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First-year German Proiect: "Einkauten- Geschenke" . "Shopping
ouel -z ,

&

r
Gifts"

Description: Learn how to shop on German-language internet site, and then find a gift for that
"special person."

Level: Context 1.1

Time: 4-5 hours over 2 weeks; additional 30 minutes to t hour for revisions. Some of this is
web-sufing, NOT work!!

Due: Two weeks Jrom start of assignment (earlier is better, so you will have more help on
stage 2, and also because you will score higher on the "on{lme" factor). Any revisions are
due one week after your instructor returns your project to you.

Objectives
1) learn shopping terminoloSy above the minimaL survival level ("gift ideas," "toye" instead oflust "Holv

mu.h?" and "pay");

2) develop skills and vocabula.y for d€scribing everyday objects using language closety specific to a given

3) recall the conventions orlvriting about gift'giving ("lt'sjust perfect for you")and consciously employ
them dhen u. ing lhe lJ-Ber ' . rrBuJ8(:

1) acquire skill of "stealing:" plugging own terms into ftamework provided by others, or plugginB someone
else's terms into your framework

5) begin to internalize (reel, not consciously convert) currency (Euro) and other "foreign" quantities (clothing

6) sofien up source ol funds for your d.eam trip.

Summary of activities
1) explore on-line major Cerman department store and a range of sF:cialized shoppinr sir€s
2) iind and expiore a shopping site that fits own sp€cial interests,
3) select a gift to tive that "special someone", even if only "lefs pretend;"
3) compile two vocabulary lists: a) useft,l online shopping terms, b) "joicy" words for describing that special

gift;
5) in German, write a friendly nole acconrpanying the gift you are sending to that special person (see details

bclow under "Procedure").

6) in English, write a message to thai "spccial person" or another special person (your source of dream trip
money?), tclling how internet shopping can be done with German language sites (see details below under
"Procedure").

Procedure

.s)

On steps 1-3 above ("Summary of Activiti€s") a" yuu go ilong tale notes about the specialized vocabularv of
shopping in general, and the precise term' th-rt nre u'eful for descrjbing something you particrlarly care
about. You may also run into other useful resourcer such as e-greeting-.ard facilities (hternet search term:
"CruGkarie") that can serve as models for the messages you willbe $'riting.

1) On the internet, go to the horne page of "Quelle," the big Cerman department sbre chain. The link is on
the web page for this assignment, along s,ith oih€rs for it. Spend about an hour exploring the Quelle site
This can easily be the main source of your specialized shopping vocabulary list. lt may also pfovide the
speciat gift from which you draw your Iist of specific terms that canbe sed todasc be th€ gift. Sce
rvorksheet for spccilic words and general kinds of\^,ords tolook for. Try to learn {,hat words mean by
relating th€m to nearby rvorde rather than using a dictionary, an online translator or the site's Engiish
version. That way yorl will learn the words more deeply. And besides, many modern wofds, cspccially
those for popular commercial items, may not yet be in diciionaries.

2) Go to 3 oI the specialized Cerman language shopping sites whose links are on the web page for this
assignment- Noie: Some of the sites include .ontent (leather goods, hunting itemr lingerie) that may be
obj€ction.tbL€ to some web-surf€rs. You $'ill be able to rell that from the name and desoiption of the site. lf
you think you mightbe offended, use other sites in the list. All the sites offer valuable cultural insights hk)
the Cerman-speaking world.

3) On your os,n no!v, find at least one Cerman-lanSuage shopping site that carries gifts that you are
particularly interested in. Try combining "Ceschenk" (gift) or "Ceschenkaiikel" (gifi articles) wiih the
Cerman word for some special interest (examples: "Schach" 

[chess], 
"Krawatten" 

lDccktics], 
"Moiorrad"

Imotorcyclel, 
"Kochen" or "Kiiche" 

lcookin& kitchenl, or with some iniernational word like "mp3" or



(t \s f,s
"Mozart" or "Hip Hop." You can also search on the generic names of specific items, such as,
"Daunendecke," the word for thos€ cozy soft down quilts they have.

4) Use the worksheet to construct your specialized vocabulary lists and to list the websites which you visited
and found useful, other than the "Quelle" site.

5) Draft the Cerman message that will go along with your gift (see advice below, "What to put in your Bift

6) Compose youl English message that tells about shopping on the internet in Cerman. A reader who knows
no cerman should be able, from the message, to repeatthe major features of your experience.

