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First-Year German Writing Test (K20)
Part 1 (25%) Gibt es so etwas in Amerika? / Do you have things like that?

Your class has been exchanging emails with a group of teenage schoolkids who are
gefting ready for a group trip to the U.S. They already know about Disneyland,
Starbuck's, our TV shows, and all the other eye-catching stuff. But parts of their emails,
quoted below, suggest they aren't sure of some smaller parts of our culturc and may have
absorbed some distortions about it.

In German, reply to each question or statement with significant cultural information.
"Significant" means: if we have something similar in America, describe it and maybe
distinguish ii from its German near-equivalant; if we don't have something similar, write
about what we do have that serves a similar purpose, and maybe explain why we do it our
way. English example, based on the phrase "im Zweiten Weltk eg stark zerstdrt"
(18.04.04): "Only in Hawaii are there signs with 'Heavily damaged in World War II.' But
in Washington, D.C. there's a sign on the White House: 'Heavily damaged in the War of
1812.' Or at least that's what your guidebook will tell you."

NOTE: This is a language test, not a history or sociology test. Ifthe kid asks you why
the Golden Gate Bridge isn't gold, or how long or old it is, you don't have to come up
with the absolute truth. Guess, or explain why you don't know, or get rid of him.

Gibt a5 Srclchen in Amer ka? l5L Aa5 FrthsLiick;Mtfti€.\tnkl€ v im llor-elpret ?
hy. lft{rrlvii h^kv\ wir -.L" b*'i,}!\"-., r\a\:s , ,nJ ,y wi/ U'h L.\-". ni+ 4tt r bri,.r '
F,iih:{ii.L hn^t^ n\Iiu!:iv, i(h U-be .o"hlo.!. kh h^let .++ !,.r.' !< 'sta\ lM
P! k, .L < 4q-i\.!.1i,'J.

'no?r w(i. Ame.l a '-3a)raer/anet wie iba.a,l n) t5chlana?
t.h toait t 4!j!!. rca Ea,A!- to.4 r't^ 72.^t u)..4\d--24'^ ' rP

Wte al. isr ena " 
Alrsra\L" tn Amerika? Wo tsN de e ta51:e Sradt in Amerika. und

wte alr i5L 7ie? Di( Mk|.,J.t l! i^,- h6.!.r.1 ,th,r; ka. Ne!,.1,'* ist r0o &j4l.r c!f,i
"'J '".L- i M aI+ JloA+ a"j n+L- tr';, s.1,! *ej rtLaaaLM. ltk L"i^

z: i,.t^-" 4'{ D^r s[-g i] aL|. 
-

Schffieckt amerik anibches Ater immer 5o furcht:bar?
t.t\ trr|L aM U+. ', S;,11'n^ i4\ PrrH6-*t- Dat ht<r
sch r".r clr-i $,.Jx,ch'ok ,

il aL" ,u;t ^J

Der Rhein tgl sehr qraB und anq, und in Koln ffid Koblenz 5tna de ?romenaden am
F uB ki ometerlanq. rn p.trEtqr) , A,.. .L')^ Itt LL\ ttLtuttr pa; ^ ; t+
,-i.r.-t ,u I o*y- o,t'-.. t;r;i;^ Das LL-i x t'.-f , B a';'LL
lch v<itk ai\ d+t m)ssissisl', E-r;^. IZJ-.;ak R hAf .2-1^.e-;;:;ffi* 1;Li;;-;"i;J,; ;r-*/t Xe"'6{-; 

L'<

ln L)r7rer AIIsLadL qtbL es eina qot eche Kirche aug dem Jahr 1423, einen
Marklplalz var dem Rathaus, und etna r1rnibche jladlmauer (ler"zI eine KuiV).
tn pr+i,ar,l, La: shnt! ,( /\;<Li a-L+ Af9: * tua' qoLL 1+r &^L

"U Aidt. im ktistcxcin, ,tj, Lir d';-i ' �-t ' t" ink"+sta"'t ' ^J

*t '--"* ,--tk' h^+' uJl'
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Pdr'1.2 (25Y4
Your second project this quarter gave you the opportunity to investigate how German

can relate to your serious academic and occupational interests. You found places where
you could pursue that interest with courses or other leaming experiences, and you looked
for people who shared your interests. Here you will write a letter to such a person, and you
hope it will lead both to a personal acquaintance and some help aboutfollowing up your
academic or occupational interest, but in a German-speaking environment.

