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GONTENT-BASED LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION
A CLEAR-SPONSORBD SEMINAR

loAnn Crandall and Karen Willetts,
Center for Applied Linguistics

About CLEAR
The lead @ticle in this iss@ oJ the ERIC|CLL News Bulletid
discusses d semiMt that ||as spoasorcrl in Jmuilt bJ the @
Cetuet lor Langtaee Education d'n Resu.ch (CLEAR), |9hich
h6 a naidate fton the Olfice of Edu.dtional Rese@ch ahn
Imprcveneat to condtct both basic and applied rcseo.h oJ
rcley@ce to educalorc oJ linited English-plofrieni stvdents and
JoreiSn lang@ge stud.tts. CLEAR is lNated at the UniversitJ
of Catilomia, Los A^set8 (UCLA) aid is stafed br tu i,xerdis-
ciplintut Sroup of staff Md stude^ts. Majd CLEAR-rcIated
projects Ne also beiry connucted at the Cent.t fu Applied
Liflguisti.s, Yale U^iversiry, Hateatd Unive8iry, and the Uni
veait, of catih ia, Saata Bdrbara. CLEAR is dko cot
laborating eith nuwroB school dis,ticts Eou"l the count4.

In res?ons€ ro growinS re€ogrilioD of rhe ioporlance of
coDtenrbased idsluclion, the Center for Alllied Linguisrics, as
part of iL! activilies h the Center foi Language EducaiioD md
Research (CLEAR), brcu8hr togeater teachers, administraron,
and Daterials develope.s fron ESL, foreigD lanSuages, aDd
bilingual educalioD for a s€minar oD Jeuary 6, 1986, to discuss
ways in phich la!8uage and conlenr itrsrucrion car be
effectively combiied, the kinds of programs and maleriats thar
exisl and the leeds or problens thar musr be addressed, by
CLEAR and othe6, to facilitare rhis inregrarion. Also in
altendance were a nudber of reseechers in Dathemarics ard
science who are peticularly inle.ested in the rote of language itr
inquiry and lrobled solving, aDd id the acadcdic achieverent of

The goals of the seminar were io:
L ideDtify ways in which lanSuage ifftrucrion and acadexnic

cotrlent rDstructon can bc successfulty conbined, reSddless of

2.  ident i ry  model  p!o8rams,  promis ing reaching
rnelhodologies, maleriak, and otrer resources;

3. provide direclioD for futu.e lroSrarn d€velopnenr by
idenlifyinS leeds in leache. rraining, malerials, curricutun, ard

4. suDmarize aDd disreminalc iDfo.malion abour rhe currenl
status and needs in conteDt-basd language i$truclion; aDd

5. provide Suidance for fulue CLEAR acriviries.

LANGUAGE AND CONTENT LEARNING:
FINDING COMMON CROUND
Bernard A. Mohan, University of B ritish Cohtmbia

A mjo.ily of second larguage leamers do oor leam largua8e
for ils own sake. Th€y learD because they musr leam subjec!
matt€r tlrough the Dedium of rhe secord lanSuage. They must
use lhe second language ro lea Accordingly, rhe inieSralion of
ladSuaSe leamiDg ard cotrlen! leamidS is now considered ao
imlortaot queslior i, the fi€ld of laDsuage research. Mary
scholm low believe rhd a s@ond tanguaSe is lemed mr so
much by direct iDstlucnon in lhe rules of languaSe, bur by usitrg
th€ languaSe in meadinSful codlexb. The success of CaladiaD
Frercl imersion prosrams is widely kno,r,n (Swain & ktkir,
l98r). Krashen (1982) dgues thar lealnen will acqure a secono
languagc oDly if they receive coDpr€hensible i!pu! i!  . Talk
becoxnes comprelensible ro secodd language leamers ftrough
coniexl and reference to backglound knowledSe ad expqience.
But talk is .ot enough. Cummins (1984) provides evidence tha!
to succeed ir school, bilingual

