l l y  Rt r i la rd  ro  l i s ren  "hen anorher  s .udcr .
or rhc instfu.tor is sp.aking (Vat Licd. Chaudron,
in Nhat is pcrhaps th€ mosr (horoush r.vicrl alail'

dLle d th€ rcscar.h on second'lansuasc acquisition
perlormcd ovcr th. pa$ diirtr ycrrs, .ites seteral

rc.cnt studi.s th.t shoN that nore lansurge use, and
po$ibh n.re.onplcx and no lesgrammaticaut cor

. n b  p  d \ r "  . l .  i n
rcncr {irh thcir pees in snall enups (99).

Onc ofthe.er$n! frolesos adopt thc t.'dltional

tcachcrfrontcLt n,cthod in thc convc6ati{rn courst s
i{, b. iblt to hoDitor srud.n ts' cnor. lirchers usnrg

such tradittnal nteLhods arc somciim.s rcluctant to

asign gn,up rvork lor fcar rhat studcns rvilltontrn-
inatc onc rnother rith their etro6. A rudv caried
out b1 Porter, loNcvcr, shorvs that a mcrc l% of thc

sp.aking .noG N!d. durirs srcup Nork fue ffrns-
:  f  l  l  ,  f  l  , n  '  -

scrcralnserrch fndlngs on sc.on,l ldngudg. a.quEL
tnn Nnd thcir impl,..tn,ns lor ihe .lassrooni, \t.'
l'� r.n pontrs out rhat onc of rht earthsherteflne

findines, and ore that "uslally cvohcs arguncnt
anong languagc teachcn" (2ll), is thrt dire.t e.io.
'  r r . . ' . . n o ,  l - p r o r e  . ' d  r r p . n .  ) .  - c .
tic accuracy. Three studies tha! supFort this findils
ntn canicd out by Plann, Hollcy and Kins, and
Dlonk ("Giammatic!1 l'r.cticc'). In .lasses where er-
r.r cotrc.tion rvas abs.nt and vhc.c the acriviLies had

o n r :  , r  r ' r ' , ,  L d  l l r , o  L o f p o o F r
gnnmar than sudens showed iD cla$es where mc'
chlnical p.acti.t and ove( e.ior coocffion accom'
panicd rhe comnunicative activirics. It n nrkins nr

notc that, in fact, the uncorccted crouF tcndcd to

commit fclvc. cro.s in speaking (Dvorak, "Grammar

' h -  
J p p  r o b e L t t  . o  r  n  I  g " n i

zation of manv .onvc6atioD co!6$. Th. Frcmsc
srems io be ihat if the studena do thcu home*ork
and come to cla$ thc rcquired numbcr oftimcs, th.y
uill bccome .onversant in rhe mrgct languagc !ftc.
takins thc .ourses for . senester oL rro. Whilc thc
hrphaza.d activirics th!r chanctt.k. thc thditional
convesat ioncou6c n ,gh t ,ncrersedres tu l tenc ' rb i l -
it! 'o expre$ rhemschrs, som€ impo.tant leii.al, mor-
pholocic!1. syn!!.ti., or so.,olinsuisti. lcatu.ts ol thc
hnguagc mrght be ovcrlooked. The feantes selected
for pncticc may not be the nos use{ul. The cla$ f€.-
rice must be dilcNc cnough to mal. stddcnrs com-
pctcnt ln drc hundreds of lunctioDs tlut a languas!

