
3 t u a - (

PART V. The Redesign from a Student's Perspectite

Eniaging students in work in a standards-based classroom can offer its own unique set of

challenges ifthe teacher has not included necessary components in a uoit ofstudy tn fact'

addressing these components in a meaningful order captures a significant part ofwhat a teacher

needs to do in order to increase the likelihood ofstudent engagement and successful application of

knowledge.

The performance task included in this section speaks to the students lt explains to them

what is necessary for successfully completing a unil Thc language is clear and thorouglL

anticipating questions that might arise wh€n students are working on the task at home The task

also includes details *iich are often overlooked in a wdtten assignrnent but which uzually become

part ofthe oral discussion that takes place in class' to help clariS issues fot the students In

reviewing performance task material' shrdents should find the following:

r The standards and/or goals for the unit. These are fiequently known or y to the teacher or

not Dresented in cleat language the students can urderstand'

. How these standards and/or goals will be reflected in the students' work

. Description ofthe end productG), incMing the audience for student work

. Assessment ioformation including scoring guides' $ading scale, etc'

. A list of unit activities which lead to the end product ald help reinforce the standards'

. Details, such as bibliogaphy, margins, materials, work sohedule, cover sheet directions'

gouping sbategies, lergth ofpape$, speeches, etc.

. A tim€ line for completing tlle work
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Fr:eslnran Focrrs Lst - Seill-

Perfornnnce Task
welcomc to a nlajoa actil'ity in yt>ur freshman

ycrr ol lcarning. This performance task has

scvcrul goals. It $'ill rcquire you to:
. Rescarch a pcrson, cvcnt and/or idca which

has had a siSnificilnt cffcct on lifc in thc 20th

century in the arca of English, So'cial Studics'

Math or Sciencc.
. Demonstmtcyour abilit) lo work towards a

college cntrancc ptoficicncy in one of the abovc

subjccLs arca-s.
. Dcmonstratc your ability in the following CIM

arca^s: Wriiin8, Spcaking and Visual Production'
. hescnt your research and idetas in front of a

pancl o[ cval uators.

e
Timeline Allows Students to Work 6

You will begin this insk in early Deoember. A

calend$ of drys you will havc to work ls in-

cluded in this packet. During Dccembcr' you

\rill have a shottened English and Social Studies
class, with a full class period dedicated to wotk
time- In January you may have as much as two

class periods to work on your Project. Make

sure you check youa calenda-r tegularly to malie

surc you follow the .ight schedule- Using your

time wisely will ensure you have aquallty
product when you finish-

ZJ Four Parts to Student Project

You will be scored in thtee 'process' areas for

Lhe CIM: wriring, speakinS, and visual disPlay-
A teacher in the content atea you Picked will

read your written work and determine the level

at which you worked towards a college entrance

proficiency, or PA.S-S- You are expected to

have the writtcn and visual work comPleted two

days before your Panel Presentation. Check your

calendar for the exact date- Listen for any

announcemenls which might require this date to

be chansed.

/ Writing A lbrmal cxpository essay In

rvhich you present your tcsearch' while you

may include your Personal oPinion at the end of

the paper, DO NOT use first person pronouns,
and makc surc you back uP your oPinion \a'ith

facls from your rcscarch. A bibliognPhy ofall
sdurccs is rcquircd, Thc lvriting scorin8 guidc

will be used to cvaluale yout rvtiting skills.

6La Visral: A visual disPlay which presents

your findings in a clcan, well constructcd' attrac-
tivc, and clcarly undcrstandablc f:rshion. Your
rvork, including your wriLten work may bc sharcd
through a computer Prc'scntation progrdm such as

Hyperstudio o. PowcrPoint- You miSht also

consider dcsigning a homc pagc with your infor-
mation, includinS irPproPriatc Iinks to various
pieces o[ information you have created through
your research. Or, you could wlitc your paPcr and

usc the comPuter only for your visual. Othcr
visual stylcs includc a cardboard disPlay' ctcaUve
work which you desiSn to Porfay your ideas
(song, pocm, brochutcs, sculpture' dance' novel,
d.ama). The visu:tl scoring guide will be used k)

evaluate Your work-

E Speech A summ2ty of yout lindings and

cxplanalion of your Proccss- This should be a

minimum of3 minutes and be rehearsed. Your
presentation will be given to a panel of 3 evalua-

tors who will also bc resPonsible for scoting your

writing skills and visual. Thc sPcakrng sconng
guide will be used to evaluate your spccch.

