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Creating a (Languagel Learninq
Community in the Literature
Classroom
The very nature of communicarive language
mstructiod gene.aLly r€quires srudents ro
react npidly in rheir public voic€ from rhe
beginning, ralher rhan develop ihoughB
and ideas before speaking. tn tact. by beins
prompted |o communicate oralty, studenrs
are asked to risk an educared guess or
vendre inro untamiliar linguistic teffirory,
which can be a potenrially srressfut under,
taking Although rhey use lheir inner voic.
to prepar€ lor ourer voice communication in
their Ll, language studenb are usualty not
encouuged ro cuhivare an inner voice in
their L2. Tomlinson (2000, 2001) rh€refore
has suggesred rhar insrrucrors rrain srudenrs
to use their inner voice as parr of their rar,
get language commuDication and advis€d
postponing language producrion acrivities
and providing exercises or projects, there-
by encouraging leameE ro ralk to them
s€lves b€fore communicating with ot}rcrs.
This approach, of course, rourinety requires
silence in t}le language classroom-a con-
cepl that makes many language insrructors
rnten5ely uncofiJonable.
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