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HOW TO PROSPERDURING A FOREIGNLANGUAGE CRISIS

TI l f  dep.e\sng c! innte in ivhich the lxnguage-texchrng
profcsion hrs opiarcd dur ' lng rhc pd\t  d.cor ic hrs bccn
thc Nbicn ol  innunrcr.blc ar l idcs.nd srccchcs. One
r is ls b0rng rumbed b!  the rcp0atcd 0xpr.ssons oi
despr i r .  unl i l  lh.  *rcckiec n NNcr_cd T.o nunv
dcpr nrcnrs h. \c had to t i lht  lo.  lhcir  lcr l  exi \ tenc. .
Somr hare bccn dccinrated: r  1!r  hr \e oven dLsnff f l .ed
l .c. t  '  ' .  , \ ' f r .  i  1, . . . (  

' .  
! "d I  .  n l . ' , . . .  |  ' .  a

about th. sad 5hrc ol .ducalion in ihc Linrtc(i Srar.\ to
con.rete suggcni{)n\ ln. PUmping ne$ lile inro ou.
bclcrgucr0d field. In r pap0. puhlished in rtu ,11)l'l

,e/kr , ,  (  10.  No.,1[ i l la!  1979].  pp.  I I  I8) .  Richrrd 8 'od
poill.d to s)nrc cncoriagilg \ign\ ol cicdiititv ltld
al luded in par( icular lo th.  l )a i lDouth lnr .nsiv.  lan
gu.gc M.dci  rnd ( . lhose who $e.e rnstrred bt  th is

t , f  r . '  l ' .Ju, i . i  lL . ,  rJ ' . ,nmj '
1r ' . i .1 . l ' .  nn L1 -  

'
thc $'.ccs or lxiL!.. oi rit llngurge pn)!.am (0. 

'o,
Ho{ cif \c rin $rh conrDirmcrr whci so oftcn rhe
c!rds aprcar to be Jtaclicd it!.nst us and lhcn 1c$ ol us
can rspi .e (o the rype ofsupforr  o j l t rcd b) rhc Da -
nrulh rdnnnisLrrtronl

whrl lblLoqs is on. .xrDplc of \ch.t can ind.ed h.
lccompl\hed und8. rdrcBc c.ndi t i .n\  F.c.d {nh
d.cl in ing rnf t ) l lnent\ .  handicafpcd bl  an !Lmo\thtrr
lrcotrd!.i\c ro hnguie. sl!dr_. rnd thre ened rvith rht

, r t r  
' . i i . .  

.  
' r . l l lo( . ! .

lugurge deprdnrert  iourd ihc nre!n\  lo cDsurc r ls
sr. \ iu l .  o l r t  the i ( rndatnrn lnr  a th.nlnr progran.
and ro rc\r10|z!  r |c srud! of  langrrg.s on i rs canpus

lhe l lnr ter \nt  o l  Nlaryland. Bi l t rnrorc Cour l !

{ t rMBC). r  bfun.h c lmpu\ of  rh.  t jn i lcair !  o l  M!rr-
land. sc,vcs somc sLx thousrDd underefuduares.  drny of
$hom sp0crxl ize rn scr.nc. \  (  r  p r  c p r . ln \  s r  o n a t rogr.ms
'Ihc l).pannrnr of Nlodern L.nguages rnd Lingui{rcs
rt  l rMl]C consins oI  th inccr fu l l  r ime fao, l ty membe.s
I1 hrs ol ler .d lhc 8. ,^ d.ercc in Frrnch. ( 'crman. and
Spannh. plus course\ th.ough lhc nlcrncdi . lc  le\el  i i
RusJirr. Wh.n gcn.r.L unirehily rc!ui.enents Ncrc
l lbyol izcd in 1970. srudents no lon-q{ had to rakc a
lo.eran languagc. L,nguaScs bcc.nre one ol tdr aca
dedic rrers. Lom trhich srudcnts s*c ro choos. rhr...
_ lhere 

Nas ior  rv ides! .e,d inrc,c(  i r  torc1en lan-su.ge
JUd ,  o .1 min_ ,  .1 1r. ,  |  

'a,  
, f  

"n. \ . r . . ,
lncul t r ' ) :and thc\ tudcnr bod'  h.d no jncenr i \er , )opr lnr

tlf I.ngurge rqui.enlent. shich rvas gcncrrll! !jc\!cd !s
di l l icul t .  t lm. codsuni ig.  and of ]n l ie pracl ical  bcncl l r  ro
rhcD. P'cdrtrbL).  .ndlh.nt  in mod0.n lan!u! l rc\
dcclin<l orcr rhc ncrr fca !c.s As no.e and !u'r
\ .Jr ._.  r  "  r . '  d ' r '  t \  _ , ,  n l , i  un, \c. . ' ) .
J ' . .  i 'p . . . r .  ,  . .  T 

' r '  
l  f  . ' i  i

^DFL 
Rr ' r . r -Fr ' \ .  12.  No l .  SLpr, \ rBLts 1980

I: l I  cnroLlnrnis Fin! l lv .  in \pr ing ]91?. the admrnrr
r.ltion warned us th.l \!e aorld lose f.c!h\ lines unless
Nc lound r  sa!  ro incrcasc dramrl ical ly olr  overal l
cntulLh.nr ' l  hc loss otscrcfr l  l lncs would hrvc $noosly
Lnrfaired our rhi l i t !  ro I i rncr ion rs a depa. lment ud
Nould h. \ .  .e lcgrt .d us.  ar  b$r.  ro rhc rolc of .  scnicc '
nd \ \e {ere thusshocked Lnro rhe na] iz. l1or rh.r  rhe
c.r1r.  l !n lur lc pfogFnr \1 ' \  ar  st ! lc  and lh, l  $c $our.r
trrrc kr rcr o' go unde.