serves. The onlytunction th.t is not rvidelv pn-i.ed

in the raditnrn.l .onveGation cousc sc.ms &) bc that

ot supporting opinlon.
]t n both f.ust.ating and encoumging that potcn-

nalsolufu,ns to these problcnn cxin. Ntrncrous li$s

oflinsuistic fundioDs have bccn dcvred (van Ek and
Alcxandcr; Munby), and Guntcrnann and PhilLps
providc.n exrcnsilc.nc that comp.ises or€r one hun-
.lrcd fun.tions (26-ll). ln.luded a.e sode otthe mosr
elementary functions, such as "grccting and takn'g
leavc of odrca," as rvcll as more sophi$icited ones,
like "pesu^dins, .onvincins, explaining, and hrpoth-
es iz ing . "  Such a  lc t .ou ld  sc rvc  no t  on ly  to  o rganuc
a sinsle convcsation cousc but aho o proride con'
onuty of cources from one lerel to the nexr. ldcn'
tifun,g funcrions imporrant for each lcvcl could neke

eradine nu.h nor. objcctivc. A course eradc rvould

bc Lascd on a studcnfs ability to cary out thc 1,n-
guisti. fundnrns on Nhi.h rhe svllabus tor thc cousc

focuscs. Thr cvaluation rvoulJ give rhc instructor and

$e student a clcarer picture oi",hat c studcnt can

ond cannot do rvith thc languagc.
CoNcsation cl.sses should bestr(ed rlth ted.h-"

rvho havc a good command of th. lansuasc dnd,
cqurlly important, \'ho knou, thc tc.hniqucsto mat.
a lcr.ncr .onveslnr in r language. Nrnvc spcakcrs
.r dot necc$arily thc hcs tcachrrs ofthtn languagci
gnduate nudents pusuine litcraturc dcsrccs, fn cr-
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amfl., mar la.k any irt-esr o. t.ain:ns i. reaclus
their nlrive l.nguasc, though Lhev arc conmonl!

Lct mc norv shift thc discussion t., rlre reachins oi
\riring. Chastain Foints out thatofrhc four basir lan,
" , . c  l . . v , T h . . e 1  .  l . . d , h . t . "  , l
pordnt. Pcrhaps rhis is a rcsulr of the aud,oli.cual
relolution in reachiig mcrhodolosy, whi.h fa!,o.ed
devtlopmcnr ofspeaking and lisreniol] skills ovcr thosc
of fudinc and \riiiig. Ho$cvcr, as the audrolingual
approach savc {ar ro rhe no.c commuricatnc !rc!
of inn.uction rhar cha.actcri:.s rodiy\ fo.cic. /an-
euigr d.parncnr, n$ruction rcmaincd rel.tnclr uD,
aftected. ft .ontinucd ro be sa.trficcd ro allos, morc
timc tordcrcloping thc orher threc skills. The frll,.y
l " -  r  ' , d .  ,  ,  , .  n ,  .  - . n  o p p o  ,  n l
tics to sritt to nrdvc speake.s as to tall< wlth thcm
(Chastain l,1j).

Raimes sat.s rhat stitnrs .an bc defrned as tne
' 1 - ,  I " n . n d {  ,  r i o . - , n

print (E). Fo. thc pd$ drirrv vea.s, holvcver, as if in
opposition ro rlris delinition, rcaches ofuririne iD d
forcign langua.ee have been preoccupieJ rvnh coftft-
ness, iocusinc on.lihinannc cdo6. As Chastain ob-
se.ves, "N.fosr 