7) Turn in your Cernan and English messages md support materials.

Results, including things to hand in
1) 2 specialized vocabulary lists (10+ items each);
2) specialized iist of web sites, consisting of those you visited from the list of suggestions we provided, and

those you found on your own (see worksheet)
3) letter in Cerman about the gift you are presenting (1/2 to 1 page)j
4) one'page note in English that can serve as a basic "manuai" for someone who knows no German but

wants to explore on line Cerman lan8uage shopping facilities;
5) kit of support matetials (probably website printouts) that: a) help give a picture of &e sp€cial gifL and

b) help someone explore on line Cerman language shopping facilities;
6) (the project as a whole: more support for your hoped-for hip to a C€rman-speaking country).

What to put in your gift note
A special gift deserves a special note to accompany it. Aside hom the obvious ("Here is a gift for you...") we
include many or all of the Iouowing kinds of content, and perhaps some other things as well:
1) a reason for making ihe gift ("You're 21 now, so...")t
2) a detailed description of the gifi, even if it's obvious what it is, so that itwill be clear how appropriat€ the
gift is ("Irs so delicate, and just the dght color for your kitchenl");
3) something special aboui the people involved, to show how appropriate the gift is ("1remembered how
much you hate chopping onionsby handl");
4) something to show fiat coming up with the idea took some special tlought, or that shopping for the gift
involved somcthing more than a fasi trip to the supermarket ("I knew you were taking a language courss so I
lvon.lered wh€ther I could iind spice containers with the words for the contents in various languages");
s) reference to how much, and maybe justhow, the re€ipient wilL use and treasure the gift ("Now you caf,
really enjoy baking those special holiday cookies."),

Note: Some of you love to atiempt la.guage at a very high level. Thal's OK in general, bui be aware thal whal
you wrile may be stronq on vocabulary but very weak in its resemblance to actual German. Be sure you use
the resources thal have been presented in the current Kontexte: ihe vocabulary, the sentence patlerns, the
specilic structures. The projects do not ask you to do anl,.thing lhat requires language beyond lhe current
resources and the special resources you are asked to develop for the project. Be especially carelul ot writing
(orjust thinking) yoLrr messages in English and then aitempting lo translaie ihem. Also, allhough you are
encouraged to "steal" language from your shopping resources, you may not use an on-line translatot lo
convert your message from English io German. The same goes for having German speakers you know "help"

you write a hlgh-level message in German. The language you write must be whal you can produce yourself.

Resources (other than basic textbook materials and alFpurpose dictionary)
German language nrlvw sites (or equivalent in print, if you can find them, for example toom adsin a
Cerman language newspaper or nagazine). In reality, anyone shopping for specialized Cerman oriented
gifts would almost certainly use the internet to find information and carry out transactions, so thars an
essential part of this project. To help your develop your language, look for sites fiat offer rich des€riptive
information rather than justbrief headings and lists. Sites with good visual materials will help you
understand the language.

Need help with a gitt idea?
Think Christmas stuff (toys, cooki€s)i special foods and beverages; goose down comforters; ledeirosen and
alpine hatsr folk-music and classical music, heritage items (pictures ofth€ ancestral iown, etc.)



Name
i o v r l - v

Worksheet for Proiect K11 "Einxaufen u. Geschenke . Shopping & Gifts"
Note about searching for vocabulary: Expect to find most of your words righton the websites, and in some
cases to have to understand them by context rather than looking them up in a dictionary or Lrsing the English
version of a websiie- There are tworcasons: 1) some of the words that are most useful may well not be in your
dictionary;2) wo.ds can have multiple meaningr and meanings change over time and space - yolrr
dictionary may not give t}le right word.

List here 10 or more words that can h€lp som€one around in a variety of Germanlanguage shopping
websites- Don't use core words from the course, such as "sehen" or "Deutschland-" Aim for a balance of
nouns ("catalog"), verbs ("click") and other words ("top leff'). For the three words listed in English, find their
German equivalents on ihe Cermanlanguage websites.