Al icr  recei ! in8 the administrr t ion\  uhim!1un. the
' ' ' -  r rh. '  f  'T-n.ni  

1 l .  \ r r i r . .Jt lnnrn!
scssions to sludy lhc probl.ms fr.ing us .nd ro seek
rol , -or l  wc l - rn undcr\c". , ,  i "c, , i \c  r l fLrd,n
nainrn to identify thc lactors that sere conlributiDg 10
ou. dilficulty We concluded thal ou. tro8ranr *as noi
nrilcd lo lhc necds and interests ol our sludents: thar
!,nrc *r! sould h!\clo b. d.\ iscd ro bolslccnrolldent,
priDcipally by aur.cting nonm,to,s rion lhc unile.sny
it larlc: xnd ihat a {jctemrned ello.t q!\ nccdcd to rase
the consciousness of  the cddpus.egarding thc !d\ !n
r .3cs of  l .nguaSe nud!

Our esscnlial conccrn tr.s rcshaning thc clficuluml
\c lch lhal  rhe fcsolul ior  of lh is d. t re.  $ould lead to the
$luron ol  other problem\.  We 4crc fof tunatc to be
supporred in our eftrrs by the Nalbnal Endolncnr ior
rhe Hunnniries Aided by r{o g.anrs lion NlH. !c
tconccPrualizcd ou. enti.e program

In con\ idc, ins ncs ippro.des ro cui i i .u lum. se $ere
determined nor to bc oveflv conccrned of inhibiled by
\ !hrr  r l rerdycr is led at  ot l rercolhgcs !nd univcBnies. ln
oth.. qords. $e gare lorenost consderattun to our local
s i luarn)n:  we thoughl  o '  ourstudeDls.our iDst i lut ion,  and
our srroun{lin8 conmunitv and of the ellicts allcrna-
l iv .s would havc on al lofrhes..  We soughtsomcrhing we
could / .d/ i r /ndl / r 'do.  g i \cn rhc padicula.  condi t ions rn
which 

"e 
workcdi and wc *crc absohncly comnitted to

dr imrining or cvcn imp.ovine rhc quaht of  our

I  npr.m Ar. ' " ! -m.r i r r  r" !er- fu 'cdbt o rde. re
to use.ur lccult! fcsourccs fullt !nd efectiyely

tlr. t,rlu\ an ,4$..iai( hi(noj u nt turut,(nt .l
,rh,t,nt Lnlquaset an.l t nttuhtnr d th. Lrtw.^itt of Man
l,rt Bnlth.p C.",tr

I7



I hc process of rest.uclufing began s'th I lho.ough

evalualion of student inlcrests. abilities. and 8o!ls IhA

evaluation was accomplished by lo.m!l and ini{rmal

discrsions and by a $ritren questionnairc adninslcred

ro all ioreign languase clrsses. lhe quesrronnaLrc 
'e_

lealed *haL discu$ions wilh studcnts had lcd us to

suspccr: oler 80ti, indicated langu.sc was thelr rnnar!
,n - ,*r .  uh' lF . ,nh 10, - \ f re ! '  d {rone rr ' ra in

lir.ralurc. Fron rhe bcginnins. thc cutriculun in rhe

dodern languases ar UMBC. like that of mosl orhti

universnies acro$ the nalion. had been oricnted towfud

lhc s luLI!  of  l i terature la.Selybecauseof lhetradi ln inr l

pdsrgraduare lraining ofthc incully. Ycl foreign la.guaee

\ruden l  hd\c .c\1 hrPn $ rrr-_ Po .  l r "d \  n i ior '

.  rd.r  rxo-.  o\ iou'  ro u\  ' . r  o. . l !  o '  I  P q r ' r rn_ 
' i r -

bur. abo!e.11, by the painiul cxPerience of underenrolkd

literalurc courrs lt was thus clearlhal.lor rersons both

inlelleclualand profcssi.nal. the intcrest ofour studen(

was tbcused on lan8uase skills and cultur.l studres. lhis

sas a realilr we could no longer isnorc ii *e hoped ro

build a succesful r.ogram and rejuienale larguage

srud! al  IJMBC
we judscd it nenher practical no. ptudenr. hoqder. ro

J.-n ph,.  / .  . 'crdl l re dnJ I1c .n(  \  of iP.  . ' .1 .n,  in '

rhe languase and civil;alion coumes thafemalncd. \o.

did we wish vDply to t.ck a lew ne{ courscs onlo the

cvr i  8 -uI  cu . r  dnd rr"r ' '  r '  h m1 {  rP ruire

ments. likc so nuch windoq dresin8. we ProPosed to

de.tc ! whole new conlext ior our lrogram. in vhich

l i te.ature would playa norc apPropr ia le rolc lnstead ol

occupyinS the lop rung of a hicra.chy. n would lo'n
lanSuage and cultur as rn essential componcnl in rhc

ioundarion of a nore bllanced program. in which

inrcrehi nshifs among the tbrcc sould be sre$ed

In our planning. we werealso conscious ofrhc nccd to

cstablish a scnr ofcontinulty bctween lower and upPeF

levcl courrs. Srudcnls *ho enter an elementar! or

inte.dedi.te co!rse are usually concerned aith building

languaec lroficiency and leaming aboul a roreign cuf

rure. (whar betler reasons are lherc. in facr. for laking

such a cousc?) Il lhese studcnts contlnue on io the
adlanced k!el. rhcy do so pridarily becluse they are

intcresled in rellnins lansuase skilh and deepeningrhen

unde.standing of lhc cultu.e Too oiien. students halc

been stafiled lo find a chasm bet$een the lo{cr and

uppc. lereh. becalse the rd!.nced cutrrculud (and

major proCram) is hexlily orienlcd losard the studv of

liieraturc. when liter.ture bccones dn end in ilsell. lhe

rernr "loreign langtag.{ is 
^ 

figmenl. It would he

cnl ,ghren.ng lo . (dI  h. \  mn r  o o\oe.r i \ "  rJ io.

abandon thcif study ol a languagc lbr lhis reason. Wc

l-ofd ro l \n o lh. .  d l l  I .o .  ommcr. i rud 'nhrde\r  
'8

an upper level th.l would proceed naturally lionr rhe

basic lowerhvel couaes. build on lhcm. and \trive to

fulfill rhe 8oa1s thlt frotilated sludcnts lo bcgrn ther

sludy of rhe language in lhe fint place.
tn sum. the changes we enlisioned involved no1 onlv

o)c)'7-
rhc derelopment of nc* typcs 01 (uA$ bur also rhc

establishmcnr of a neN kind of hnsuage mrlor p.osram

at UMBC onc lh.l Nould hakc norc sense in terns of

rhe intercsts. .apaorics. rnd asPi.arions 01 ou. srud.nls

on rhc onc hand. ind the P.rlrcular tal.nts ofthe f.cull!.

