
. ORAL PROFICIENCY TESTIIIG
Uethod, Advice, quest ion Types

Level Check PEobes wind-do6'n

FOUR STACES

Wald-up

1. Yes/No Do you l ive 1n

SoIIE QUESTION TYPES (fron STS Manual)

TYPE EXAMPLE OPTIIIAI, LEVEI,(S)

0 - Ol- (Novlce)

/ \ -1/  
-  

^ I(/ zre .- |

Retaln nornal speaking pace and tone ulrless absolutely inpossible. Avold
t 'cnreEakert 'speech.

Ddnrt  Eake t l .ne for correct ions and leaching.

Talk as 1i t l1e as possible.

Be pal ient --  rai t  through pauses: they are both palnful  and product ive.

3e sure to obtain a ratable sarple.

2. Choice t tolr  dld you get here, by car or bus? Of -  I  (Novlce-InlerBedlaEe)

3. ?ol lcc Would you descr lbe lh is rooo, please? AII

4.  Infornat ion Who vas ui th you? fhy. . .? G+-3(Novlce-Super ior)
(4A with props --  n;rps, assumed roles, etc.)  Or -  1 (Novlce/hlgh -  Int .)

5.  Famil iar Please order a hotel  roon wlth a doubfe
'si tuat iof l  bed and bath at lhe cheapest race. Gl -  1+ (Novice/high -

NO SERIOUS COMPLICATION rnE. /  n1gn,

6. candidate Please ask ne soEe quest ions, such as Gf -  I  (Novice/high -  I r t . )
in lervielrs nhere I  l ive, etc.
E es ter

(64 Ask & Tel l  I  have to teave fox a t l lnure. Would 1- 2 ( Ir l . -Advanced
you please ask (parrner) about X and
then tel l  ne when I  get back?

7. Rephrasable Tel l  me abouc bicameral legislatures? not below I+ ( Ir t . /hlgh) ,
quesEion Then: Tel l  oe about legts la lures

with E\ro houses.

8. Hyporhet ical  I f  you - 3 -  4+ (superior)

9. Unfamil iar Direcl ing cai lor Eo nake sui! .  3 -  4+ (Superior)

10- Descr lpt ive Set up complex idea and ask subjecl 's  3 :  5 (SuPerior)
prelude analysis of ol" 'n tholrghts.

11. Conversat ional  prelude --  two lesters set  the stage by discussing X 3 -  5
and then seek subject 's optnion

courLesy of  the Educacion.I  TesEing Service,  pr lncecon t i j



ORAL EXAMS
USEFUL SUGGESTIONS

Four scages:

Renain aware of

warm-up, LeveI check, probe, ! , f ind-f ! ,&\ .  { l is t  of  materaat)
]ncervl.evr'  phase: level & purpose of

o2b2-Z

& acturacy)Keep a ielaxed armosphele - """ru'l!l!ii?l: isliEli
Candidate gg!! do g9S! of the talking. t{atch for recycled vocab.
use "minimar" encouragers. rndicate artentiveness and inrerest.
No "baby tark". Try to maintaln a natura|rf ocused,, conversation.
Questions r0ay be rephraseable ! from elaboraCe to simple.
Avoid gestures lrhich reveal neaninq.
Avoid questj.ons ansvrerable ',yes/no,'. unless purposefuL leading guesc.
Are you getting a rateable sampre? creat variety with rninimuo' content.
Recognj.ze the merit of circumlocutions. (Unless a dt-screte point test)
Elicit forms othe! than the first person singular.
Pace. a'd method may vary markedly flom crassroon. (pauses are rateabr-e) -Have them ask you quest ions.also (designate tense).
Posslble gradin-q criteri.a: -use of material on your l ist

-complehension, accent, grartular, vocab., f luenc_-funct ion,  content,  accuracy
-overal l  impression ( Ianguage product ion and

"rou* .?',ffi;1'*Xlt i'.il
fmmediate feed-back (evaluaeion sheet) _to take notes or not?gave some props or situatrons ready.
Possj.bi l i ty of , 'dlamatic' ,  role playing.
Prepare your students for the oral exam ,, interview" (r. lrustrate?)
Record some intervieirs: _seff evaluation, accurate evaLuation,

sEudent feed_back,, ,cohmuoi-cat ion?,,
Consider naf ive speech patterns and cul turaf  d i f ferences-

THEORY AND REA]-TTY

It  is  best not tb test  your o$rn students.  
-Length,  condi t ions and schedul ing of  _ interview.

object iv i ty of  your exams at  f i rst  vs.  vaLue.
Log, ist ics.
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IESTING KlT

.62b2-' , |

ested To For An oral Test

Topica useful for all levelst

Trainlng and experlence with the language
ttlost recent assignment abroad

Type of work and resPons ibil i t ies
Problems on the job
Problems of the country. its government

econonyr eEc.
Living co;ditions. travel' recreation

Earl-ie! assignments (as above)
Next assigrunent
People ana events in the news (descriptions,

not opinions)

Topica f,or,
S-0+ to S- 2+

Famlly antl House
Date and Time .
weather
clving Dlrections
gituations i

cetting a ha!e1
Buying a train
changing money
Taking a taxi

fopics for
S-2 to s-4

Explanation of
American terms and
cul ture (e.  g.  "  red
tape, r ' "Buy American"
act '  U. S. systen of
education)
Reagons for career

choice
visa interview or

other job s i tuat ions

s-3+ to s-5

International
polit ics

cul tural  d i f -
ferences

Di.ctation of
Iet ter  on
assigned topic

Translation from
Fngf i  sh

room
ticket

Introductlons and Greetings

sanple opening Questions :
iqave vou been vraiting long?
How ditl you get to Fsr?
Have You been in this

built l ing before?
DliI you have diff iculty

fintting this of f ice?

39



Novice

try conversation
(when, where,
what)

l0 questions
+ clothing
+ basic objects
+ colors
+ family
+ weather
+ time
+ date
+ days
+ months
+ years

'o262-q

Speak louder

have candidate
+ ask questions
+ speak louder
+ let candidate talk

drop level
change topic
situation now!
wind down

Intermediate

conversauon toplcs:
+ describe house
+ describe family
+ daily routine
+ interests

books
tv
sports
school

+ tell me about....
Have candidate ask
questions

situation

Advanced

niuTate
describe
Use past
present
future
yesterday
during vacation
last year
situation

Superior

support opinion
politics,
current events
women's issues
hypothesis
situation
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nuses speech limited to a few words/
phrases

rCommunicates using memorized phrases

lOisplays emerging abilitv to communicate
personal informatio n / needs / desires

nShows sustained abilitv to communicate
personal into / needs/desires

r0emonstrates strong abilitv to communi-
cate per3ona I i nform ation / needs/desires

Texttype

r words/memorized phrases

nsentences

nstring of sentences

L.jparagraph leneth


