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Changing Perspectives in Foreign Language Education:
Where Do We Come From? Where Are We Going?

The  a r t l c l e  o f  Rena te  A .  Schu lz  " chang ing  Perspec t i ves

in Foreign Language Education: Where Do We Cone From? Where

Are  We Go ing?"  d i scusses  the  "good  o ]d  days "  i n  f o re ign

language  educa t i on  and  assesses  changes  tha t  have  taken

. l ,  - a  i n  I  i ' - r 1 : d a  - a > - h i  n -  s i n c e  L h e  . I 9 6 0 s .

Schu lz  rem in i sces  abou t  t he  con ten t -based  i ns t l uc t i on ,

the  phone t i c  and  g rammat i ca l  s t ruc tu res .  She  a fso  touches

on  cu ]Eura . I  pa t te rns ,  as  Lhey  we le  re f l ec ted  i n  rhe

i - - a n - 6 d  - : i c r e r v  ^ F n ^ n  . f  r h e  t i m e .  S h e  - n e n t i o n s

- ^ n  i  " ^ J ,  i  ̂ ^  r h . l  d a ^  l  i  n r f  i  ^ n  +  * - --  .  . . ,  L r d l r s r u l f l r  s - L r g - r d r

f o rms  to  p lu ra l s  and  p resen t  t enses  to  the  pas t ,  d i c ta t i on

a n o  t r a n s f o r n a E ' o n  e x e  r  c . L s e .

A n d  L h e n  S c h - - z  d i s c u s s e s  c h e  c h a n q e s  i n  F o r e j g n

l r n ^ , ' r ^ a  f 6 r ^ h i n ^  i n  l - h a  1 q 7 n ' < .  m " l  I  i  ^ 1 F  i n f a l l i d a h . r. - F - -  - . . -  - - - - -  - . - -  - ' s ,

l a : r h i h ^  c + ! ' l a c  r - . ' - i . ^  c l  . . F 6 ^ i a e  . l i 1 1 6 r e i f \ r  h 6 r i , - , ' -

speakers  and  teachers  w l th  I im i ted  l anguage  p ro f i c i ency ,

" s tandards " ,  pe r fo rmance  assessmen ts ,  and  poL t fo l i o .  Schu fz

r:aises questions !.rhat the profession t i i11 have to deal with

in  the  fu tu re  l n  o rde r  t o  succeed .
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- h a r F  > - a  < 6 ! ' c r ^ -  " c n a ^ t  <  '  h > f  . i r r d h f  T \ /  F f . a n - j o n  i n

S c h u I z ' s  a r l i c _  e :  " s t a n d a r d s " ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  I  y  r e l e v a n L

language proficiency, and no consensus on what knowledge or

^ r  i n f F r a c . l i F I  A - l F v F l  c o u r s e .

According to SchuIz the Stardard,s for -Foreiqn Language

t a z r r i n 4  a r a  >  n : y c d  h - e s . i n ^  T h a \ ,  L i 1 ' a  ' \ r e i n v i d n r F f a d

many  Leachers  a_d  cha l  l enged  schoo f  sys tems  to  take  a

c r i i t i ca f  l ook  a t  t he i i  cu r r i cu lums . "  Bu t  a t  t he  same t ime

they define forelgn language learning "predominantly in

. e r m s  o f  o a s i c  c o m m u n i c a L i o n  s k i - l s ,  i g n o r i n g  -  o r  a L  l e a s L

underva lu ing  -  t he  bene f i t s  o f  f o re ign  l anguage  s tudy  fo r

^ o n o r a l  a , 4 , 1 - r f  i ^ h

Schu fz  a l so  p resen ts  and  answers  f i ve  "easy "  ques t i ons

posed by Richar.d Brecht of the National Foreign Language

Center in the 2001 Northeast Conference Report. ouestion

that caught my attention isr Wilf  the demands of new

fearners, together. with new technology and new scientif ic

knowledge, radical ly change the way we teach and learn

I a n g u a g e ?  h ' t L r o u L  d o u b L ,  n y  a n s w e r  i s  y e s .