The Core

'fhe mosi signlfl.anl p.oposal lo cmcrge lron the

planning\essions was an outline forrust such a Progr.ml
aoewBA in modern lanSuaccs to.epldce the scprrate

majo. trogmms nr French, Gernan. rnd SPanish rhere

would bc ! sd ot opt ions lor a sPecially in onc lansuage,

two lanSuages. and lilerary srDdics. (The strucrurc ofrhe

ne{ procrlm will be explaincd in nore detalltnfthe.on )
Aniculation amons the three opr'ons would bc cslab-

lished br a corc" oi co! es dcaling rvrth language.

heratLN. and cuhure. Io bclaushr in EnEl jsh and raken

in connon by d// lrodern languasc majo6. Thus. oul

iirsl ordcr of priority las to dclisc the ture. sincc n
qo, ld he .  he.  r .  . l  uu\  i  r ' , rnt i r r '  . "  i " |

Intercningly enough, lhc concePt ol  a corc l rogram
for. l l  hneua8e najo.s was not brsed on anr k ind of

.  f  i , 'J  i \ ,  n. , t  eurcd l -om 
' r  

'au .  \ .n in.
t ion of  the whole rrnge of fa ih, .es and succescs ol  our

" \ 'U1c n ' t  3m. Al 'hnd/ ' r  rn 1nr. \ r r . . ,  J i . . ' r ' . i .
makes il .lmosl mandatory to difllrentiate bcltrccn

Ncces and fai lure.  in a. tual i ry var ious ehdenls and

f.cto.s *ere so inte.l*incd that wc could onlr_ obserrea
parr icul . r  dtnamic ar sork.  Bur i t  $as in con\ ide. ing rh.

lcvels ol inrcraclion in orr langue-qe prosr.ms that the

idea oi  a dcpaf inrcntal .ore look hold
Fisr  among prrcr ical  considcrar 'ons qas rhe nrgS'ne

p.oblem of couscs { i th low enroLldents.  Amld this
generaUy grinr situaln)n. therelas lillle to comfort us
exccpt for the slunning beginn'ns ol a b.and ne$
1'u i  A )cdr o" lo "  l  r  d.r  'nr  n i  fJ H r .  - r  ' i ! .Conmit tee on ln le.discipl inary Srudics h.d lc l l  us.  asa

h8acy. a coursc thar thc depdrtmcnr had been deteF
mined to launchi  th.  Wot ld of  Lansuage w.s .n
in l roducr ion lo Ihe thcnomenon ol  languagc. rn cx-
ploral ion of  thc great vrr iety of  laneu.ges sun ound,ns
us. and an exanin.r ion ofways oi  analyTnrgtheh lhs
tuoiemesrer sequcncc h!d already shown Srear appeal
to rhe srudentslnd hdd enenrol lmenl abovc |  20fort \ !o
conseculive senestes. Bcyond Ihc positi!e response
cl ic i ted by th is new offer i r8.  sc rcal jzed that rhecourse
pror ided a commendablc (or even necessa.!)  founda
t ion tor srudents naior ins in lan8uages. Enrol lncnl .
the content of lhc cou6e. the percept ion that i l  se^cd r
def in i lc  need in lansuage srudies al l  thcsc c lcmcnt\
.nmhinFL ,o p odi .p,L.  jucce, qc wc--  q i ra,  \ ' : r t

Ihe cstabl ishmenl oi  a d€partrnenlal  tuundat ion
course for lanSuage srudents led ustothercl lccl ion that
the typrcal  s l .uclurc of  a depar lment of  languages
.ommonl!  .u\  np.e\er.r l  lcndu. ' !F "ra d.  n nirrd

t8



t i re l t r  organrzcd I ike I { !s ian nc( ing dolh.  rhrr  rs.  x
scncs ot  deFa.tnrent5 wj th in a deparrnenr gcncratcd
. '  f . - , . r ' i . '  . . Id-r1 . ' .Jc\ ,nout l ra i ,  . . ' r . . l rn!
{hen {c coulC le is(  r |n)rd i l .  A sr l icrr  cxddple ol  rh is
s, luat 'on r  undoubrcdh rhe srandard coursc on rexrur l
analysrs 01 lllcrury hnguaSr thar cycr! language arer
of fe* in one tunn of .norher.  Thi \  n l rc ol  . lLr i rs nld
crcr lcd L.  . ! .  smalL dcf l r tmenl . l  leasl  three such
.ourses rvrrh cnrol lmenls belo* lcn in c!ch.  $c asn.u
ourschc\ i f  rhe.e could ror be onc mch courc 10r rr l

Another arcr of  d issat isfacr ion was thc cur icutar
''pfoy,ncidlism rhrr pcnniued !hc scSregation ofFrench.
\b,n.  h . ' rd CcrmJn JrJel  .  tor  no J.h- ic,Fon. I
sccms, than tcrito.ial jurisdiclion Morc serious. the
cxat'ng proSQm was givirg srudenr a limilcd view of
thcir field. We rhoughr that thc Frcnch srudents com
pclencc ilould be e'rh.nced b! knowledeeoirhe spantsh
speak'ns wodd. and vice vc6a And specjal auenrion to
thc Interaction .nd inretrelarions amon!. tanguages q,!s
dcc r(d 1 r  "nl \  tn.  |  \p L .  moF r-d1 d! . rdhh ,r  d
eorld where natio! naresare inocasingly nadclo reatize
rhr,  nrcrdcte -  "r-  ih( ." . r ' i ,undcr|np 1rrr . . .  r .n
and inlerelalions proved to bc onc aspecl ofthe ld,sc,
problcm. nanely thc one of "glo b! I asarene$. tnorher
*ords, to leach l,ngua8es meaningfully and i! conrexr
we had to hnlliarire ou. srudenrs wilh thc linguislic rup
ofrhe vorkl  rnd introduce rhem to.onrenpora.y issu$
rn languagcs. Agarn. we wondered whr such a cou6c
could nor be devclopcd.