Fnsl ish Cerman Enql ish

crer \ldrenlovb
shopping basket (on a
website) &" Ko"*t

dre Scl",rr.^epc rrpn d,to ft-auL'le Dn,..vCf

bnWde,"^r
aie. A9,tor\ur'-l

to shop / shopping
(NOT "shop/ store/
business" lbuilding])

tll,de {t, " \hn fir Ml-p L\hLs \tfr
s*^ ditftW ha {M lrr- dCI Hordtthar \owe.{.'
ttr Yalntote v'l^t!4 do.\ Y;^on DilI^\^
drs *,lk Helpl* 'd tI0,.).,t\o\0,\\eirdad.,*t r,[J

After you find your dream gifl listhere 10 oi more words that can be usetul in describing it so precisely that
the gift would not fail to fit that special someone, and that the note related to it would have the appropiate

bitte wenden . OVER . bitte wcnden . OVER . bitte wenden . OVER. biite wenden . OVER

German Enelish Enql ish

n{/sskftf(ker Pelgrackr ftmi,rl,^rrnqrrn8fioYt(A"nurv
..Woh.'m\tr drvrnru,Ua rneste\\nr*w.,t-orc\ry n rw{,xr

d \ O
iirr!.rLlrh'i l, \'r,trriora&- der l4^}rf WNrA

. .  d.ra
F\ of\e t\eicxtdr du/ t1.lr h"S

FrzehiraQ are fnoJn ta\n Aa^ Bd"^d. td-Ik
dx ln-+hen lfiYY|tioA dn dv.r krtnz 0,rr'owrv lzrl-r'z
dqfrorcrrel.stcctr:----'-.;--g

AroYY\ af\cL (*,a Q*rt
blJo.l\t41- 4r0 WtUn Qn, P<

F1tt*;G k'�o;- Pt {'f *b-
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Worksheet for Proiect Kl1 "EinkJufen u. Geschenke . Shopping & Gifts"

List here 2 of the suggested websites that you visited, other than "Quelle". Add the indicated inJomation.

www-address iPLEASE
PRINT CLEARLY)

sho d€scription what they sell / example of
product

rrrei*.. de
wtonl ve,vsbns o?
{'t wubill-e

u.fui,sh, Japru<c
SrceNa-n
Pr.ce tia.r)

Trornrr"\ec

r"ww.t*n6o5.o\e/ Cn-\W C\oitnrnq'lfora -for '

l{0\1, \AtJYhon r' Chi lolra'l

-C,\drWSl

-&esses

List here 3 oth€r Germanlanguage shopping websites that you found on your own. Add the indicated

www-address (PLEASE
PRINT CLEANLY)

sholt desc ption what they s€ll / example of
product

www. orzqdo'rqe-4qqznah.d
eYzeb\rc^€:q€sil€*e/ pr.dt +
rn+o,9np1 prL(ucr 5- i l l1 rlr/
lcry\Sucqe ld,g

t ̂ anu drftp-vu',*
g'ft i't€^s
frp$ Vtwsl +o M,w.aak

-ir<b<Jcr\5

-5r6lw,\cko-r
Ivarnm\er

r.rww4\e0{rgt dr|1l Pnd{t-
tffct. ph Ehv')b lo"A-
U usl-iutle,r:-q',ri-Ttornv{r
halw.hknr

th/ttt6 r :
Wa\\r€:6ffxatr$,
DrttenR

"No€€krschr
f,\v1rlftmmtsr
N^tur'

^visrm4{l . s{{.b,zlprD{wk
rf\ia. PhF aPnE\vcls._ rd

rr',4-ba.t{rulllKt!cn. 6{s
otdesf rukrctcfr fibr,ic
6erma,' 1- B-rdtlt ,pa<)tu

J eSSKr\aOfAf

Not,c).'aLl'-f fL(,^i

:$.,"/. vo\ (5E 'nsFgDP (fii
nus;Y:ruckcr-'lronI.t€rtlo'

crn -p- &d-htrn\
&ururrrq*u^'
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German 102

Hello! Or should I say HALLO?So you are wondering how to use a

German Website with no prior G6rman? Well, I hope I can help you do so. lfs

pretty easy, you need basic things that we us€ on the English websites to buy of

look al things for carlain areas. For example, a shoPping chart can be translatsd

into Gsrman as 'der Warsnkorb.' Yes, it doesnl look like it bul lhat's one of the

words you should also know. Oh, wtrat if you're looking for something that may

bs on a catalog tik6 rings or something. ll would be list€d under der l<ataloge.

