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TABLE 2.1 Examples from ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines

Minimal
Contact Proficiency Examples from ACTFL 1986 Generic Examples from ACTFL 1986 Generic
Level Hours Descriptor Listening Proficiency Descriptions Speaking Proficiency Descriptions
| 150 Novice-High Able to understand short, learned utterances and Able to satisfy partially the requirements of basic
some sentence-length utterances, particularly where communicative exchanges by relying heavily on
content strongly supports understanding and speech learned utterances but occasionally expanding these
is clearly audible. Comprehends words and phrases through simple recombinations of their elements. Can
from simple questions, statements, high-frequency ask questions or make statements involving learned
commands and courtesy formulae. May require material. Shows signs of spontaneity, although this
repetition, rephrasing and/or a slowed rate of speech falls short of real autonomy of expression. Speech
for comprehension. continues to consist of learned utterances rather than
of personalized situationally adapted ones. Vocabulary
centers on areas such as basic objects, places, and
most common kinship terms. Pronunciation may still
be strongly influenced by first language. Errors are
frequent and, in spite of repetition, some Novice-High
speakers will have difficulty being understood even
by sympathetic interlocutors.
I 300 Intermediate-Low Able to understand sentence-length utterances that Able to handle successfully a limited number of

consist of recombinations of learned elements in a
limited number of content areas, particularly if
strongly supported by the situational context. Content
refers to basic personal background and needs,
social conventions, and routine tasks, such as getting
meals and receiving simple instructions and
directions. Listening tasks pertain primarily to
spontaneous face-to-face conversations.
Understanding is often uneven; repetition and
rewording may be necessary. Misunderstanding in
both main ideas and details arises frequently.

interactive, task-oriented, and social situations. Can
ask and answer questions, initiate and respond to
simple statements, and maintain face-to-face
conversation, although in a highly restricted manner
and with much linguistic inaccuracy. Within these
limitations, can perform such tasks as introducing
self, ordering a meal, asking directions, and making
purchases. Vocabulary is adequate to express only
the most elementary needs. Strong interference from
the native language may occur. Misunderstandings
frequently arise, but with repetition, the Intermediate-
Low speaker can generally be understood by
sympathetic interlocutors.

B ‘1§0 .l—_V’NL /"’ﬁwf

C‘SM({;{ \'Cao[z*:’—fj

-(wméw»l - l/ﬂ(}/&

(table continued on next page)
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