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Faculty Vitality Grant Third-Year FSG Writing Assessment
Spring 2002

Task: Last year you studied in [country] and lived directly with a [language]-speaking family. While there, you
) especially enjoyed telling one of the family members who was about your age about what you were reading in

o ! i your classes. Write a letter to this person in which you: 1) related briefly what you have been doing since your

”’fﬂ_ w» return to the US three months ago; 2) tell him/her the plot of a particular story you have read; 3) explain why

e 1,/ Yyouliked it or did not like it; 4) describe briefly what you like or do not like about this and the other classes
gty ¥ you are taking; and 5) ask him/her about the rest of the family and what they have been doing since you left.

w”’ Scoring Guide

Note: Scan the content quickly to determine OF the major parts of the task are represented. The sample may still

be adequate if either 1 or 5 is missing, but NOT both, and if 3 or 4 is missing, but NOT both. If parts are

missing, the parts that are there must be richer than otherwise in order to yield enough material to judge. It is
also possible that related parts may blend into each other and that elements of a part may appear in more than
one place. Not only must the language fit the description in order to merit a given score; the message must
include the specified kind and quantity of content.

Rule of thumb for quick judgment of 4/Advanced-Mid or higher: several sentences with two or more connected

clauses, with correct management of the connectors (German: word order in dependent clauses; ssFrench:

subjunctive where required by conjunction; *eSpanishee); past-tense morphology correct much more often than
not; differentiates between past tenses consistently (but not perfectly), where the distinction is necessary; uses
genuine future tense if it is necessary; pronouns almost perfect in choice of person, number and gender, with no
consistent pattern of case error; management of adjectives more resembles the native speaker than the non-native

(FSG: reliable gender and number; FS post-positioning; G distinguishes all needed cases)

o 6 Aside from a few unsystematic errors of minor grammar, precise vocabulary, and idiom, the sample is
AL Sup indistinguishable from native-speaker writing. It has a natural tone, probably conveyed by more than a
b A 5 g/"_,'\ few "flavor" words.

& “ 5 In both areas of narration there are frequent stretches of essenji ive-speaker language, where overt

AH | errors are lacking, though "flavor" words and idioms may nq‘%%ar distinction is made between
casual and systematic narration. There are no regular patterns of error in choice of tense, tense
morphology, noun gender, pluralization, choice of preposition, basic adjustment of preposition (FSG
contraction, efc.; G: secondary adjective pattern may be unreliable, but articles will be very accurate).

4 see Rule of Thumb above. Award the 5 ONLY if the sample is distinctly above this level-well more

AM | than half-way to the 6.

3 Produces a few grammatically correct sentences of more than one clause, with definite connection

AL | between clauses, and many single-clause sentences that have only slight errors. Selection between past
tenses is not random, but there are frequent errors of both selection and morphology. Basic gender
coding is reliable for pronouns and articles, but there are many errors in management of descriptive
adjectives. Uses prepositions (or equivalents) like next to, before, after, during, until if they are called
for, but makes small errors in related words. Similar with conjunctions like before, after, etc. (FS: clear

s attempt at subjunctive if required by conjunction, but serious morphological errors).

2 IH| Award the 2 ONLY if the sample is distinctly more like 3 than 1, not just clearly better than 1. The
language shows bursts of Advanced-Low quality, but there are several errors in simple morphology,
syntax and vocabulary. Sentences/clauses are frequently connected, whether by conjunction, time
phrases, or pronouns referring to antecedents in a previous clause. Some distinction of casual and
systematic natration (up-to-now vs. back-then). Morphology of common verbs in past tense is often
correct. Almost always codes for gender, number, and case, but makes many errors beyond the high-
frequency instances (ex: handles he/him well but not always they/them).

1 Sentences are generally separate units, except where the connection is simple ("and," "but"). More

IM | complex connections often show distortion (errors in conjunction, time phrases). Past tense shows
frequent errors beyond the handful of highest-frequency verbs (be, have, go, say, must). Does not vary
formulation when expressing similar meanings (ex: repeats "I think" instead of varying with "It is
possible that..." or "In my opinion"). Everyday vocabulary is weak enough that concrete facts and
attributes are unclear, and there is essentially no ability to circumlocute.
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