Your letter must to the following: I ) tell about yourself, atd especially wirh regard to
your academic or occupational interests; 2) pay sedous attention-to the other person, as a
human being and as someone who shares your academic or occupational interests;
3) appeal to the other person as someone who can help you pursue your academlc or
occupational interests in a German-speaking environment.

If you have brought your project materials to this exam, you are welcome to use them
as you write your letter. lf you did not do the project, you can still do this part of the
exam, and can even do it pretty well if you have learned the basic course materials along
me way.

Adjust the phrase below to fit the identity of your contact pe6on, and then continue
your letter on the rest of this page.

I roe(r 1 neue qr1 F reundlin)l

Litlcer y14a 7 Fyeunl) n- ltah,

Fl'1 tlu;^9 naivw isl An'lrta tSr,Jlur '"'u{ 
'slt'oU 

'14' iL

6tnAl- 0-rs,:,1n,a!)s Ps'u t,n forlla*!, outlr't ,l'x, 1'2'J,'f ir,i" ,-#H 
; x' ; ;t r,'" ii: ;; t,fr' {:: [i1 "?,: :,n ; *, I J: I i 

"', 
1., o k u s -t /

7,'i',,t^ r"" ,,n 6,,(t;t as;,1n ia1" I "ls" 
-li 

ii,r.ttr4Jut'd<nrt A"l.t
i) "lJ' 'ra r< rt-1t-< ^u tth ,9, tt. p,"11, * iila- r"da: t4 6^!1,4!'?"

\:1,,,r'{#l'.'1*:;l:":::';:,Yrh",if^'*r"^i,'["8]'','0"'i',^'u''"'
,iLt t,,""'F,,"; nu A ̂ ,t'2 4^ n'S=o,,r" a"'t 7l*u 

4^+ d' n4
;,,k"*l ^J ),,rn nrun * 6l,u^. ul t  ̂ ^a" n. g"j " .-h"'k? kL
!.^tj: d.tw (ay 

ry.t'zz+ *n a,x l'< t:rh,ni trn,i ban,u^n,l,nh,n /t" i 3a 
)s+

)tltc^ +'{ry\i ;n 4". l,+qt<pas5t, l"L i-1. pa7 ff icLno,,.n , 'J lfu--

: ' l 'u 
,r\ r.^ st A. . iLjz *- t l"- + ^^1 u b<a s tL^th.j / ( u^ ,t y,,u.,*

i4u-^f -i^.1. Btuu,,*L; w- farb- L<LL<,"g t 7
t,k,' ' l@ 6t^IL bu,l/L nyLuL- i,n t3446^. f,ucs j<tL.To5

l^au< tnt gLt t\t"-'k^ 6-,.-* " "t tcL *"ut^ ';- .atf-. Ur'i.
fufr'r icl t"$'1 p",,jLb+ at's.li.r.n .i^ .e,^ io.r- r,n *l k^t ,**
avL<rF.a . !fls 

\1r;t ^l rn s- ;eS dft&lb goqrr*,.1 .."r,u ,
O,il ail*t''^ u"l U"J-r* hA) c'
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German 103 Reading/Writing Test K20

Part 3 (5070) The last part of the test consists of reading in German and writing in both English
and German. First you will read a document in German; it is on the back ofthe FIRST page of
your exam, so you can use it conveniently. On the rest of this page you will express, in
ENGLISH, your comprehension of the documenl You will then turn in the document, your
ENGLISH writing, and the earlier parts of your w ting test. Then (and only then) you will
receive a translation of the document, so that you will understand it fUlly. That translation will be
the basis of the final section of your writing test, which you will write in German.

The language presented in the first-year course provides enough knowledge for someone
to get enough of the meaning ofthe document "Fischmarkt" to carry out, in ENGLISH, the
following task:

you are v,ith a group of Americans visiting Hamburg, perhaps on a businss convention trip or
school musical group tour. Because you know German, you hare been asked to organiTe a group
kisure actitit!. You think the "Fischtuarkt" might be a good to visit, and are prcparing a
handout that lou will give to the group to promote the acti|ity. What you write below wiLl be the
drafi text for the hand.out. Resporul in ENGLISH to the itens; use ONLY information that can be
found in the document or reasonably be concluded from it.

Ouick descriotion o[ the acrivitv (mavbe l0 l5 words)
Lu h, h^ hshr.'ra,trrr ,'h/ lrr 

-c,w 
"- t6r,LDo j)!-:_

Basic informalion: day time specific place
S^qky,n n \ ; t !,P.a *' Wt Avtv'lShw tlt 'rt

/ -Kdtv\ fa.{l I
List of the many things visitors can see and do

a'! fish
-,-'-tU uvt^^'! Vrlvrklt) I't n sn

wAk!! h(Wt ^ t",!