srudents, botlr in rhcir nanvc ano 1,,
thc sc.ond lansuase, havc rcccived mininalor no F
st.u.tion in lear.ing to wrne [i.e., in Nri.ne .s pro.
cessl Thcr rcceiv€ feedback-ofren uDhclptul bc.ause
it is incomprchcnsible io thcm-on thr produr ti,.y
have submntcd fo..o.rcction ard sEding, but no one
has led them th.ouch rhe Dtu.c$ ofgenentins id!a\,
o.canking thtm inb , coherent scquence an.i puL
tine them on pap.r" (ltl). Mumr sr($es this po,nri
"Thc proces of nakinq rneaning $irh writtcn lD-
guasc carnot bc undcsro.d bl lookine brckward
f.om ! finishcd p.s€. Proccs canrot be rnfcfed from
product dnr mo.e rhan a Fie c.n be infcrcd fron sau-
s.se. lt is possibl., ho$c!cr, fo. us ro lollow the pro.
ccss lorwrrd from bhnk p:gc to findldraft and lea.n
sonething of *hat hapFenl' ( 10). lir.hc.s of com-
posirion borh ,n foreigD and in netivc laneuage ..c
often solely conccrned wuh thc piodu.t, the result
oi a Nririns assisnncnr Enclish ra.he6'linircd r(-
.es ,n lcachhg .odposition skills has eene.atcd an
tnormous amounr ot.csorch. The dimcnsion of.o,r
cern is subjc.t raisrs is bcsr measurcd not br thc
Dumbcr ot aitnlcs d-otcd ro rhr probhm ofrurnr,g
studcn$ inro comp.tcnr ivrLters ofthcir ou! languag.,
b  b .  , , n o .  o , . " , .  o ,  t , , , e a  F
(Dror.k, "wflring" 118).

In h.r nou cla$ic artirl.on dre rea.hins ofw.iiiL,rj
in a nrtilc laneuae., Hrirsron discusscs hor !r thc
carh eishocs rhe English{c!.hiDs profc$,on began ro
shitr rhc cnphasis from $riinc as product ro w.itirB
a5 process (85). Wririnq as p.oducr is whdt wc foreis,,
language teach$s are all faniliar Nirh, th. ,$isn nenr

rypcd doublc spaced on 8tt trv 1l-jn.h sh.ds ofpa-
fc r  rhar  qc .o l l c f f  f rom rhc  sudenc a t  thc  middL o t
tirc cnd ofthc scmesrei X/rrinc as proccss fo.uscs on
rhc scrits ofinrc.rclared.hoices rlur thr Nrircr makcs
nr getting an id.a to thc paee. Foreisn laneusr
tcachers havc usually been mo* conorntd wrh rhe
shnn,a t i .d lnv  o f  i rhar  the  nudcnr  \ .n€s ,  nor  r i rh
the sreps invoh,cd in gettins idcas oD p.pcr.

Our emphasis on rhe produrt has ...arcd rtircrs
trho.o.c.otratc on surfa.e .ore.nres, spclling, and
gnmnar Perlobserlcs rhar by p.cnDrurly and.ig,u,y
r t rcmfons  ro .o t rc .  he i .  $ork ,   ch  Nr i tcs  inh ib j l
th. flo\ of.onposng {'irhout sub$iDrially imfro!-
lrs the fo.n of\Lhat thcv (ritc (jl8). rhev h.vc tr,
Llc con.crn for horv a paegraph suppons rhc ma,n
thcnc or for $hat folloNs narukllv in rhe next pra-
gnph. Whcn thev revisc thcir \ork, rhcv mav fo.us
on.rcs, likc Nrong \vords, and losc sishr ofdrc pir.c
of$rrinc as a Nholc. As Somme6.xpla,ns, a pro.c$,
orienrcd ap!.oach dims ro tcach thc stud.nis ro bc
tlc\ibl., b $cieh larilus po$iLrilities, and ro rcwork
their ideas. Th.y , re crcou..gcd ro add,.lft,F, {,l]sfl
tL're, and r$rder according t. rhcir scnsc ofq,har rhr
p icce  o l  \ . i t ing  nccds  fo r  cmr | .s is  and. lan t !  ( l s t )