A nulor purpose o1 0rc core, then. was toaddress rhese
.on.ein\ .  q l ' .1 '  u\  ' ron I r ' .1r .nrns
cohesrelv and cconomicallv. ,^fter considerablc dis.us
sion. qc a8reed rhar rhe co.e {ouid consist of rhree
c.urscs. to be laken by all foreign l.nguase majoA

The World or Langunse

Designed oncyea.earhcr. rhe wortd ol t_anguagc\ras
to beconc thc finr co.e coune As indicared abole. rhe
.oursc 

'\ 
csscnlrdlly an intfoduction 10 rhe conftpr ot

l.nguagc and a p.escntarion oi \arious codcs of cu,r-
munrcatroni  r t  is  g(n 'nded in thclatesr l inguisr icresea.ch.
We realizcd that such a cou.se would connitutcan roeal
s l .n,ng roin1lo. .11modern lansuaec maio.s and *outd
give thcm r bellcr conceprion ot the sorkinF\ o{
wharever lanCuage(t rheychose as theirstecialty. It also
became dbvious rhar thc coune had grear potc.liatas a
possible elccrive ft)r noimaio.s. csF.iallv lor rhosc{,ho
d'd nol opr fo.1he la nSuage distriburion .eq unement but
did wanl to nudy problens of comnunic.tion.

The World of l-angxage consisrs prinarily ofa rean-
taught lecluresc.ies. Lanauagenajo6musrrakealteas
onc semesler ofthe course. The fi6r semester begins wnh
the question olthc definirion of languase visual, auots
to.y. and othe. scnsory and social codesi aninal and
dachrne communrcalront ve.bal and nonvobal (xr-

Csr:7 -3
munication. Thc course then go.s on to exadinc cvcrv
day codmunicat ion.  ranEng i rom slang and in lbrm!t
convcnarion ,nd wririns to nore iornal uses of lan-
euagc. LaDeuage slralegies are considered qithln n

The sccond scdcster cousc explores rhe mant ways ro
analrTe hngurg.. irs trulh or latsencss. ils hjsLo.jcaL
f n. '  on ind I  roh 

'  'e.  
.  rJ,1l  connuni , r , ,o l

Thc cou rsc exanines a varicty ofidioms. such as those ol
rhe scientrsl. rhe historiu, the polirician. rhc poet. the
child. and thc magician. Also nrluded are te.hniqucs for
findine iniornatio! rbout lansuase usagc.

Tlr  .  , . . . .  ^ i  r 'e .oLr.c I  i
sublect m.ner and approach bul also ro ou. facuuvs
nrcraralion ard cffecrirenes io ream teachinc. As jndi
crted bclorc. studenr cvalLralions hayc been e\1rcmcl!
post,ve and havc encourased us as rhc rest oi thc corc
offe.ings ncrc dcvcLofed.

Ihis cou6e hui lds on rhe srouDding in l insurr ics and
lanauage srrategics ofered i! Thc Wo.ld of Laneurg..
either scmcne. olwhich scrvesas ils prerequisire. Tcxtual
Analvsis tcaches all language majoB (as well rs non
malds) rhcor ies and reclmiqucs olanaht ic. l  Gadingand
Interprctalron rhar apply ro texts of rl1 kinds. The
objecr iye is 10 sharpen thcstudcnrJ abi t i r r lo undcrstaDd
and cvalu.te rarious lorms ol w.iuen and picro.ial
narerial. The porenrirl benefir lo tanguage najo6 s
obvnrus:  moreovcf.  nonmljo$ are.bte ro rpply rhe
ski l ls  they acquire in rhis couse ro rheir  osn f ietds

rcxruai  A! ! lyss includes bolh lheorer icatand trde-
r'crl conrpoDenrs. Studcnls are introduced by tccture io
thc lundions i r lohed in rhc cohnrunicar ion 01 a rcxl
A r . fc.ot  . r .JR Jr,J ieo. . rorr ' r , -eao.fr ,nrncn.
(and scemingly mosl  t iv iat)  in the students.dai iv t , rc (o
the mosl poenc Studenrs arc then asked to gather and
aDalyze samples Lom rhe poputar pre$. trom ,rsdl
docunents. ard from historicat, tolilical. nedicat. and
sientific wfiring. as lell as fronr literary p.osc, dra,,a.
and poerry. The cou.se also examincs rbe relalioh of
erilten mcssages to risurl codcs (advert6crnenls. c.F
roons, phoros.aphy. painr ins.  f i td,  dc.)  and ro nusical
cod* (sons. ope.r_ erc.). Srudenrs icarn ro approach rhis
divc6c mare. iat f rom rhe poinrs of l icw ofrhe p.oducer
of lhe lext. the recciver. rhe n$srge_ rhe code. anc rnc

l_hecouse consists ol t{o houa per seer oilecrunn
Engl ish and onc hour ol  workshop ei lhcr in rhe IanSuasr
or tnmaqr specializarion Fren.h. Cerman. Spanish
or. for nonmaio$, in English wofkshops provide
practrcc In Lextual analysis by means of indilidualand



$orld Languagc Communiti€s

Th1\ nru.s, ro bc laughr forthe llrsl linre in lLlll l9li0. is

dcsigned lo expand the cultural aqarene\s of lhe l\ c,l

tJMUC undcrgradualc bt  int .odu. ing lhc s ludy. l

Ianguagc in ! btuad conrcxt of hisro.i.al, politLcal. rn

soc1a1 issues Besidcs bcing required oflanguase dalors.

