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The Benchmark lV Oral Assessment was developed through the
collaboration of the Oregon University System Proficiency-based
Admissions Standards System (PASS) Project and the Confederation
in.Oregon for Language Teaching (COFLT) with the support.of the
oregoi Department oi Education (oDE). lt is a scripted oral
interview that determines a student's speaking proficiency at
Benchmark Level lV of the State Content Standards and the
Proficiency-based Admissions Standards System (PASS) The
benchmarks are based on the ACTFL Proficiency Descriptors

This oral assessment shows what a student can do with the
language. lt measures if a student reaches the Benchmark lV criteria
uut-ooel not indicate how far above or below the standard a student
is. The assessment's effectiveness depends on three conditions:

. that the speech sample is long and varied enough to show
what a student can do: lt is sufficient.

. that the assessors apply the same criteria and conditions to
every student: They are consistent.

. that the student demonstrates oral competency and skills
according to a performance standard: S/he is proficient'
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.BENCHMARK IV ORAL ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

To oass the Benchmark lV Oral Assessment the student must successfully

;r6r-m�;i-te-aii il Ji a'poisiute trree situations at the Benchmark lv level ro

Lass a situation ttre student must perform two tasks in addition to the question

task for a total of three of four tasks

Benchmark lV Performance DescriPtors

Content of Conversation
(Content and Function)

Content:
. Conveys simple information, ideas and feelings on topic

. Stays within the topic or logically extends

E!eO!e: Q. How does your house compafe lo yourfriend's house?

On'topic: A. My house is big My friend lives in an€partment
When I grow up I want to live in a conoo . .

Off_topic: A l like my family lhsve three brothers ano slsers

Function:
. Recombines learned materiallo c{eate original sentences on situation

toDic and periorms the function inherent in the prompt
(See list oftunctions on Page 24')

. Performs t!rc tasks in addition to the question task for a total of three

of the four tasks Per situation

(Conte.{ and Flnclion)
'Maintains conver*rcn
'R6ponds but may need
one rcp€tnion to indicate

'ask€ 2 0r3 conveFal'on-
extending questons Per
6hu.lion for a minimum of

pre6enl time ttame wilh
sm. €.ror€ andor s€l!

'speech is conprch€n€ible
to the sympathetic listenet

Paus€s il lhese Paces

'cdtrots bGic aructures
senten€€€ in response to
Frirmity ces extenaea

mate al to cteate oiginal
s€nlenc6 on situalion
topic ind pedorms lhe
lun lion inh€renl in the

' P.rlorms two lasks in
additton lo th€ qu6rron
last tor a tot lol thr€€ ot

OCOFLT Revised 04/25100
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Use of Language
(Text Type)

Text Type:
. Primarily uses extended sentences in response to open-ended

questrons.
May use some phEses where appropnate:
Example: Q. Vvhen is the dance?

A Nen Friday.

Extended sentences include modifying phrases telling when and/orwhere

EIgOplg: 
"ln the winter we ski at Mount Bachelor'"

hglEellqf: 1/Ve ski "

Do not penalize a student if he or she fails to use accurate slruc'lures in
an attempt at a more comPEX response.
Example: Q. How does your family share household chores?

A. lwash the dishes: my moiher who does the cooking, my
sister Iazy sleePing.

Comprehensible Speech
(Accuracy and Delivery)

Accuracy:
. Controls basic struclures and vocabulary in the present time frame with

some errors and/ol self-correc{ion.
Explains who is doing what' where and when -
Ng[g: Basic structures may vary by language ln French, German, and
Sp;ish the student should generally be in controlof subjectverb
agreement with an occasionil enor' Using the subject pronoun with ihe
infinitive of the verb is not at the Benshmark lV level'

. Speech is comprehensible to the sympathetic listener
Enors that do not interfere witrl clmprehensibility although they may be
bothersome or annoYng
ExgnplC: Rately lhave been study English'

Hete the common pronunciation enor of mistaking the "t" and
"l" does not prevent the interviewer from unde6tanding lately"'
Similarly, failure to add "ing" to study does not prevent the
sympatilic listener from underslanding this more complicated
slruqure.

Delivery:
. Speech may have pauses if these pauses lead to extending the

conversation.
A halting pace and/or unnaturdl pauses that interfere with communic€tion
are not at Benchmark lV

oCOFLT Revised 04/25i00
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. Conversational Interaction
. (Responses and Questions)

Responses: The student...

. Maintains the conversation

. May need one rephrasing to indicate understanding of the question or
prompt

. Indicates that the question was understood and provides the information
expected

ExSoplg: Q. Tell me about your social sludies class.

Conect A. ltake US History from Mr. Jones. lhavetoreada
lot every night The class is herd but I like it'

Inconect A. I study at night, sometimes on weekends'

. Indicate that the prompt or question was understood with no more than one
rePetiiion

Ex3llplg: Question (prompt) - Vvhat things do you do with your family?
RePIY - Can You repeat he question?
Prompt rephrase - Vvilat aciivities do you do with your
familY?

Answer - Oh, aaivities. We get together sometimes and go to
the movies

Questions:

. Asks two or three conversation-extending questions per situation for a
minimum of five Per interview

ExamDle: VVho does the dishes at your house?
Vvhai other chores do You have?
Vvhat is Your least favodte chore?
\Men do you have time to clean lhe house?

. Must filllhe information gap and move lhe conversation torward

EXgMlg: How many brolhers and sislers do you have?
Vvho is the oldest?
How many are males and females?

. Must not be repeats of the inteMewefs questaons

OCOFLT Revised 04/25100
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Structure of the lnterview

The BIVOA presents the student with a series of 4 tasks designed to
o"t hitlh"t io perform at the Benchmark lV level' After the student
iai reaO the situation card, the inteNiewer begins with the 4'1 promPt

to encourage the student to expound with a series of 5 or 6
sentenceion the topic. The 4.2 prompt is a follow-up to elicit even
more. Usually the taak 4.3 prompt (shaded in gray) prompts the
student to askquestions of the interviewer' Ohis could at times be
ihe +.t tasf.; fne 4.4 task is (1) another opportunity for.th-e student to
ipeak furtnelr on the topic in case the interviewer doesn't feel that
thlre is enough of a sampte or (2) a wind-down toclose the situation
when the interviewer feels there is already a sufficient sample'

lf the student is having difficulty with the Benchmark lV prompts' the
iciiot or"rs a Benchriark lll piompt more simply phrased to (1) allow
G interviewer to maintain th'e conversation and (2) to move the
iiuO"nt back to the Benchmark lV level performance, if possible'
i-ne Ouestion fask at the Benchmark lll level often feeds a question

and ptompts for more, thus attempting to move the student back to
ine eenclitarf M level. The 3.4 task offers a graceful exit to the
situation when it is obvious that the student cannot perform at a
higher level.

OCOFLT Revised 04/25100
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