The !ie,v of$rnine aspnr.css has led to a ne{ per
spccrne on rhc claluarn,n of srudcnli N.itin.s. The
Car.is.rn ncdrod, named after the prolcsor r.ho crc.
atcd ir, is no* uscd i. sohc Enslish proerjms anJ nas
.c.cived mud1..clann. k cnrplo\s rhc id.a.f.Lrnfcr-
cncing that is, balnrg s€vcol shorr .onvcNationj
with ea.h studcnt as rhc studcD. de!€lops a p,Fr.
Durine ca.h hrcting, dretea.hd dFitrs$ onc asp.-
ot thrpaferj su.h as corrent, pu.p.se, ludie.cc, $rjc,
or nc.hanics. E..h papcr thus g.es rlrough r scnes
ot.l.afs, and rhe att.ntion ro surfr.. corrcction r;irL
donriDdtcs thc \r.irins-as,frodun apprcach is fla..d
ai the verv cnd ot thc pro.ess, trhc.c r hcl.nes (Or
tc$olm ll0). \i'b know hou, Inn€..onsum,ne n is &l
mark Nrning a$ignntn6 and ho\v lilell sudeDrs,..
to throw our the corc.tcd fapcn aftcr onlv a o*on.
look. Confcrcncins not onl! m.kes bcftcr usc ofrhc
Eacher's timc hur provcs morc helrfult.r srudeDG, r.tro
sccm ro learn nore from oral rcmr.ks dr.D fro,!
lcngth! N.ittcn comments. Furthennorc, ir appcas
that civiDg ea.h {udcnr id.li!idualattenrion is nrotu
cffc.tive rhan instru-ins r! enrnc group on cfors thar
rhey  a l l  . rade (Ostc rho lm l l l ) .

Semkc cohpares rhc cff.cts of fou. mcrhods ",
cvdluarine srudenrs'MiriDg a$renmrnts in a forei!,,
ladsuagc class. Wirh one r.oup oa papc6 shc simp\
rcsro .ded ro  the  contcn to l rhc  as ,gnn,cnr .  N i th  a . ,
otht. she marked tlre gr.mmancal drors and rvrore
in thc cotrcctions, rfirh anothcr she mxdr p.sirivc
commc.G.Dd nark .d  rh ! . (oF,  and \ t th  anor lk ,
sh. requncd rhe $udcnrs ro co(tct rllftrors that she
had hr.lcd accord,ns to a code that indi.atcd rhc
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trpcs of cilor. Thc rc-.ults of the studv shoLved that
the studcnts $ho rec€ived .omments bascd soldt on
rhc.onrcnr spcnt morc time prcpa.ine di. assi.enmcnt
rhat did th. othcr thrct groups. m.de greater proe'

re$ ih.n did thc othrrs, and became more tluenr
\Lrncs. Thc sudcnts trho s.rc.cquired ro.o(ect ,ll
thc,r r.rors srote shoiter .ompositions, had the mon
ncgrtile.ttitudes, and repeared ir futu.c mmFositn,ns
thc t.ro.s thdt ha.l bcco corcctcd. Scnkc concludcs
thar cror core(ion js nor rhc mon rmportant idt-
to. in enhancirg writine skills. lurhcrnort, sht notcs
that "*udcnts do not achicvc n]e rvhcn thev a,.
Iorced to co(ect thcr orvn mistakeJ" (202). O. rhe
corcarv, the flndings of hc. sudy indicatc thar !!
. n . ,  d t c  l 1 o ,  o n 1 . " ' : d e '  ^ , - '

tioDs, rhe most commL'n m€thod in rlriiiDq cla$$,n
hneuaec dcFarmrns, is the least eftecri\. !va! ro in-
provc *udcn*' achierement and artirudes

Numcrous rrlvrnces a.e beins madc in Lrorh nrc
rc,ching of \rning an.l thc teadrinc of sp.aking, ,s
r  r  , n l  ' .  r r r r i . l l r b a " 1  ' r d "  , t  ' ' ,
srion ofse.odd laDeuaecs apfclr But Nho scc5 to,t
that laculty ncmbfts reachiDe sc.ond languagcs rc-
main abreast of developmcn* rclatcd to their coursesl
While most.ecendv !f Fointcd junior lacultv membcrs
havc had somc e\posurc to .cscar.h on second-
language acquisi!,on, tr \'.s probably during the fnst
semester ofcraduatc sthool, in . .ourse .cquired ofall
firn-ror cmduatc $udtnts .nd usuall! raught b! .
reachinc-a$,stanr.oo.Jid,tor. Such councs usuall-r
aresroFeaf mcasu.ts drsigncd to lrsrillcla$room sur
vival skilk in tht neophyre ltaching a$istanr, ,nd thev

