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First-year German . Individual Project (Kontext 17)

"Unsere Musik - Our Music"

Description: Explore favorite music (or a new music of interest) in the target language, and write a
message that describes it as part of achieving a specific purpose 0oining a jam session,
exchanging recordings, etc.)

Level: Context 17
Time: 4-5 hours over 2 weeks; additional 30 minutes to t hourfor optional revisions after receiving

score. Some of this is weFsurfing and listening, NOT work!!
Due: 2 weeks from start of assignment, as announced by inslruclor
Note: This assignment is covered by the about of web translators and dic{ionaries (link:

httpJ ̂ /eb.pdx.edu/^4ischerwcourses/firsiyr_j/html/dic{ionary_translatorlcolicy.html)

Objectives
1) find out about another culture s pattems of expedencirg music of choice (as oppo€ed to "official" music

l=classical or haditionil folkmusic], unless that is really the music of onds personal choice);
2) learn music terminolo$/ Dayotd the minimal sursival level ("son&" "acoustic guitar," instead ofiust aconcert''

and "hear");

3) learn a]ld us€ terms for "to like", and distinguGh "like (to)" (to enjoy [doing]), 
"wodd rike" (to rcqu€69

desire), ad "fike" (such as, similar to) ifpossible: "like" m the slang s€nse of "vtell, like, you kno#'

Procedure
1) Find alld explore some target-language \ r'ebsites or equivalent pdnt and sound resources which are about

music m the target culture that resembles your favorite music. (ff you don t have much intercst in music, or
don t want to reveal it, choose the favodte music of someone you care about.) One way to find intemet
rcsoulces is to do a s€arch on drc l.ind oI music in combination widr a useful word in the target language
(exaDl.plet "jazz"\ a d" deutsch'. Another is to folow the subject divisions ofa large-scale search PlogranL
You can also go to dle site http: / /dmoz.org. which is a very comprehensive regisrxy of sites by language and
topic. The continuation <. . . org/ Woild/Deutsch/Kultur/ Musik> will l€ad you to a link to many us€ft
categories, itrcluding "Genlei" and "Soundfiles"- Click on "Genres", for example, and you'[ se€ a long Iist of
possibilities ("country w€stem," "rap," etc.). Another source are pages where p€ople presmt tlrcir r65um6s
wi0r drc personal mterests; especialy useful are pages wherc the 6sum6 is in narative form rather than as
business-style lists with headjngs- A search under "l€benslauJ" (=r6sul1l4 CV) will leld many hits, but some
of them will be emplo)'trrent ads that require a r€sum€. Try adding "{iber mich" (about me) or even just "ich"

to the search combination. You could even add "Musik" to the search combination. You are shongly urged to
use the intemet as if you were pursuing your musical interest simply for your own purposes, ratEr than doing
an assiSnment ty leaning the language by doing that instead of goinS to sources of language tools.

2) Fill out th€ "Preparation" workheet Try to do this early so that you can get help from your imtructor.
3) Compose two messages (in either ordei):

a) ln Engfist! wdte a report (1-2 paSes) aboutyour research experiences and methods to someone you know
who is inteiested in similar music and wants to emulate your experience, but does not underctand C€rman,
Include a resource where you have to give some intensive help with language, even a short hanslahon, such a3
song lt'rics or the tidbits oI pe6onal information that a "fan" site or "fanzine" offers.
b) Come up with a specfic reason why you might write about yo(u music investigation to someone in a
German-speaking country, such as lookrng for rare recordings, wanting to join a jam sessior! applying Ioi a
music schola$hip. Then, in the target language, write up to a page (250 words), intxoducinS yourseb teling
what kind of music you Uke, why you liIG it, what you thinl of the silnilar music you found in the target
culturg and why you are Uriting your message (not because it's an assignment for a language coursel). This
will be a lot easi€r if you "steal" vocabulary we4 especialy ftom the website of people who do your kind of
music. Doing the English report first may help you formulate youl thoughb, Orcugh it wuilf not work simply to
hafflate pa s of iL

4) Tum in your "Preparahon Workheefl', your English and target-language messages, and any support materials
that would be appropriate to your message and your hope to learn about the music you like,

5) ff your scorc on project is too low to suit you, revise it

Looking for off-beat orjust quaint German music? (as compared to your own favorite, which you think
is normal or - Sixties talk here - "groow" but other people think is strange or 'square', of course)
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Name:

Project K17 "Unsere Musik - Our Music" - Preparation
This woiksheet is intended to provide shucture to your researh activiti€s and to help you find language that you
can then apply whm you wdte your res€arch description and yout message. During your res€arch you will
probably want to tale notes in addition to what you write on the worksheeL

1. List here at least 3 websites or other music-related resources (music-store catalo& library book, eta.) ftat you
found usetul for this project. Give a short descnphon of each (in Englis}t, if you wa]lt). Aim for thes€ kinds of
resources: lists of useful links (for example, clubs where that kind of music is played), personal informatron about
people interested in the music (r€suln€s, chatxooms / buletin boards); detailed descriptions of the music (often on
perconal webpages, but also in chats or fan-gioup elechonic newsletteF o! advertisements for bands); audio and
visual rcsouc€s (MP3 do.t .riloads, etc.)