6 P,{.s.S.: A tcacher in English, Social

Studies, Science or Math will read the ideas
presented in your paper and your visual display

and evaluate how effectively you wolked towards

meeting your selected P-A-S.S. Proficiency' Since

you are a ninth Srader, it is likely that you are still
"working towards" meeting a standard colleges

cxpcct for entcaing frcshmen. See the sconng
guide for PA.S-S- slandards In yout area
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Being Successful
In ordc. to besuccessful, you must:
1. Coniplete a quatity product,
2. Meet dcadlincs.
3. work on your task at schftt and home.
4. Havc al supplias during school work time.
5. Mect thc folloiving lcvels on sco.ing guides:

Writing-4's in all arc:rs
Spealiing-4h in all are.B
Visual-4's in ali arcas
P,A,S.S.-eam a4 in 'working Towards"

6. Complete a thoughtful self-evaluation- Tum
it in with your llnished project-

Let's Get Specific!
l. You rvill work q'ith either your Eng- or Social
Studies teachcr durin8 'work time.'
2. You will also havc timc to consult with a
teacher in Math or Sciencc, ifyou sclcct cithc.
of thosc subject arqrs-
3. Somc days you will have one full class pcdod
to work. Some days you will have both your
Eng. arld Social Studies class periods to work.
4. You rvill earn points each day [o. work you
complete in class by having your bacher sign a
dailyjournal you keep- This must be tumed in
with your finished project so we can calculate
you. "wo.k points.n
5- You will have designated days you can work
in thc library- You will have assigned seas.
6. The library will have i list of yout topics so
they can help you find additional sourc€s.
7- You may also use e-mail to corespond with
professionals in your chosen field You must
have a 'Netuser' sticker to do this at school-

Writing Guidelines
1- Take notes as you research. Keep your
bibliography list. The bibliography is the last
pige of your written work
2. Final copy must be typed or in a computer
presentation prog|ajn- l,ength min- 3 pgs./1500
words, double spaced. Math mio.-l pg./50o
rvords, rvith at least 2 pgs- oI problem solving.
3- l-eave a one (1) inch margin on all sides of
the essay, except for the cover page altd li|st
page. l-eave a two (2) inch margin at the top of
your first text page.
4. Number each page al the bottom center.

Model Cover Page

Tifle of Your Project

Yoor Nahc
E glish-MB. Smith, P.E -
SupcflisinS T€chct--

P SS PrcficLtr.y subjeL4etlcr:-

Speaking Guidelines
l- kngth minimum is 3 minutcs-
2, You may rcfer to notes. You may not usc
you! writlcn work as notes.
3- Be prcparcd !o explain your work in the
following ways:

: The process you followed to complete it-
. What you leamed about your topic, espe-

cially tiings that surprised you-
. Strengths of your work and ateas you think

need improvement, in other words, what
you would do differently oext time-

4. YourevaluaioN will ask you qu€stions.
Think before you answer them.

Visuat guidelines
1. Make sure your visual repr€sents quality 9th
grade work In other words, spell all words 

'

correctly, use stencils or computer-generated
writing, nothing hand lettercd.
2. Quality means not leavilg your visual until
rhe last minute. An attractive display is imprcs-
sive and lets evaluators know you care about
your woik.
3. Have matedal to work on your visual avail-
able during school work time-
4. l-€t your supervisiog teacher know if you
require electricity, VCR'S computels, or other
equipment to show your visual.
5. You will have table space to display your

_ work-
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S'electing a P.A.S.S. ProficiencY
Thcrc is an easy proccss for determintng in
'\\,hich of thc four corc subject areas you wanl lo

f-()cus yol'f \r'ork- Follow this step-by-steP lisl.