rare]y, if cvcr, addres language inst.uc.ion bcvond thc

dcpartrncncs lorvcrlcvcl ..qui..d-cousc scqucn.c.
Thus, new assrtant prottssors who are a$igDed ulfer
lcvc l  language couaes eo ta i l ine  lhc  tcach ing . fcon-
vc.sation or w.iting skills hlvc litilc ta,n,.g ro.arv
out fic tasL. Thcir ider of$hrt produces results mar
be brsed p.im.rilr on thoir imFr.$ions and lack an
cdpi.ical touDdation dcnlcd tuom thc latcst rcscarch.
Moreore., bothlunior and senior tca.hc6mav terch
,n adrancedlevel laneuasc courc as . 'scrvicc"

.ous.i bccausc drcy rrc prima.ilv prd.ticing o. as r-
ing lircn.v .nrics .nd, ronsequently, ar. oltcn nor
:breast of drc latc* rcscarch on l.nrudss tcachins.
Hcncc, too fcrv know anything.boui s,ch conceprs
as languagc function, discourr ottions. turns at t!1t,

topic manaecmcnt, and {iting as proce$. And rec,
,'c knorv frorr thc Ber*ald $ud! ihr hneuse (not

lirera.ure) .l^sscs dominate tIt.oum asienmenrs ol
junior fa.uky m.nbes (ll+). Ircdraps gnduatc pro-

eran$ oueht b include couGes d$,gned t{r t.a,n ,d-

vanccd tcachrng assstents in thc pmblcms ol thc

advanccdlevcl lansegt clas, bcforc dt trstans
must facc those problems as profcsionak. Craduate
forcisn lansuage dtpa.tments must rccogni:c thar

alon. e sith ii.nrnrs litcmry cft,.s thcr a.., afrc. all,

Soncomcs in orlcr to makc tca.hnrg rn ddlan.c.l
larguagc das a little ca-.icr, a facuhv member *ill sim-
pl1 follow thc mattrial rn a tcxtbook. Th. problem
rvrh thr mcthod, es Dvorak has ponned our. is rh.t
the loreign lansuaee rexls rhar have changcd thc lcast
in the pan t\LcDryjive veas are ihosc dcsigncd 1o.
.ourses b€vond tlre second-leai levcl (147). Lambct
corrobo.ates this Nhen he sars tlrat "our tcxtbooks
r rd  na lc r iak  pc tc  ou t  a t  thc  h lghcr  l cvc lsk i l k "  and
rsks uhqe the uts and technklues are Lhat *ill bri,,g
a student to a lo,cl closc to that of a nativc spcakcr
(l). h is not li|cly that d1c situadon wiLl improlc soo!;
rhc markct fo. innovrtive .dvancrd-ler el haterials -
so small that fcrv pubhhcrs sill talc thc tconomtc
risL ofproducrng thcm. Notrthcless, some publishe.s
hlvc madc honci attemprsto creare innovatile texts,
ard cramplcs olthtsc tfforts i..lude Bngger and Ricei

' .  
,  d . , , n  - .  , f  . r  l , . . d . r o I . r ;

.nd \Hdrs, Dvo.ak, and Hannum. Such tc\ts, hoq'

.vcr, can becomc as usclc$ as a r.ccn door on a sub-
Darnre ifrhe ir$tructor using them is unfamiliar rvith
the empiricll aindings on rvhich tlrcsc innoetnc
materials are based. Onc solution is to havc fa.ultv
membe( {'ho are familiar *th rcscarch on secontl-
laneuaee acquisition coordrnatc c clfore ofthc tn-
structon tcachrng thcsc courscs. Thc guicling frcultv
mcmbcrs could also ensure that these cou.ses aie fu-
malh anlculatcd from onr lelrl to the nert by deln-
cating objet ,cs and not simply seeiDq ro it rhat all
the in$rudors a.e using the same mareiials.