L'RL or other identification descriDtion

',.rww. {\5qh iIe ,l.t n /5j\1/L)r,.4\\J0!, Lor; of Alttore nt o^rtisi, i,"n\ si,,r4\ci,ee

{,."t 5p J f,1., $ic. r^ctgrr'\an.o.ah\Ldi}1 LirlV ro liai'en io Aif{eenr- t orr'q^ 6iK qfavPg

{(v.. cn-r..0.\ 6,0^r(4fl$ [ rJ5 / lo.le],f Llrrtn p {olk +nr> vith s\ot s'ru51; .rnr} \91'c5.
t r,",,r,q$-{e\KFnX;, \, 6ou\ b"r^"n toK nv,,i- weltlre

2. List here two pieces of music (ordine files, conventional recordings, musical scores) from the target culture tiat
you found in your resources, and provide the sources

music (tide, group, €t..) soulce ftJRL, etc.)

5\owon\,,,\sr'S,,uec6+a'12v.,/"r. . ̂ e 4c-\.i.c 4, q-/rrdKtn*, \^,-\i,/ g 1s ,,i q"1, /n rd,

!/u n Iv f rJh t , n: Ku r.^t c.,rx.ora/0,nren /,vrir015/lql€rl'/wv'/\,/,a$rz :lFv\ii}'rz)r.omFts.lYD)

3. Using your iesources (course materials, websites, and - as an exception to the usual "no-dictionay policy -
dictionaies), find expressions for "like" in the senses listed below. Write out the key term ("go for"), quote the
surrounding language (so you can steal entire phrases or s€ntences ["I really rcally go for tradi$onnl Bluegrass ']), I
and provide the source (uRL, probably) of the language found. 

I "S | /Lf t ,j,^ | ,.t'^j 
f 

-
Pro U1'\

English
wordlohraae

key equivalent (core
word)

auarounding language (a dch
Dhaaae or aimDle sentencel

source f','1
to enioy, find
interestin& "go ,.J\0,rlgn f ,h *r^9 h'p hop " ,JW.F*rpor t r . r l . \o /

ftoe rc I I Zg,7r, iiir I
to request politely
somerhing you
would like to have te.fl11gdch l " \ r  ,Y\ogl{ lFg Aie.  '  - . '

(r it orffs

n{rv.r,r'. \\t j$-f . irn /4vtlo!

(l-iti. *'iiiil,r.;}r
to provide an
example ("such
as," " tot exam.ple"\

Taieg i r l VYig au'rr b ei:plcf J,e,wr \i!r,\i \, orq/win7
A.c\i."i<F/ (

to state a similarity
("just like," "clo6e I ' C vlt_Ahr, itnni,.'n," K)n*)en

www.lqr r {5, }c/4v5,.11p.
f lrA,Y 'uif51.r )\ i  l .r

q l

ovER . ovER . ovER . ovER . o\JTR . OVER . OVER . OVTR . OVTR . OVER . OVER
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4. From youlf resources make two vocabulary lisrs of 10 or more itens each. FIRST READ THE NOTES BELOW
THE CIIART,

usetul general musical tems

Zeitrnr^sr 1*'-
1 l

l anzrnur rK 5 ̂ lf,i

Urrol"nit,!.uiik Xer $gr..'

D irKv>tiq5frvp{t fquJr )i g cgn

Ars. Flirc i.u's 0,,het*".