Pretty close to English huh? lf you want to contact someone and you see a place

wh6re it says kontakt, that's most likely the bast place to click. Also, to saarch in

Gorman is suchen and Hilfe which means HELP is also a groat thing to knor/

about. Those seem to the basic. OH, ho\ t could I forget bargaining categories?

That would be under die 9napp€hsn. Also for men would be, Mode fur lhn.

Order numbers ars also a good thing to ks€p track of which is bestgllnummb€r. I

think those are pretty basic knowledge need espscially if you know specifically

what you'r6 looking for tha search sngines on ths websitcs are good. I hop€ that

was heloful!



01s ?-7
4 Februar 2007

Joshus Andrews,

Halo! Dein Geburstag ist roah nicht. Es i$ alll der l0 Mir/ Ich Sch€Dke

du eion Trommler Nussknacker!! Es ist die llandalbeit durch Richard Gliisser und

Qualitat. Die Nussknscker ist nicht Klein oder gross. Es ist itr der mitte. Die Hohe ist 49
. 2 1

crn. oas ansftre irn #G{iio Gelis- Er hat ein hut, baod, und baxt. Der hit is rot mit ein

Kranz. Der Bart is !$s und das Band ist Bnun. Also, er hat hat 2 sock€rr und

Trommelstock. Die socken ist weiss urd der Tromtr erstock ist bruu!|. Der Tromn er

Nussknacker kostet 10a53 euro. Das ist nicht sehr teuer. Mochten du schenke! spiit od€r

ftiih ? Mcht sDet oder friih- deh schelkst kommt 8m dein geburstag!

Uebe,



kzgebkge-Shop - Richord Gldsser Nussknocker Trommler
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aftop > Nusskna.keD Richar.l Glasep RG12aa6l

Poge I of 2

lr'ry account I cart contdl

auLansuaees I

!?#
Erz s ebirge-shop I

Fo$€r CtitsrE l

Bdteleake
Eafinsahmuc|(
Bcd€r ,/ Kaleder
BAll(eleI
Cande *and
Clsttop
Glristi6tuqds
Drehpyrafi den
DVD / VH€o
Bld und BerlflErr|er

Flzsdruhe
Geldoppdt€s
Gub€nErer & Wdne
HohYlniaren
lto|:sd iaen
||rr.k|. rc

Seitra€r Voll(sklf|*
RH|..rl G||s..

PlatEEr sfl'Ee
RdrdfidEn-$op
Ro<l€rEd
Raudt€rk€icn
lulrdEmfirEa
Sd {ibbitg€rt
Sarvlet€rl
SpanbaunE
sdddosen
uteihmcllbkaften
wirst urd speddetl
a.o€lr0f

Manufacturers I

geE€ Sdect

lnformation I

Ezg€bftFNevrsl€iEr
condtiorE of t se
stlipfrrB & RctuIrrs

rnpnnt

;;;;;; I

Ridrard Gliisser Nusslmadcr llomml€r

Oder-ID: RGr2886

tielelo e Harxtattjt md alsg€tilt€ Hot harbeitltE
aus der ilaruftltur Rlchard s&€r GanbH lm
weitrEdtslaid seitren,

tlade in G€rrEny - Eidt Erzgdtrge
Htthe d€s Nusskaclcr: {glcrn

Das bekadte tigo ar den hnEerneh Sdlmud<slti(ker|,
dn EE€ktEr mlt d€n hitial€n FG, gFrdttiert Ihnen
htdEte qdfta in Ge.(alturE u.ld verdDghrE.

qfftity: 1 $ii(k

Sh(

0 itE

ua

tr
fr

Da8 PmdJC
Rldrrrd Gtbr f,u*n.lt T]!mmL.
an Fglnde utd 8dGffte r€'tEl€rnPfd{€n

Eodr.lcuatt ah PDFoolr4 oad h€rufterl*n

Hier konnen sh Ih€ eirunq ar d€ses Fto(|rlc €bg€D€n!

otc

fr

A
- l

I

II

g

0'{t? -t

ol* to €|llage

102,53 EUR
(Rice wi[| Tax)

,@,

Je*

I

hftp://www.ezgebirgegonmoh.de/erzgebirge-geschenke/producl,info.... U6/m7



Richord Gldsser Nussknocker Trommler Poge I of I

cqev -q

Richard GHsser Nusslo|ad(erTrommlcr

Fenster s{hlie8en

hilp://www.eqqgebirge€onznoh.de/erzgebirge-geschenke/popup-imqge... 2/612fn7