I- Read the PA.S.S. proficiency descriptions.

2, Think about an area of strong inlcrcst for )tou.
3. Decide on a person, event and/or idea in thjs

area rvhich had a significant effect on life in the

20th ccntury
4. Shapc a .cscarch topic around this Person,
cvent or idea \\ hich fiLs onc of the proficiencies
lisred bclow. Think this through well; you want
to malie surc that your'idez" truly fits the
proficiency that is going to bc used for a stan-
dard to a.ssess youa work.
5. Complete a project Planning sheet-
6- Confcrencc with your English teachcr and
havc your plan approved.
7- lf your English teachcr has apProved your

idea, take it to thc contenl area teacher who will
as.se.ss horv effectively you have mastered the
PA.S.S. proficiency. Discuss your ide"s and get

his/her signature- Then have a Parcnt sigrl iL
8. Retum the planning shcet to youlEnglish
teachcr.
9- Plannin8 sheels will be shared with the
library specialist to confirm school resourccs for
your intended area of study-

You must do quality work. This means that you

may be asked to redo areas which are checked
during your work time; this is to ensure that your
'best work" is the end Prlrduct. Because this is
an 'end-of-semestet' Project, it is your chance to
tum in a top nolch, ninth gradejob.

Math
Profi cielcy F-Solve Mathematical Problems
Prcifi ciency G-CommuDicate Malhematrcs

Science
Prcficiency l-E€mine Scicntiftc Theories &
Research

English
P.ofi ciency B-lnterpret Literary Worl(s

Social Studies
Proficiency G-Analyze Issuqs and Events

3 t4" l  - i
How do I Conduct Research?
l- Complete the planning sheet It 11'ill require
you to pose somc questions that you $'ill try to
answcr during )'our research.
2- Have a packer of PaPer, nolecards, andlor
spiral notebook to keeP all of your notes in, This
will hclp keep them ali in one Place, and they ate
less likely to get lost,-
3. Malie sure you include this minimum set of
material sourcc.s in Your woak:

Magazincs-minimum of 2
Non-fiction books-minimum of 2

(You don't use the whole k)ok-)
Elertronic source-l

EncycbPedias, lntcmet, c-mail
4. I have included a list of WAHS Periodicals in
this packet.
5. Some pcople like to comPlcte thcir tqscirfch'
see what they get, aod then put an outli nc to-
gether. Others work betler ftom an outline so
they know what kind of information to scarch
for- You will stay focused better if you have a
thesis for yout work.--that main idea that you ate

trying to prove, disProve, supPorl, etc.
6. Remember that your wo.k will be checked
every day when your suPervisiDg teacher checks
yourjournal and asks you what you accom_
plished during your work time. These Poinls
will be added to your linal SEde; they are
importanl They may be made up if you have an
excused abcence; ask your teacher how to do
this.

Questions I Need to qeE 4n!.9l9dt

l .

7.

2.

4_

5.

6.
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Elements of Stud€nt Success: Questions to Guide Teacher Work
in a Standards-Based Classroom

Teachers tlpically plan, teach, and evaluale student work in isolation. While educational

leaders are proponents ofcollaborartve plarning, integrated instrucrion, and shared assessments. il

does not happen, to the degee that it should, in classrooms today. As a result, teachers must leam

to develop units around standards, to establish clear assessment criteria, and to create performance

assessments by th€mselves. Knowing the right questions to ask dudng this planning time will help

teacher achieve the results they desire and will create a supportive enviroffnent for student

leaming.

Teacher work in a standdds-based clajssroom can be divided id to thte€ key areas:

preparatio4 process, and product. These elements define the sequence fiom the development of

the slandards-based unit tkough the activities which guide the leaming ending with tlle products

that demonst.ate how well the students have mastered th€ necessaD/ knowledge and skills. In the

preparation phase, a teacher must focus on the staldards to be address€d. He must make sure that

the selected unit of study is the best vehicle for teaching and reinforcing the standards. The process

phase defines the activities which guide the student though leaming and demonstrating the selected

academic standards through multiple activities. The product phase allows the teachet to create and

assess tie culminatins task.
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