. .  F ' \ f rc l . lh 
,  n r  - -Jed v.  n ldcnr\  in ur i "  r i

bilnslal educarion. and $cial scicnccs and ior rhosc
jr l rnr  

' . .n.r1i  '1b oer 'bc!r ' \ "  in Le edf i i

Parlicip!nls in loreign study p.ogrins should Ilnd rh.

course an erccllcnr p,ena.ation fof livins in a differcnl

culrure,  and i l  l lso prol idcs uluahle insighrs 1o Ihor

trho reside in a multicuhurnl Anrcncan crtr.

EeginninC wnh the myrh of B.bcl. wond Lanrurgc

Communilies eranines !arious theories of language

oriCin and t.rc* thc dcvelopdent of rhc thilovrPh) of

lalauage tu lhe prcscnt Diverse schools ol thoughl

ruch as ihosc rcpresented bt who'f. saPir, Cho'nsk!.

.nd Skinner are prcscnlcd.

The cou6e rhen eocs on to sludy lhc geogrlph! 01

lanSuage. the grcat hngurge fanilies !nd lhcir diri$ons.

and lhc hsloricalchanges lhal inllucnced therr detclop-
ncnt lssues discused sho! ld incl lde rhe in,plcr  o l '

colon;ation ard linguistic inperialism. thc ftrle ol

r l is ion.  and rhc suppression.nd'ot  cxt inct ion ofninor

it) lansuases. Th*e sociolinsuisric probkms rlso sc.vc

to i,rtroduce rhc qu$rion of bi- or nulljlinenal (rres,

such as rhc LrSSR- Belgium. S$j lzcr land. (anada.

Sf"rn.  I  t1,  .nd.out l .  \ l r r 'J ."nd" ' r ' - - roo' i  c_

ncss ol the langu.gc ssues in ndnt of lhesc !rcas

Al ier  the \ tudent lcarns aboul  the complcxi l ics 01 rhe

worldwidc largucge siruation. wc usc the LJnned Sl.tcs

as a!  cxrmtle to point  oul  lhc f  cr l inence and appLicrbi l -

i1y ot lanSuag. issucs in *e.!da! life. Sludcnls cxannne

'mn i r . . rvn p , . -  rec h -r 'm.r . .n.  n lc" l  An'1i  n

English in blsincss rnd science. rhc rrnsc ol p.oblens

conLonring lanBDagc ninoriries. dnd ofilcirl !olcrn-
menr policics rcgading rhe use ot Insli$r.

lhe formrr ol lhe course inclLrdes lcctures. dncuson.
.udiovis!al  prerntat lons. .nd guc\t  speak.r \ .

OD the *hole. we feel rhal drc core allords sPecial

advanlages heyond irs owr inlcllcctual \alue. the corc

.o. . \ l  . r  Inr . -cro 
-"onL 

l . 'JnL' . . '€!  r .c.bin
, i -  ocp.. . , ' !n dro (  e,  ,ncBr"^ "  \ i  i "u '

^Fa-1r.or rh(.urn\ulun r ' r '  
'  

o- . !h.e 
'en' .1r .Ihey.ho providc a mclningiulconrext  lor  lhe s ludv ot

languagcs Abole all. they conslitute an cxcelicnl int(!

duction b the unilesrl corcepts and piocesses ol

language by successircly inlroducing the 5ludcnh to (al

the phenonenon and nrrurc ol  lansuase i tsel f .  (b)  ns

st.ucrure and ils rclalion io neaninS, and (c) ils socLal
conrcxt  in othe. words,  thc comDon Sround thal
under l ies our dscipl ine.

The Major Progrlm

Once rhe concept ofthc corewls deleloped. *e relined

r l i .  srrudu.c of lhc maid Program. OufgorL{as to 
' re ' le

a progranr ol  h igh qual i ryand h.oadanPcr!rhatsrudcnls

*orid llnd nexiblc and u$lnl ou. plans *ere bascd on

the aniltsis oJ studcnr inte.e\ts. abrlilies. and frole\
\ ion. l  obEct$cs mcnrbncd cr ier  Wc 1ound. Io l

instan.e. that althouSh a doublclrngurge B A {as

bet_ond Ihc rcach ol  mo5t ofour students (because 
' f rh '

hish nndb.r oi c.edir hour in!olv.d). nran,v n'll rook

ldlanccd courscs in n second langu.gc not only lo

dcvclop rhen inrcllcdua! inlcrcsl\ bul also ti) betterrhc'r

.hrnce! of tindins r good posnior Ln an rncrea$n8iv

compet l t i l . job nirkct  h secmcd to us thr l  rhcre wasa

n.ed lo recognte ol l ic i r l ly  Nh!r  hrd.crual lY becomclhc

n.rm and to respond lo the ovcrlhclmin! sludcnt

in lcrc\ t  in language ski l ls .nd cuhunls ludres

' 
hc yari.Ls laigua8e mrjors rr LiMllc werc therfo.t

rr.nnnrhed inlo one Il A 1n modern laDeuages $xh

option\ for sPecirhies in onc languagc. t*o lang!.ges.

rnd l1rcnry \ludics. lhe onc lohlto;lt ,/,ro, se.!*

thosc t rho sr i l l  prele.  to maior in jusr one lansuage I  h1s

ofrion tquires rwenty{ix hours ahovc lhc inte'redl.tc

leveL in rhe single hnguage (in nddnion rc nine hous ol

'  or ! )  l r  r " r  '  Pr c\cr f r .  n . l . \  q ' l  \  
'  

.onlcnr '  
' r i  

r  '
in orher rcrdcmic ! r ras:  i t  is  th.  choicc o1 nro5t (udenls

who plan a double nrajo '  lherc arc indi l idu. ls $ our

pro8r.d *ho havc cobbined hngurge si lh f i . ld\  rn

which kno*ledge ola lbrc ign tongue is !  \a luabl .  asel

nrludins heallh scicnces. geogtaphr. n,cial work husi-
poliricll sciencc. psychologt. and linc

