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First-Year German Writing Test (K20)
Part 1 (2570) Gibt es so etwas in Amerika? / Do you have things like that?

Your class has been exchanging emails with a group of teenage schoolkids who are
getting ready for a group trip to the U.S, They already know about Disneyland,
Starbuck's, our TV shows, and all the other eye-catching stuff. But parts of their emails,
quoted below, suggest they aren't sure of some smaller parts of our culture and may have
absorbed some distortions about it.

lD German, reply to each question or statement with significant cultural information.
"Significant" means: if we have something similar in America, d'escribe it and maybe
distilguish it from it$ German near-equivalant; if we don't have something similar, write
about what we do have that serves a similar purpose, and maybe explain why we do it our
way. English example, based on the phrase "im Zweiten Weltkrieg stark zersttirt"
(18.04.04): "Only in Hawaii are there signs with 'Heavily damaged in World War lI.' But
in Washington, D.C. there's a sign on the White House: 'Heavily damaged in the War of
1812.' Or at least that's what your guidebook will tell you."

NOTE: This is a language test, not a history or sociology test. If the kid asks you why
the Golden Gate Bridge is['t gold, or how long or old it is, you don't have to come up
with the absolute truth. Guess, or explain why you don't know, or get rid of him-

Gibt es grdlchen in Affierlka? l ' t. aa5 Fruhtuck tmnler nkrs\v imllaLelpreis?
Ta und 're,t. N\cF- e\\.., hie\s in frne-.!,:t haban a1n -tjf,\,cJ,\

f,{rh.JucL , fi,ar ,*jo l;i€lic!- i61 , €-s -qlbl gd}iory6 " flr$a< 
-^ 

1t
fli)ht*r,c]r haL.,1 ,\^ ?.ri\s , e< tsL i^V lusiv.

Finden wn in Arnerika FuBqenqerzonen, wte ubara I in Deuloch and?
f.k '^. !e,\\a.j -in ode.- ztJel -tu 

$ q;nqe.2-an<-n TYb s+adt. \^r\/- ?'i1<!cr
c\a< (166v \:{, a-s \:i\ wvhe f::re,n. ?"hn'-*r ,.t €-,6 a'o.t J.dt,
,-nc\ L.r,r 

'r.r.,r\oen Kc..e"r fu$qat rp"zo.e-^.
Wie allt ist eine 

" 
Altstadt'm Am;r kh W o i5t die Alteste Stadt in Arnerra. una

wte atl ,t- t ie?
\d. rjr4r\l , crt, 1ui ,^.\r \er.!. \tr eir.q! VJaSr'n@. DC ode'-

\e- ,o, *? O. p'r,.. -. ,^ 2r- aa-?,a' < t- (t"*r- ct .tu| -.

. D,a 3lta51a S\rd\ ,'-,\ frr.r'.g.r rs1 25o "d.' 3or re".- lrf 'ct" cla.-,!,<.
Schneckx anenkanibche5 gter immer 50 fwchtbae

.l^ 1.1 
^t-{. i?cr+lan.l und C.- t!o.d - \Es+ UsA ha\ \ j\a\€i q!+a. Gi.r3.

_ 
r-s cr,t t vr€la t{, a.o\zre r.j6 

" 
in ?od\and. ,dou ha l.\ tc,vr;.r_-,<,, :i^l 1eu.-,re.r

a\5 Diar von zair €rl55.,i . Da L+ U,\\c er {azn es s.v,, -rr 
*i 

"r^i r,J. ^,
)erRhen sN gehr 4roB und anq, urd ln Koln und Kobleni sind dte Tromenaden am
tr -3 ( lor-t erb. q.

Lu'. pod\dh.\ Fe\ae"n ur'- €;" \ahq !#. ^^ icr tli\\ar,rrta- iu!.
ea ,<\ ze\1( S&ijn.DiL \ia656a -96" * P+r\,- ;a,^ .-n rl gah^.

ln unsrar A x5xadL qib| eo ene qaN gche Krche au5 aem Jahr 1423, e ren
Marklp axz var dem RaNhaug, und eine ram5cha 'ladLmauer (ietzt eine Ku ro).

0a< ir+ fu+ \h o^s r€-,. \nrre,r st cd! (u-,r' n3r""^ k<-in R!*stsA\, P",+\a,.zr
is+ e,^ Xcuc-< <J).\L) o\bt eE vio\e- Moc\e-'tne 6e'\cd.Jc,e " nb4,,',

3,ol - "., , .\ lz V,rar^e.l ?5o r c\, 
' l  

.te- K,"ct c .
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Pdrt.2 (25v")
Your second project this quarter gave you the opportunity to investigate how German

can relate to your se ous academic and occupational interests. You found places where
you could pursue that interest with courses or other learning experiences, and you looked
for people who shared your interests. Here you will write a letter to such a person, and you
hope it will lead both to a personal acquaintance and some help aboutfollowing up your
academic or occupational interest, but in a German-speaking environment.