INTEGRATING LANGUAGE AND
CONTENT INSTRUCTION

Helena Anderson Curmin, Milwaukce Public Schaots

IDt%ralion of laoguage aDd subjecr contenr has successfully
beeD @complhhed in immeBioo prograns and haj emerged as a
feature of sheltered-English pbSrams for limit€d-Erylish-profi,
cienr (LEP) srudetrb_ ID both lroSrms sludeDts succeed io acquir-
ing languaSe and subjecr matrer cotrterr knowledre ai rhe same

Innersion prograG have very successfuily demonsrrared for .
pcriod of ov€r 20 yean that studenrs caD lea.n snbjecr conieDr
and larguage simult2neously ud &tieve i! sraddardized resrs
admiDistered in Erylish at the same lev€l or ofletr at higher
levels thaD srudentr ir Esglish-orly classes (Swain, 1984). In
Emersron lrograms, the seclnd laDguage is used as rhe nediuln
for subject contetrt irstrucrion atrd sludents leam the sccond
la!8uage naturally, because they need it io coDnuoicare about
school subjects and what is happeniDs around rhem. In total

See Cwtain. D. 10See Craadalllwilleus, p 7
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imersion lrograns, lhe first two or lkee yed in $e Fogram
de codducaed eottely tlrough lhe second la!8ua8e, aDd studentr

be8iD itritial readiDs iDsuuction iD that latguaSe
The goals of immersio! prograns ar€ usualiy fourjold

(cenessee, 1984):

1. to provide lhe panicipatinS studentr with funclional

competence in both wrilleo add sloken 4Pectq of d'e

2. h promo!€ and maintain Dornal leYels of first

ldguage developmerl;
3. lo ensure achievenent i, academic subjeclr com-

hensurate wilh studeuts' acadernic abilily od grade level;

4. to iDstilt in rhe sludetrt an uderstanding atd aPpre-

cianon for ihe tarSel laDguage 8rcuP and lheii latrSuage

and cultur€ without delrsctirg i! any way fmfr $e stu-

dedts' identity with and apprecialiot of the hoDe languaSe

IDde6ioo prograDs are Dol alore in providing successful
contenl-tased instruclion for secord languaSe l€ame.s.
sheltercd-EDglis} lro8rams, which oriSinat€d in califomia, have
also proyed 10 be very effecdve in this regard. Slehered-
Elglish proSrams are componentc of bilingual educatior plo-

8rams, which de desiSled to te&h EDglish and subject conl,eni
!o LEP rludents using sp@ia1ly adalted (but noi warered-down)
curiculums aid malerials- I! lhc shellered-E glish class, ar in
the imm€rsio! class, lanSuaSe is only a tool througl whici
lubject colleDt is leamed.

The Soals of shellered Etrglish progt.ms fo. lanSuaSe-
minoriry srudents as elicllaled by Holt and Tenpes (1982) @:
thar LEP sludeDls irill (a) altain high levels of oral EDglish
proficiercy; (b) achieve iD acadernic areas; and (c) €J(pe.ieDce
posirive psychosocial adjuslDetrt to life ir a comllex, mrlti

A oird example of successful coDtetrl-based instruclio! can be
fouDd in "errich€d FLES (foreign language in lhe elemenlary
school) prosrads or partial immersion pro8rads id which
sludenls Eceive sode subjecl conlent iostructiotr id a secodd
laoguage in addilion !o formal la!8'rage insrructiotr.

Exdples of such prograros ce be found in CiDciDnati, OH'
where elemeltary stldeDts are leabitrg Arabic, ChiDese' Ja?

anese, or Russian through an, music, atd Physical educalion
classes, and id Milwalkee, WI, where a grouP of middle school
studeDts are leamiDg S?aoish and mathematics taugh! throuSh
SpaDish. Etemettary studeDts in lhe Maple Dale tndian Hill

School Disrricl jusi outside of Milwaukee, ?arliciPale in d

interdisciplinary Spanish ?rcgrarn. SPaDish aod selecled s€ielce'
dl and social studies lessoN are la!8hl in Sparish

R€cenr second languag€ &quisilioD reseeh gives theorelical
sulport to tho luccess thal coDtent based secord language
leamjnS prograrns have shown. The distirclior that has beeD
made between ".cquisilion" and "leaminS" (Klashen, 1981;