Vt av;rpwJ av'-r 'v i  +;sh
The "coolest" thing(s) about the "Fischmarkt"

.r1n1 wi r[ i,ltvi r I cl y'rSh
.-

-1"

_. Whal haDoened lhere in 170J9
r  r ' } l . \  ,  '

trnd,f,t i .d \ turrur trsh )tn i l)7
Miscellaneous information that you think your group will find useful or interesting
'Ttn-r rUlkv'tvd. +yptc cf j',th lwr* a,Ll t rcK- kr,n^,--l I lt*
. hvlt c\ '

NOW HAND IN ALL OF THE TEST YOU HAVE DONE UPTO NOW. YOU WILL THEN
GET THE LAST PAGE.
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On the back ofthis page is a translation of the document "Fischmarkt." Use it as a source of
information for the activity outlined here.

You are making arrangements for a group of Ameican travelers to risit the "Fischmarld." To
make things go smoothly, lou ale getting in touch reith the visitor-relations marnger of the" Fischmarkt." UnfortunatelJ, you have been unable to get in touch in person or by phone. In
GERMAN, write a message that will prepare that person fot lour group's visit and will ensure
that a good time is hctd by all. Follow the guidelines below.

German 103 WT K20 Name

lldentify yourself and tell
why you are writing.l

lExplain why you are
writing rather than
speakingl
flell when and how long
you want to visit lhe
Fischmarktl

n -L,-' no-o-. ;sl- aa^"1*- 'at r^) ieL "'"iu
d ' r  k ,  hs ,^ma.L t  , ,L  t ' J  7 I -  l , k  mi tc l ^ '

/" 2L. Vs tL^a,pl ar- d.' 
-F-ittL r" n"t -t"tt '"-tt

qNd rzA2, ,l'. ,-'1,.n",,- ^^! b.-lstLl"'-1.',
fuaz cLc!-a I-q -i,t s-t-" i^iL^At d4! ^n'./ "'ni

ttt. /"1 l , L 7tu*t*, Jn- |;sA,-^-U f; "
dJik^ l^^/\ tr*t'.L fry.-kq . l.k maq A't,l^

ul"\ ,"; l-u"- &' g-rcl i"Y ̂ ^ s-I,',^Y I aL
a*u: o+tt'tt d-. A's.r oJ..9 c[tr n**LJ .

l c l tar  u .A<r  @^,  fb  k f^ l  q*+ ? s , ' ' * .J  " " -

1 . , * . 1 ?  1 r n , l  b , , " - y  l < - z a ' 6 r t t t  A , r  a ) e
L,^ A-."r N'r La-va v'" +ecx "LL'- h.a. t(L
ku no 1'r, l;s,|,,^"^Lt .*1,-^ -l;,. ,LY. t"rn*u
"J-,^ ;,Lj Aa ,^rl, '<.'t ir wt.-rce,^ ,1.u cL
i'r ga'-L n;+ fu,4/ kunn|,,'r n ^nA sf,^,.c,:--.^
cu" J"*y- 4,4(-{L^trt).
Dttt'h-t 1... cL.it wt .n-L*L^n l'"-) L.AJ

a"l,;.lt^"-,)-,"- ./

flell the main things you
want to see and dol

[Ask some relevant
questions about weather,
money, facilities, etc.l

Unquire about a special
activity that will make the
visit to the Fischmarkt even
more memorablel

lwdte something nice by
way of closing -morc than
just "Danke"l
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Fish Market
Every Sunday, from around 6 o'clock in the morning.
That's actuallv an impossible time for iunk and fish-
sandwiches --or malibe not? \A{hatevei.the case, on
many Sundays more than 100,000 people stroll
through Fish Market among the colorful booths
where just about anything is sold that can be turned
into money: from a live goat to an original Oriental
rug (with genuine desert sand on it still), from Elvis
LPs to grandpa/s dress-up coat. The Fish Market is
unique in the whole world.

Its tradition extends back to the year 1703, when the
fishermen were allowed, by "Order of the
Magistrate," to sell fresh fish also on Sundays, so that
the commodity would not spoil. Today the main
thing isn t fish anymore, although it is certainly still
sold fresh from the boat. But today the main thing is
fun. At the Fish Market you meet the craziest sorti of
folks: peddlers, genuine Hamburg eccentrics, Night
People and day-dreamers.

And at 10am, when the last bananas are thrown out
among whoevels still there, the surrounding pubs fill
u D . . .