Your letter must to the following: 1) tell about yourself, and especially with regard to
your academic or occupational interests; 2) pay serious attention.to the other person, as a
human being and as someone who shares your academic or occupational interestsi
3) appeal to the other person as someone who can help you pursue your academrc or
occupational interests in a German-speaking environment.

If you have brought your project materials to this exam, you are welcome to use them
as you write your letter. If you did not do the Foject, you can still do this part of the
exam, and can even do it pretty well ifyou have leamed the basic course mate als along
the way.

Adjust the phnse below
your letter on the rest of this

to fit the identity of your contact person, and then continue t O* ,bA
Page. -^ E^rLvr*AX'"t, t '

o rv'9. r '
Lieb e (r ) re ue (r) F r eun d(in)1

\ ,; !.. , rvu1 F..,.a1r\-gftt-,t, ",* 
r".,q. t"t'" Nz-rni'tur- \ch !""1 <-' ̂  qdho"'nt\k

€.tode.v.r,a in da'. UsA ' \* 9qit"t-V- tal'\\ ir-'in 
3!^ G*\"n 3iadt

Lonrmen" \ch r,.iichie- a,,laeri?s P\o\"ama1lk Siv&''"r\n 
ff-Qga 

t

\d^ *a3 
!t3rl," 

,s"t^* C-'o -'lic, o"ci Ze\b.r'lVr-oriL ' d'ce'r '4b

g.;bC$e e.^ ̂ Ve.-n d' n tu K".zz,{ $e-he.n ' 
Essan, u'd '"n'af,r. i&

r..*. €d^ 
e^. {e],na \., \n 3c, trn-. \nlir h+Lrn gr+ u^d' V$<-!..er a-ht

"Av\\ss" v,at<- (Yr \at""\

\n B,at\n, \c,h n \;chtz- .zLr"n Un, qaVw.'r ' ond ai.- ?roQls.,"e"' t

ond. Dao.onan machz'n" \,\Z.\\e!d^ dl isY nn"-h"- 3u+ 
rnit <'in tytzond ''

V 'c-\c^ >'"'r ,
\r^"2, fvc"ndv' i* \\d\"emi'&',

fuvt'r',' \'\,^^,,ou
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German 103 Reading/Writing Test K20

Part 3 (507o) The last part of rhe tesr consisrs of reading in cerman and writing in both English
and German. First you will read a document in German; it is on the back of the FIRST page of
your exam, so you can use it conveniently. On the rest of this page you will exprcss, rn
ENGLISH, your comprehension ofthe documenL You will then rurn in the doiumenq your
ENGLISH writing, and the earlier parts of your writing test. Then (and only then) you will
receive a translation of the document, so that you will understand it fully. That translation will be
the basis of the final section ofyour witing test whichyouwill write in German.

The language presented in the first-year course provides enough knowledge for someone
to get enough of the meaning of the document "Fischmarkt" to carry out, in ENGLISH, the
following task:

You are v)ith a group of Americans yisiting Hamburg, perhaps on a businss conyenrrcn,rtp or
school musical group tour. Because you know German, you have been asked to organize a group
kisure actiyity. You think the "Fischmarkt" might be a good to visit, a.nd are preparing a
h.vrdout that you wtlL give to the group to promote the actil)it!. What you write below will be the
draft text for the hadout. Respond in ENGLISH to the items; use ONLY information that can be
lound in the document or reasonably be conctudcd from .

Quick description ofthe acrivity (maybe l0-15 words)
The- Ssr"narlet 's a ?L{:,.3,,^,/ -old 

t\ace
b t4 -o'- '1Ld^ jJtr {?t |.\. Jd '

.tr.d o^. e, 
-II^\^1r oL'\

What happened there in 1703?
1!.c-rr frao\iror !:eqavr rr" \aO3 't (i il.rrisie''5 rcco"c\ -\V1a\

{ o  = t .  t r = v '  o h .  u ^ t d Y
Misce'llaneous information tliat you think your group will find useful or interesting

Basic information: day - time specific place

Sunda3s, 4,r-, r: ; {b .r 1r"c ,,^rlovninc, #fi;,.. ?\ g:,0. ogaq Gah,a-[,
List of the many things visitors can see and do