!11\ lo crcate alrr .c lnc and highly usclul  doublc

Tlne lr. luhtung. .1rn,1is lhc most poprhr ol thc

three opl ions.  Al lhough lhclolal  nudber olcrcdi t  hou.s

rcquired is highcr lhan that {n lheonc- languageoPlron. n

$as ne.ess.r! ro lNe. thc numbc. required in cach

pa.ticuler hngurge To do other*i\e $ould hlve crcated

a monument. l  ohstaclc course for ouf studcnls.  thereby

nr ic ing us oui  01 the m!rkci .   cco.dingL).  maioN in th i }
. ' l  Jor ' .1.  I

cnl!iling eightccn credirs abolc rhc rntermed,arc lcvcl.

ud one of  seconda.t  conccnlEl ion.  in\olv ing lwelve

ocdj ls above rhe inr{mcdir te le!c1(plus nine hours ol

.ore) The.e.re lhose who dishlc la im thattducinglhc

1rmh"r "  rcqJ J wu.( '  r  
'  ' i \ 'n  l '  pu. ' 'e i

undcsirablc.nd thal lhe grerler lhc nunrher ofcourscs the

bette.  l fone lo l losed this l ine ofrca\onrnglo r ts ul l rmrte

conclusioD. one could damor lbr an a(ronomical num-

ber. in Ihe name ofjnvcascd 
'lucn.y_ 

w. harc observed.

holcler. thal lhc greate\L st.ides in lbreign langlage

srudies arc mide at  theear l t  s lagcs olspecial ia lbn:  oncc

a studenl rcaches a cirrin to1nl. itrc.cments in profi_

ciency (cxdudins rhos. dcrired lioh srud]-. abrcad)

become smalhr and snal ler .  Ihen. 1oo. sains in prot i

cien.y dcpcnd nor so nuch on thc amount of mnrcri,l

that  is  iaught a\ontheeffecl ivorcssol  thete!chinei lscl l

A!  "  l r .  r '  .ed.  or ' -  . r 'o .  d kpr\cnr o ,n,r
rcc J i f l .  l  r ' r lcno.c ur\ ' in

rheir stecL^ltics. iJ po$iblc. and mon do. We lcel thal lhls
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(:"t iZ- S,
oflron oficrs oftimunr fle\lbiLirr and troiessi{rnrl hcnc tanSUaAc. hc.atu.e. and inrernrlion!t cutlurc rn rh. Ml r
lll and lhrl il co.slitutes r rcrLllli. rcsponsc to srudent offc.ing\

The rhird oprn)n. crUcd /d,t!uo!. tnl litttot | \tuttn\.
acconmodate\  thc s l rdenl  inrcrcstcd in t i rcrrrur! .  r rF
ncrd of  providins rhc r . rdnbnal  r f  i$ 01 ol le. i f  ss (c.e. .
' tcntur"  cou6es) in thc ! rdnidual  l i rerarutus.  hosc\u, .
we have !rrcnplcd ! r  l ! \h ion .  r rutr  dcpi f lnentr l
lncraN m.ior.  l1 includcs rselre hoL,s rborc rhc rncr
nledurc lcycl in onc lansuage (plus iirc ho!.s oi corc)
.nd eighteen hours \e lected trom a gr)uf  01 general
courscs In l r tcratufc.  taughl  in Englrsh.nddert inA$i lhr
wide ranec oI  topics and rar ional  l i tcrrrurcs (Vorc qj l l
bc \a id .boul  rhese courses hrcr.)  Studcnrs in t I is
car.Cor! bu'ld a proiicicnq cqral ro rhar ol thc second
ranguagc In lhe i*o- l .ngul8e onl ion rnd approrclr  the
sl !d!  o l  l i tq! lu.c i rom ar rnle.nai ionat y ie$poinr r th. .
rhrn $i th in rhe nrrro* l i .ncs! |k 01 a s jngle nar(rnr l
l l teratu.0 Wc aso f tnr i l iar t .  lher s ludcnts \ i lh i*v
methodologrcrl rpfrorchcs lo licrarl- (e:ls

Al though .eslNciu. ins lhe nr jor  p.osmm aid csrab
|shina the core {erc high nr ior t r  i rens.  consi . lcr .orc
.rrenrioi sas aho snrn ro rhc course otferirss ,n
each 01 thc indiridual laneuagc\. Above rhc inlcroedirtc
lelel the\c olferings h.d .onsisred ta.getl of a series of
lurerarv courscs. arranScd ch.onotogicrlt! and inctuding
sone gcfe .nd ,urho. srudi .s. ' t  h i \  epprorch fctrecrd
an of lcnl . r lon lhal  had norchangedsincctheotcningot '
the canrpus rn thc I960s. lvhcn toreign hneuaSesrudenl \
wer st i l labundant nr i i t * . ru.e courscs and oen had ro
pass a conprc[cnsle. \ .mnrtron based on a readrn!
li\t Rcporrs ol corce.n i.om secondar\ s.hools. sus_
t\r ,  r  l l r . ,1 . , . tc!c. . ,n. t  univ.r , i . - .  s.r .  a, , .dr .n,
l i t * . ry special lns wnh scr ious dcf ic iencies in nxutsl
lanslase skills. wefc .11 bur dsrcsa.ded. The enrc mcnr
p.oblcms d*cribcd earlicr tbrced us ro nnrdjtr cuu\u
lrsrs lhat had lon!. appeared slcrosand Thc nunbe! ol
he.atu.c cou.rs {as redu.cd. and ncr ofe.in!5 ,,,
languasc skjlls and cuhure sere inhoduced. The hc,rrv
courses rhat rcmrin arc broader aDd h.rc fle\ibrc rr
. , ,  r , . . ,  r r .n - . .dtr  ,  nc.  t l . . tJn. i l  u, .  o. .cn.r \ ,1
each languagc no* r.flects a more batanccd approach lo
lhc studt ol foreign hnguagc. litcralure. and cuxur.

Th. corc binds thc rh.ec prograh oplions bgcther.
The core cou.scs arc, i'r tu.n. pa.r 01 r serics ofgenerll
offerinss on aspecrs of lansulgc. lirerar!rc. rheaicr. tilm_
aDd culLurc, which scre fiealcd to appcat as etecti\es ro
nonmaioB Thcse courscs,  indudingrhecore.  ! re jdcnt l
l ,ed by rhe innials \ ,1LL ( thc in i l iats of  our depaaDenU
and arc lausht in F.nslish They hare pfoled hi8hly
r"-  l , r .  , Idr  rp .  u, lcnr.  . ,  .11 . r r ,  .  , t  r r .  