Srevi lk ,  la80/  rhows !ha!  equis i ( ioD occurs wheD lanSuage i ,
"picked u!" naturally-a subcooscious  ocess almost like

leami.g a first larguage. Research fu er suSSesLe ihat acquinng
a second latrguage is dePeddent on sufficient understandable
lirguislic iDput ihat lhe brain Focesses in oriler 10 genetate

speech. Krashen (1981) uses the terd conprEhetsible bpuf lo

descibe this lrocess.
Some chdacretistics of coroprehensible input de:

l0

1. It inust contaiD soxne language aleady kroM !o lhe
students and some larguaSe oot yet acquircd.

2. The larSuage tlat is ac{uired is acquired through
coniert, geslures, aDd [Dguistic modifications.

3. The m€ssage Dusr focus or meaning and Dot oD
rorm, aDd must be iDteresti!8 !o the stud€nt.

4. Tle input is rot necessarily SraDmatically se-

5. Affective factors that de preseni a.e self-coufidence
ad low anxiety.

Additioral secold lalguage acquisiiion research thal su?ports
conrer!-based iDsrruction is that of Cuxomins (1981) who siales
lhal first or s@oud lar8uage proficiercy catr be looked at in
tems of the degree of contextual suppon available for ex-
presiDs or comprehebdinS lhrouAh a lanSuaSe and the degree of
cogtrilive itvolvenetrt lecessary to do d actiyity. Ash€r (1977)
talks abour the role of a "silent period" in recod language
inslruction when studetrts &re nol required ,o produce utlerances
before they are ready. Dulay dd Bun (19?8), among others.
loint !o lhe imponadce of lhe sepealion of p.imary ald largel
lansua8es in s@ond laDsuage progrds.

Ir is iiteresliDg !o nole that all of ihe aspects of secord
luSuage acquisilion research that have been rnenliotred here are
Fesenl tu ixnmersion ard sheltered-English programs:

l� There is a focus otr EeaDing rather lhe on fom-
Tlere is no overt enor conection.

2. Linguisric nodiricanoos such d sim?lified speech and
controlled vocabulary thal de rccessary for conpieheo
sible inlut are used.
3. InstructioDal larguage has contexlual cluos to helt

convey Deming.
4. Conversalional inleraction-usualy the subject con-

lef is interestirg ard real to the sludeDt!.
5. Larguages of imtructiotr ar€ kept very cefully seP

6. Sludeoas are allowed a sileDt leriod and do nol have 1o
speak uolil ihey @ ready.

The success€s of co.leDt-based inslructiot s evideDced i,
idmersio, program and cheltered-E!8lish programs need !o be
ca!:ied further ioio other more traditional foreig, laoguaSe

?rogr.ns, al the cl€mentary, middl€ schoovjunior hi8h, and
high school levels. Especiauy it lhe d€a of elenentary forcigD
taDSuaSe prograns, the incorporatioD of codtedt�bsed insiiuc-
tion would Sive ircreased irnpetus to language study al that
level, lot only because of the itcreased languaSe lemiDg
success it would bring, but also because it would ?rovid€ a
solulion for the percnnial problen of whal to take oul of the
curriculun id order lc! fiDd time for elernentary foreiao leguage
idstructior. If conrenl-based insFucnon werc iocotPorated idlo
elenert.ry foreign taDguage pro8.ams, the classroom teacher
who must stru8ale io schedule a mullitude of cuniculat areas into
a liniled amouDt of nne would see the €lenerlary foreiSo
laDguage teacher as aD ally in this effon, rather $aa someoDe
who j( latjDg away arolher vs-luable block of dbe.

Serious consideration should be givet to itrcorloraling the
succes\ful eleEenB of shellered EDglish atd imEe6ioD Progiams
inlo oiher type! of leSuage programs. Wilh everyihing lhat is
alftady knowtr about the success of conteDl_based instruction
dd the theoretical basis underlyirg il aod coDsidering tle ever
greater rc€d for secord langusge idstruclion in ao increasiDgly
irterdeDendetrt \rorld. ee c.nlot afford to do otherwise.
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