6-, -Rl, r.-, i. t! !-rr\ lrrds .ri' .oo{
- e-"r io} !,f.',-.-.rr c'r., e .\+t,.ed t\r-r\d r
,rJ.1\k !,2--1... , .  t-a ar,r i l ' 'cm .1a,.611
-f..'rlc LralL l^

The "coolest" thing(s) about the "Fischmarkt"

_- nr- re.r ,'no,re -\!'an loo,Ooo visllors

- {or",tad l?oi

tr u-ra s \e91

NOW HAND IN ALL OFTHE TEST YOU HAVE DONE UP TO NOW. YOU WILL THEN
GET THE LAST PAGE-



On the back of this page is a tEnslation of the document "Fischmarkt." Use it as a source of
information for the activity outlined here.

you are maki g arrahgenents for a group of Ameican travelers to visit the " Fischmarla." To
nnke things go smoothly, you are getting in touch with the visitor-relations manager ofthe
"Fischmarkt." Unfortunately, you have been unable to get in touch in person ot by phone. Itu
GERMAN, write a message that will prepare that person Jor your group's visit and will ensure
that a good time is hdd by all. Follow the guidelines below.

German 103 WT K20

lldentify yourself and tell
why you are writing.l

[Explain why you are
writing rather than
speakingl
fell when and how long
you want to visit the
Fischmarktl

ffell the main things you
want to see and dol

[Ask some relevant
questions about weather,
money, facilities, etc.l

Unquire about a special
activity that will make rhe
visit to the Fischnarkt even
more memomblel

lwrite something nice by
way of closing -morc than
just "Danke"l

0 q v s - 7
Name '  .  "

H"l$ 
n-q- s:vora lie-r,.r,,or,.r. \Lr^ u, ^ e-ir fi.rcr,lencrrn ,

r\"i'\- e\. t"oup von firr€-,nka.. \,1\r ko-'o.e-n r zon.r D€{-rts.l^\ar \d,
Jnc\ ' cr. ,Mdd^t. J.\e,r -q?D,p .rert oas fisct.rlrll.

^ li 
"-Lr: die< e,r Vp'er trfi^, aoc-r _ 

. c\" Vrab<-
g.\")"Snn.,r t sTe,'n, u-d r'ate--,i ke, n ev' t€-r€one-r'l

3e.E.o ou,o
Wr r rnegqa\aar &-"r Ss.J^ harkl gc-ko",. mzn \tr

6or.\rn.rr ona\ da 3"r':p 
\< 20 ?a'a,c^e' T'os<-

-1 ,r^ 1ta6 f,\'€-1 V+€r'assar'.t<.
J

r-,c,ch)c r ' ll\P - J1d.rdan qeY\9,1.

\rn Somrne.l-,3cl.'erret d\e- So,"'n.?. f,. Qej^.i?

De- 6scxr^a-rkt ist n\dr! ,'" e-^n 6,4oi-r,de-.Aa

qqt.- Lrl <^r, Ja&e mr\, r,ri cl'r I
(r.li.v,s\ \osta! a.-^. 6."J""*"kt? 6,t{- a< <-:''e

"eiss fu"^ &-v €s<r^''"a"kd l*aem?.
L'l} <-< u^ sg<c\a\\iLt R't Q'.,sSt g''"ec-? f ah

tuJ unA rncin gr'DuQ

i cJn hbra 3!n e-s

Ka,fa'rl',ele 
E*en da. \dn *ocln\e- gern

rr.d.r.-V el. 6d.. zY 
.$ro'-'pa 

arlvi\a+'

OL, J1 ,6\ .1\"s uo'1k4 j

Brs So*-*; '^ d"r

6,1-ia \'.!-rni rou->

F.a^^ ".v.tl
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Fish Market
Every Sunday, from around 6 o'clock in the morning.
Thatts actualiy an impossible time for junk and fish
sandwiches - or maybe not? Whatever the case, on
many Sundays more than 100,000 people stroll
through Fish Market among the colorful booths
where just about anything is sold that can be turned
into money: from a live goat to an original Oriental
rug (with genuine desert sand on it still), from Elvis
LPs to grandpa/s dress-up coat. The Fish Market is
unique in the whole world.

Its tradition extends back to the year 1703, when the
fishermen were allowed, by "Order of the
Magistrate," to sell fresh fish also on Sundays, so that
the commodity would not spoil. Today the main
thing isn't fish anymore, although it is'certainly still
sold fresh from the boat. But today the main thing is
fun. At the Fish Market you meet the craziest sorts of
folks: peddlers, genuine Hamburg eccentrics, Night
People and day-dreamers.

And at 10am, when the last bananas are thro\4'n out
among whoever's still there, the surrounding pubs fiIl
u D . . .


