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LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS
A Partial List

l Ability - expressing, asking about
2. Advice - asking for, giving, accepting
3. AgreemenVdisagreement - exprcssing
4. Apology - expressing, responding to
5. Approval/disapproval - expressing
6. Asking how to say something
7. Attracting a person's attention
8. Cause and effect - expressing
9. Clarification - asking for, giving
10. Comparisons - expressing
11. Confrrmiirg - asking for, giving
12. Congratulations - expressing, responding to
13. Decision - expressing, asking about
14. Describing animals
15. Describing objects
16. Describing people
17. Describing spatial relationships and locations
18. Duration - expressing
19. Existence of animates/inanimates - expressing, asking about
20. Experience, existence of- expressing, asking about
21. Feelings - expressing, asking about
22. Future plans - stating, asking about
23. Creetings and lormulaic expressions
24. Health conditions - describing, asking about
25. Identirying animals
26. Identifying objects
27. Identifying people
28. lnformation - giving, asking for
29. Instructions - giving, asking for
30. Intention - expressing, asking about
31. Interesvdisilterest - expressing, asking about
32. Introductions - making
33. Invitations - making, accepting, refusing, suggesting an altemative
34. Likes/dislikes - expressing, asking about
35. Means - expressing, asking about
36. Natating personal experiences, daily routiles
37. Needs - expressing, asking about
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38, Obligation - expressing, asking about
39. Offe$ - making, accepting, refusing
40. Opinions - expressing, asking about
4 I . Ownership - expressing, asking about
42. Permission - asking for, giving, accepting, denying
43. Possibility - expressing, asking about
44. Praise/compliments - giving, responding to
45. Predictions - expressing, asking for
46. Preferences - expr€ssing, asking about
47. Probability/uncertainty - €xpressing, asking about
48, Prohibition - expressing, asking about
49. Purposeheason - expressing, asking about
50. Quantity - expressing, asking about
51. Quoting
52. Reasons - giving, asking for
53, Regret - expressing
54. Repetition - askiry for
55. Reporting past events
56. Requests - making, refusing
57. State, change of- exFessing, asking about
58. Suggestions - making, accepting, refusing
59. Sympathy - expressing
60, Thanks - expressing, responding to
61. Time - expressing, asking about
62. Understanding/lack ofunderstanding - exprcssing, asking about
63. Wants/desires - expressing, asking about
64. Wishes

NOTE: Teachers are encouraged through observation ofthe children's natual
comnunication in theii first language and attempted communication in the second
language to identifu other functions to be added to this list.
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