Considcring the spLit brtween language and ltcra'
turc that hrtoricallv has existed in viitually all h'"

suagc dcpanments, perhaps it is undestandaHc that
efforts to imtiov.languase t achnrs ma-!failto inr.rcst
the p.acticing o. aspiring litenrr crii.. Lansuar!
dep.rtments hale to become more pndicaland libcp
a c u ' e n . - . c  I r c o u h a S * o ' r  l r  h  1 1 , , ,  '  i '
j ackeC' .nd  "h i .eh  cu ln r re"  s tandarc l  fo r  language
learnnrq (56).lbnkln rccommcnds that lansuase de-
partments rccoeoi;e drai thcr arc inlohrd in tNo a.'
rivities: tr^ining studcnts to lea.n Langua.ses an.l
tiainins stud.n$ r{r ,ntrrprct lue.arurc (7). As Loig
poinrs out, rhc lancuascnca.hins profe$ion stillL..ks
thc *andards of accountabilil! routinclv demanded
of othrr profcssions, such as m.dicn1., cn€ine$irLij,
and hs (98). Thc language deportmenfs failure to
terch pntralrnd functiomal skills s do.umentcJ h
Caroll! clasic studr, rhe.e hc found that languagc
majo.s, atter four feas ar Amc.ican univeEiiies and
.olleges, failed to achicvc minimalcompetencc (L4or.

Alons thrse lues, Kalivoda, discu$ine the erowdr of
discodt€nt amoDg the eeneEl Fublic over the perceived

lailu.e of laneuagc dcparmcna to tcach lansuasr,
rarns that thtsc dcparnrerns mar losc rcsponsibil,tv
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for larguaec ttachne, for r could be amumcd by lan-
gua.secenters o. irsfirures. He outions rhat languas!
dc f . r tmcnr5rcsr ineon.or tc .Lorcn t .d tca .hrngmaf
bc nisa$csine drc sccuriiv ofthcr positions. He Narns
rhar, \'lrile some p.ofcsso.s qould Lvclcomc frccing thc
'  ' g  r ' - ,  r  -  - d

rvould cvcnturllr de*ror t he foreign hnguage dep0rt'
mcn$ sin.c it Nould hn at the.ore ol studenis" (15).

L  m b i  r -  , r  r  r ,  l  E - t h . . . h r  ( n l d d
'the neld!lldnguaee ped.gog! has been singrlarh un'
empiricrl" .Dd that "in 

flace ofcarefull-v mounted ex-

fcrim.Dts con\f.riDs ra.ious t.achinc starecics lvc
have periodic \eves oa advocacy for rot.llr neq af'
proachcs. cach onc dcclaring lts prcdcccsor ttll-v
rq lcs od obs,lctc on thc basis of €rtrvrgant "-
scrion" (l). Wc rrc no$, horvever, besinninsto see rhe
lruits ofcarcfully conducted studirs d,at.an provtrlc

:  1 . . . -  1 .  .  .  T 1 . - .  r ,
to makc allfacultr ncmbcr: Nrc a\ra.e ofempi.i.alv
bascd linLlings in scLrnd-lansuasr a.!uisitiln, nr or
der to improve rhr oler.llqualitv oll.nguage inn.u.
r ion t lur  \ fe .s ive our  s iuderrs.  Coo.d i ra i ion,
afticulation, and inDl.mentation of inforncd iea.h-
inerechn\ues $illIdf to overcomc the rn!.chr drrt
c!r.rdv charactcri:cs fi e advanccd'lo'cl larquaqc
class aDd willtruly bcein to producc a pool ofhighLv
conDereor speaken .nd w.uers of 'he foreien 1.n-
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