
,T,:*.
'i j"'

0 3  t z - r
Faculty Vitallty Grant Third-Year FSG Writing Assessment

Spring 2002
Tasb llsl year you sndied in lcounry] and lived direcdy with a language]-sp€aking family. While lhere, you
esp€cially enjoyed telling one of the family rnenbers who was about your age about what you were reding in
your classes. Write a letter to this person in which you: l) relaled briefly what you have b€€n doing rircd )o,rr
/ellra to the US three months ago; 2) tell him/her the plot of a pdticular story you hav€ r€ad; 3) explain why
you liked it or did not like il; 4) describe briefly what you like or do not like about this and the other cla$es
you are taking; and I ask him/her about the rest of the family and what they have be€n doing since you lefi.

Scoring Guide
Nots Scan ihe conlent quickly to determine df the major parB of the task arc represented. The sanple may still
be adequate if either I or 5 is missing, but NOT both, and if3 or 4 is nissing, but NOT both. If parts are
missing, the pans that are there musi be richer than otherwise in order to yield enough material to judge. It is
also possible lhat relaled parts may blend into each other and thar elements of a pan may appear m nore than
one place. Not only must lhe language fit the description in order to merit a given score; th€ message must
include the specifi€d kind and quantity of eont€nt.

Rde of thunb for quick judgment of 4Advanced-Mid or highe. several sentences with two or Inore connected
clauses, wilh colr€ci managemenl of the comecton (German: word oder in dep€ndent clauses; -French:
subjunclive where rcquired by cor{unction; -Spanishn); FEst-tense morphology correct much more often than
noq differentiaies between p6st lenes consistently (but nor p€rf€cdy), whele lh€ disrinction is necessary; uses
genuine future tense if il is necessary; pronorms almost perfect in choic€ of person, numb€r and gender, with no
consistent patlem of case errori management of adjectives $ore resembles the native sp€ker than the non-native
(FSC: reliable gender and number: FS poslposilioning; G distinguishes all neened cas€s)
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Aside from a few unsyst€matic erroN of minor grammar, precise vocabulary, and idiom, the sample is
indistinguishable from native-spfaker writing. It has a natuml tone, prcbably conveyed by more than a

5
AH

ln both areas of narration therc are frequ€nt streiches of essenlblu-lenve-spea*er language. where overl
errom are lacking, though {flavor" words and idiorns may nfich. Clear dis[ncrron is made berween
crsual and s) stematic narration. There are no regular pattemi of ermr rn choice of lense. ense
rnor?hology, noun gender, pluralization, choice of preposition, basic adjustnent of preposition (FSG
contraction. eic.: G: secondarv adieclive Datlem mav be unr€liable. b$ anicles will be verv accurate).
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see Rule of Thumb above. Awad the 5 ONLY if the samDl€ is distincdv above this level-well more
than half-wav to the 6.
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Produces a few grammatically correct sentences of more than ode clause, with definile connection
between clauses, and many single-clause sentences that have only slight effors, Selection betwe€n pasi
tenses is not random, but there are frequent enors of both sel€clion and morphology. Basic g€nder
coiling is reliable for proDouns and a(icles, bul there are many errors in manag€ment of descriptive
adjecdves. Us€s prepositions (or equivalent!) like next to, b€fore, after, during, until if they are called
for, but makes small errors in related words. Similar with conjunctions like before, after, etc. (FS: clelr
atlemDt at subiunctive if reouired bv coniunction. but serious momholosical errom).

2 t H Awad the 2 ONLY if the sample is distincdy more like 3 ihan I, nor.just clearly better than L The
language shows bursts of Advanced-lrw qualily, but there are several errors in simple morphotogy,
s!,nta,\ and vocabulary. Senrenc€s/clauses are fr€querdy connect€d, whether by conjunction, time
phrales, or pronouns refening to antecedenls in a previous clause. Some distinction of casual and
systematic narration (up-to-now vs. back-then). Morphology of common verbs in pasl tense is often
correct. Almost always codes for gender, numb€r, and care, but mates many erro$ beyond the high-
fr€ouencv instances rex handles he/hin w€ll but no. alwavs thev/them).

'I

I M
Sentences are generally s€pamte unils, except where the connection is simple ("and," "bui*). More
complex conne€tions often show distonion (errors ill conjunction, time phns€s). Past tense shoivs
frequent erron beyond the handful of high€srfrequency v€rbs (be, have, go, say, must). Does not vary
formulation when expressing similar mealings (€x: rep€ats 'I think" instead of varying with 'It is
possible that...* or "ln mv opinion"). Ev€rvdav vocabularv is weak enoueh that concrete facts and
athihutes aE unclar and there

:/.'!
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