" r ,  
rc

snr_. and havc.cnrted in a grear boosr in enrolltun,,.
In .ddirion ro incrcdcd enro drenr_ onc of trre moi

pleas,ns bencfirs lo acc.uc Ironr rhc wide !opularilr- ot
our I ' | l  I  \o.  . - .  r  J.  beer .  n!s. , , .J .  cc.or o r .  I . r . rEl
langu.gc classcs. Srudcnrs who nlghr not orhe.*isc h.!e
conside.ed taking a l !ngulgc hale cnro cd tn fo,L, !n
languaae corrires .lie. rhcif e\po\ufe ro rspe.rs ol'

(i,ndusion

Ir  a obvious to us rhrr  the .estruclur ing of  our
prclrrm hrs heen succ*\ fu l  .nd lhat  rhe academic
soundness of  lh.  cutr icu|urn h.s been n. inraincd Wc
arc Ln. nuch heahhic.  posir ion todav lhan qc wcre three
ycrrs .go ()ur cnrol lmenl has iumpcd oler th i r r \
percent.  We now cnrol l  orer ofc thousrnd sludf l ,a r
scncstcr_ ar a camFus \r lh I  poputat ion ofs i \  rho!s!nd
and wnh no af foss the-board hnsuagc requiremcnr.  t r
lddi l ion.  the number oI  lansuarc daioN has jncreascd ro
sixtv.  ,n r l l  r ine hish fo.  our depanmor:  rnd thc
canrDus is now aware ofour sfcngth and r i ra lnv ( thanks
in paf l  nr  ouref fons ro pubt ic lze rhe ncvdelelofmcnrs)

Therc are severr l  reasons lof  rhe drrna|c ihprcvc
n r  r  ' ' (d f  ' . r rcrr .  

o. .  c. .  l  r  n, l  .cm^r i .
thc ncv prosra'n i rscl l  Studcn(s have rcsponded ro i r
rcr !  fosr(rvely We had bcgun our t tannins \nh r
s ludent *nccds asscssmenf iard \vhi lethe facul l !d id nor
r l lo i !  rh is corc*n ro ccl ipsc rh. i r  ownrudgnrenr ofwhrt
wrs h.sr lbr rhe cu cutun. *,c $er srariticd ro iind rhar
thc new proeran fclledcd ralher qc the g.ats lhat
nror l lat .d studcn|s ro urdenrtc thc strd!  . f  ianguages
Ihe lbcus on communicat ion.  ont and $. i r rcn pcr ioF
nrancc. and cl l tuFl  underslanding his st .uck !  fesnon-
l rc chord an.ng sludenls al  r t t  le\cts AL!r .  thc vrry
srrucrure ot  the prcgfrD ha\ nr. \cd a maior isser At rhc
I ,  ucr l .  .  \ . '  

'  
J . .  ocn,.h ' r i , l  ,b: . i . t . t r . .c- ,a. .

' I  l " rc ipn 
'  

r : . , ' . ' . t  rhp , ' !  .  e \ . r  c L. ,  r  n r  n. . ,
r . . r ,  . ' . - , . | " ,unJ r '  c  : r .dnd!.narr \ . , r ,J l
ihrough thc cor.  Wrth rhi \  prcp.rar idr .  rhc!  ihcr
pr)cccd ro rdranced *o\  in onc ol  the opr ions we I te l
thrr  rh$ nruclure providcs a modc|or a togicr  !  $und
rpproach lo the study ol  languales

EspeciaUy in developins ihc corc, werook inro accoun.
r le . r .  \ '  or  , , .  t1cul . .  in |  . - . i  c .  r .  o ,
thcories of comdunicarlon, and rhe yEiat conlexl of
langur8e. Indtridual hculty denrbcrs werc insftunenlal
nor only in delisine lhe co.c courses bur also in p.s$ns
on their cnrhusiasnr lo rheir colleasucs. Throush seekly
dcf  a. tnrcnl  ro i ra( .  rhcsc f lcul t \  kepr rhc rcsr appr iscd
. l . l r . \ ' l ' r ' .on Inrod.-r ,coh..
conccprs unde !ing rhe courses in deletopmenr. Thcse
scnrnars. by thc *ay. havc t.oved so ent'ghtenins thal

Othc. rcasons lor ou. hcarlenine cxperjcncc arc
pe.hips lcss iangible bur c!uatL!  cr i r jc i t .  A major b.net i r
o' lnc new prog,an sr.ucnrre has beena.cncwed senleor
uni t t  in the dcprnnenl .  I t  $as obvious thal  we hao nor
iunctnhed cohesively unde. ihc otd iofmar. as rhcre rvas
littlc or no coo.dinirron !mon.s lhe three taneuage
Progr.ms and ca.h an wa\ concerned wilh j$ own
lnterests. In shod. because{e aerc d'lided wc coutd nor
plcad ou. casc efiecrivch in thc univeniry rhe mcmbero
' I  h"t i .u, , . .ostcct  h-r ' ,c \ f . , \ . ,om,, , , . . , . . , , . ,

: l



and this beliei has been a crucial facto. in rvharcvcr

succerses we havccnjoyed. Tbe dcpa.tnentalscope ol the

major has Sivcn us an idenlity beyond that ofour na.tuw

fields of specialiration and hasenabled uslospeak nore

forcefully in furthcrins the causc of tu.e'gn languase\

There is also a ncw spnn among our students. Thcy no

longer fccl isolared in rheir ljnlc nationalenclaves. They

arc instead qune conscious olthe common interesrs rhey

share *i1h othe. forejgn la.suage sludeDts (largely

because oilhe core and lhe deparimental B. A. ) and they

ho.e d. \e oped a l .e l inJ ol  'oId, 'a 
r  P' .o.  ubxr ior

with the Iaqguage ot p.imarv inlerest has not ove._

shadowed their identincation with lhe largcr academlc

discipline From prelious expe.ience bolh here and at

other inslitllions- we can lcsliii that ths $ a rarc and

wercome pnenomenon.

