
CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECT]VE FOREIGN L.ANGUAGE
INSTRUCTION

Developed by ths
' National Association ot Dislrict

_ Supervisors ot Foreign Languago Programs (NAOSFL)
(Ihis lisl repros€hts th€ 'b€sl thinHng' of foreign hnguaga ouriculum sp€cieli6t nationally)

The teacher uses the target languag6 €xtensively and sncourages the
students to do so-

. The teacher provides opportunities to c€mmunicato in the target languaga
in meaningful and purposeful aclivities that simulate real-lite situations.

. Skill-getting aciivitiEs enable students to participate successfutly in skilh
using activities. Skill-using activitles predominate.

Time devotad to listening, speaklng, reading, and writing is appropriato to
course objecttuas and to the language skills ot students.

. Culture is systematicatly incorpoftrted into instruc on.

. The teacher uses a variety of student groups.

. Most activitles at€ student.centered.

. The teacher uses erelicia enor conection in activlties that focus on
accuracy and implicit or no enor @rsction h actMties which focus on
communication.

. Assessment reflecls th6 way studgnts ar€ taughl

. Studgnt tasks and teachsr questions refloct a range ot thinking skills.

. Instruction addresses studenl leaming styles.

. Students are oxplicitly taugtrt toreign tanguage learning strategies and ara
encouraged to assess their own progress

. The toacher enables all students to be successful.

. The teacher establishes an aftective climate in which the students teel
comtorlabls laking risks.

. Students.are enabled to devslop positive attitudes toward cultura
diversity.

. Ths physical environmenl retlscts tho target language and culturo.

. ThE teacher uses lhe textbook as a tool, not as a curriculum.

. The teacher uses.a variety of print and non-print materials including
aulhsntic matorials.

. Ths tsacher sngages in continued protessional development in the aroas
of language skills, cultural knowledgg, and currBnt methodology.