Itl V"lltn,'n 5.h\qqeri rnre r

d",o Pa:rwnr

[,g (rai1q

\,r5 
'de.\,,ortu^r 

^1

fqr \lt, i.lois, rv''r, r,,r

)iq-r Ttonnc\lro!(

'luicy" wods tor d6ciibing your special kind of
music

II l{ 5a,\ hor n V*L\LfI
00. -pn\ cW[r'\

f,lo,,Ker'6? te\. c*@'
{e ii++c ain rec PN\"Yl
Voik: r,v ri(

6 l  f
il

I" f,t+r..rrq l"*

14vtrKtqoa-

J'is l4v:iKKA1.tls
\ i

bch\"i\ Pls,+lef

!'/*

T,,in,

J*l*
1 (

fa"'

Notes about searching for vocabulary: Expect to find most of your words right on the websites, and ur some cases
to have to undeEtand them by context ra0€r than looking them up in a dictionary or using the English ve$ion of
a website. There are two reasons: 1) some of the words that are most usefiJ may well not be in youl dictiona:ry;
2) words change meaning over time and space - your dictionary may not give the dght word. ff you do use an
English-Gernun dictionary, you must be cautious. After you find a word you think is the one you want,look it up
in the German-English direction. Exanrple: a "scale" in srusic is a "Tonleitel'; in measuring things, a "scale" is can
be a "Waage" (for weighing things), a "Skala" (distance on a map, or a "c€biituenoldnung" (table of financial
charges). If you used one of those last three words in a conversation or message about music, only a native
spealer of German with exhemely advanced English skills would b€ able to deciphei what you mean! and even
then it might take quite a while to do thar

Write here for your instructor any questions or requests that will help you if you think you may need to
revise after your project is scored and retumed to you.



0dr-{
Finding German music that you like isn't actually that differcnt ftom finding

American music that you like, except of course the language barrier. Wlen you think

about searching for American music, you'd most likely begin with an intemet search site,

and you'd search for tenns tbat have to do with the type ofmusic you like, such as techno

or hip hop. Ifyou were looking for German music online, what you could do is simply

" t)""\L"
type in whatever qpe of music you'rc interested in with German in ftorlt of it, like h t I 

' 
\

German hip hop, or German folk music. This won't get you the absolute best results but 
' 

Ofllrt
r^Sr/,"-

it's a good plac€ to staxt since the pages you get will probably be in EnglislL so it will be V( 2-,
I\A'L )

easier to navigate. From here you should probably be able to search around and c'l[r-l c"lPe t

eventua.lly pick up some cieman terms lbr the type of music you want. For example if 

* 
;p^t *^*t

you searched for German folk music in English you will most likely come across the

word Volksmusik, which is a the German word for folk music. From here you can begin

to search for actual German tems on the search engines, and that's when you should be

able to find websites fully in German with German bands. This is when not knowing any

German language could make your experience fiustrating since you have no idea what

any of the words mean. It's important to keep in mind that many German websites are set

up the same way English websites are, and you can take clues ftom words that sound just

like their English equivalents. Musik means music, gitaue mean guitax, laut means loud, 
I

and so on. However you have to be carefi that you don't mistake a G€rman word for 
I YU <

meaning \dhat it sounds like in English when it means something completely different. I

Still, as long as you are experienced in looking for English music online then finding

German bands should not prove to be too difficult, although it might take longer. Also

bewaxe ofonline translato$, they won't know many modem words.
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Lieb eine Volksmusik spieler,

Hallo, wd wie gehts? Ich bin ein studenten in Oregon. Ich kann die Gitarre spie{92

und ich mag alles Musik. Deutsche musik ist sehr gul. Deutschland hat viele hip hop

ktinstler, der zweite in der welt. Aber ich wei8 Deutsche hip hop und ich weiB nicht zu

viel mit Deulsche volksmusik- lch mag Amerikanische{ volksrnusi}. aler nicfrt ltdf'cfr

hiirc Deutsche volksmusik und ich rnag das auch, aber nicbt alles. Ich finde gur"und

schlechimusik in allen Kategorien. Ich leme die gitarre spielen ftir volksmusik, und ich

" k\*' d.Ll*h^ ti /t ,
habe e#f:age ftir dich. Ich habe kiin'gruppe ffir volksmusik spielen, aber du hast eina

-----------=n
gmppe ffir volksmusik slielen. Konnen *ir6ielei-alles zE11lEltyj ko44rlsed€) u^^,

SP'e lea
sehr schiin musik in ein gruppe mit vier oder ffinf leute. lch kan{sp(le fle Gtarre oder

die Bassgitane:aber ich kann spiele nicht ein Blechinstrument. lch kann-spiele der

Trommel auclq aber nicht so gut.=Eklich wir k
"XaEt.f)< ,,.'t! l-

htiren vr'ir gut, wir kdnndd neue rnusik machen.

spiel af volksmusic, und wenn das

spielen? lch habe mit viele gruppe gespeilen, ich kann sgielegsik in einem konzert rrrrt

kein problem. Wie finden Sie das idee? Ich lxrde das schdn.

Vielen Dank