None ofthcabo\r would havc bcen pos$ble rv,thout a

laree measure ofcooperation amonatbe dembers ofthc

dcparlmenl As we rcshaped our program, there we.e

some sharp dcbat.s. A number of conpromis* were

necesaryi bu1 a consensus vas almost llways obtarned.

We saw thal *e *ould have to put aside lhe parochial

inte.ests of our panicular fields ofspecialization!nd Fek
what was besr tor./n/.rs, /dr&ar.r as a whole. Wnhout

a rccognized and fully funclioning languagc progranr. 
't

would havc maltered liltl€ that wc Po$e$ed Ph.D. s with

a spccialty in eighteenth-ccnlury French llter.tufc, 1we!-
lierh cenlury Latin Amcnca. lrte.ature, or whatever.

we are not p.oposing ouAelles as a nodel for

ele.yone lo follo*. We did what we lhoughl was

nece$a.y- considering the natu.e ofthe problem aDd the

charader of ou. sluden$. faculry. and institulion. h is

nor so much thc panicular approach ve adopted that we

Community College Humanities
Association Meelings

The Communily College Humanities Associanon
(CCHA) is holding fivc divisional meetines this fall on
rhe Beneral  rn!m( l -"  Role o rhe Humdn.r i ! .  i r
Communily Collc8es. All conlerences feature invitcd
speakers and Panel presenlations, pape.s, and short

Bolh the Central and the Southern Divisions have
scheduled their fir( annual conferercs for 34 Ocbber
19E0. The CentalDilision. which holds nsconlerenccat
Rock vaUey Couegc. Rockford. Illinois. hat as kelnote
speakcr Marlin Marty,the Fairlax M. Cone Distincuished
sel icp P o e*o n rr  H,.roq ot  Modern Chr i ' r i3n I )
at the Unive$ity of Chicago and a membcr oi the
Conmission on the HDnaniiies. The Soulhcrn Divl'on,
in conjunction silh the Florida Communny College
Conso.liud lo.Ans and Humanilies, meets in Sarasota.
Flor.ddrSdra.ord H)r ' ,  Houq T'e le)nolc\peJlern

James M. BaDner, Jr.. chai.man ol the Aneacan
n\rc. ,  , '  t {  r l - r  Ad\dn.erp r  o '  5.  Hrrran. p.

On I0 l l  Odobcr 1980, lhe Eastern Div is ion holds,rs
confcrcnce a1 Berkshire Communily Collese. Pittsfield.
\4c\ \" ! l ' . . - r \  V"r l ,  Curr . .prr iden o' 'h!  \socid ' jon

' |  Ane,c. ,1 
'^ol l !8! . .  " r l l  I . r '  ore " f  

L_ mdi.

The Pacific-wcslem and Soulh*esrern Di!isions ha!e
scheduled their inaugu.alconferences for l7 lE Oclober
I980. The Pacific Wstern Division meeting in Seaule.
washington (Aimort H ilton Hotel). fealures an addres by
Dale Tillery. profesor of highffeducatron al the Uqrler-
sny ofCllifornia. Derkeley. sraduate school. Thekeynote
spcaker oflhe Southwene.n Division .onferencc, hoslcd
by Tarant Counly Junio. College (Fort worth. Tcx )
and held at thc Holiday lnn. Mid Citics (west). Bedford.
Tcxas, will be Gaines l,ost,.l.., execuiile direclor ofthc
Codnission on lhe Humanit ies.

FeeFrrarol  In lormdron ror 
-nf  

oI  Fe rrdint \
may be oblained fron CCHA- (Jnion Coll.. Cranford,
NJ O?0I6,

Dt ) -b,
are recommcndine bul. rather. lhc ,r"."!J we *ent

through to atrirc at that approa.h Forcign langua8c

depanmenls nust nake a rcalislic aPpraisal ol tberr

sirlation and be prefared 10 reconsider priorilics il

-F!P(drr  l  d.uh) Inu{ J\e(ome i /  ror  d l  cd ' iL\ iP '
and stan thinkinS aboul the h.alth oltbe tcld 10 th,.h

we all belong To do olheNise {ill invite ludhcr

dete.ioralion of our posnion. ft is hoPed thal the

UMRC expeflcnce vill encourage othcm 10 act 1n

rcsponserolhccr is isrh. t lacesourproi ission. Ihereqi l l

be no dcus cx ndchina rhe \olul ion mun come Irom

NOTE

'lhe frorc rk.prical rcadcr {ill no doubr qucnio. the
foRgoii8 .rgunrnG Through cxDenence.
..nvinc.d o i r h e i. v a l id it y. W c n r a k e e r e r ! c l i n to us.lhenr){
cltccrile methods ol in(ruct,on rnd to incrcasc our srldcns'
e\p.surc ro rhelr ch.sc.langDa8.. Ihe.mPhn:i\ rhroughout is
on comnunicnlion skills wc t|y to gr\. our clcmcnrarl and
inrcrnediaiedud.n6a Innnlng ltrd br balinathem meer on.c
a Lveck in smalL groups for conrcrarionaL tncti.. *rh an
in{nrcror sbo spcnks rhc rafger langusgL nativ€ll rhF 

'n
addirion to usin! rhc l.osuaselab w.aho make erten\ivc u\c
of msdi! (tilm. lideo. crc) ar all lerels. r..ur sup-bly
equippcd hb .nd dcdi, .cnrer. For inn!n.c. lilm has hccn
in.orporared Lnb sd$al courses. and in.rhcs sldcnt dnlls-
rcporls. !nd d'xnnric skits are videdt!lcd. play.d back. a.d
anrlJ_7ed In addition. Ne hart r.rivc languaA.clubs. Lrnguagc
lunch tables. and \ucc.slul n .rsc$ion pognms rbrord. Io
iate the c!\. .ons(va!\cly. *c Nould lav that our cun..i
rrudenf ar no Le$ pdicicnr rhrn rhcir predece$o( *h. t.ok
mofc crcdrr bours in a Lilcnttre onenred p.{Jgrtm
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