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In  th i s  day  and  age  nany  ch i l d len  l ove  to  be  i n  f ron t  o f  a  v ideo  cane la ,
bu t  t h i s  e ipe r ience  had  a  t v i s t '  I t  uas  conduc ted  i n  Japanese .  we  used
t ! . o  v ideo  cameras  i n  o rde !  t o  make  an  i nd i v idua l  t ape  fo l  each  ch i l d  as
se11  as  to  l eco l t l  a  cLass  co t rpos i te  s inu l taneous ly .  Even  though  the
na t i ve  speake r  i n te rv ieve r  vou ld  be  fan l l l a r '  t o  t he  ch i l d ren ,  t he  roon
b e i n g  u s e d  w a s  n o t .  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  c a l r y  o n  a  s h o r t  p i e - i n t e r v i e v
e x p l a n a t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h  t o  l o v e r  t h e  a n x l e t y  I e v e 1 .

A t  t he  k inde rga r ten  l eve l ,  se  shoved  the  c lass  the  v ideo  equ ipnen t  and
exp la lned  tha t  t hey  souLd  each  ge t  a  tu rn  to  ta l k  e i t h  Ak i ko  sense i  on
tarnera. "Do you have a pLace at hone vhele you neasure hov tal l  you are
g roe ing  eve ry  yea r? r t  (Mos t  rep l i ed  a f f l i na t i ve l y ) .  I l | e l I ,  ve  a re  9o ing
to  take  a  neasu re rnen t  o f  ho r '  t l uch  Japanese  you ' ve  l ea lnec l  t h i s  yea r .
Then  i / e r11  do  i t  aga in  nex t  yea r  t o  see  hov  ouch  [98  you rve  l ea rned .
D o n ' t  v o l r y  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o v  s o n e t h i n g  t h i s  t i n e , "  s i n c e  t h l s  i r o u l d  b e
the  f i r s t  an t l  second  g lade rs t  second  oppor tun i t y  ( sp r i ng  1991  vas  ou r
f i r s t  v i d e o  i n t e r v i e v  e f f o r t ) ,  L , e  d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e m  a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n
a h e a d  o i  t i m e .

As  the  resou rce  teache ! ,  I  i nv i t ed  one  ch i l d  i n to  the  rood  (9e  had  t vo
ch l l d ren  a t  a  sna l l  t ab le  en joy lng  Japanese  books  i n  t he  ha1 l  so  v ' e
v o u l d  k e e p  a  c o n t i n u o u s  f l o v  g o i n g ) .  I  a s k e d  t h e  c h 1 l d  t o  5 1 t  i n  t h e
sma l . l e r  cha i r  ( i n  Japanese) .  Then  ve  p laced  a  n i c rophone  on  them so  ou !
sound  qua l i t y  cou ld  be  im ,p roved .

U s i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  f r o n  s t e v e  K r a s h e n r s  s t a q e s  o f  A c o u i s i t i o n ,  v e  h a d
deve loped  ques t i ons  abou t  t vo  r rP ress  and  pee l r '  p i c tu le  se t t i ngs .  we
hoped  they  uou ld  keep  the  ch i l d ren  i n te les teC l  and  as  they  p log ress
th rough  the  s tages  to  i n te rmed ia te  f l uency ,  t hey  vou ld  even  be  ab le  to
c rea te  the i r  o r rn  ( s to t y . "  ou r  ques t i ons  a l l oved  fo r  an  easy  ex i t  t o
comfo r t  zone  i f  s tuden ts  shoved  f rus t ra !1on  dbou t  nov ing  to  the  nex t
s t a g e .  w e  v a n t e d  t o  e n d  v i t h  e a c h  c h i l d  f e e l i n g  s u c c e s s f u l .

T h e  i n t e r v l e v e l  a l s o  b e g a n  v i t h  c o n n o n  f a n i l i a r  p a t t e r n s  t o  h e l ' P  g e t
s t a r t e d .  i r H y  n a m e  i s  A k i k o ;  v h a t r s  y o u r  n a n e ?  g h a t r s  y o u r  t e a c h e r ' s
n a m e ? "  A f t e r  s h e  v e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p i c t u r e  q u e s t i o n s  s h e  v o u l d  s a y
' , o ' r a r i , r  ( f i n i s h e d ) .  W i t h  t h e  c a n e r a  s t o p p e d ,  I  v o u l d  c o n p l i m e n t  t h e
ch i l d  f o r  t h i s  good  e f fo r t  and  ask  l t , as  i t  easy?  t l as  i t  ha rd? r '  Mos t
r r o u l d  s a y  s o m e  o f  e a c h .  T h e n  I ' d  a s k  t h e n  t o  b r i n g  t h e  n e x t  c l a s s n a t e
t o  t h e  b o o k  t a b l e  a n d  t h e y ' r o u l d  I e a v e  h a P p i l y  t o  d o  t h e i r  e r r a n d '
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T h e  p r o c e s s  d i d  t a k e  t i n e  t o  s e - t  u p .  T h e  i n t e ! v i e v  . i t s e l t  ! , / d  s
a p p r o x i n a t e l y  5  n i n u t e s  p e r  c h i l d  a t  t h e  k i n d e r g a r t e n  f e v e l  -  a  l i t t 1 e
m o r e  f o r  l s t  a n d  2 n d  g r a d e r s .  l l e  v e r e  c o n c e ! n e d  a b o u t  b r i n g i n g  c h i l d r e n
f !on  the  Japanese  c fass !oon  ra the r  t han  the  Eng l  j . sh  s ide  i n  o rde r  t o
h a v e  t h e  m i n d s e t  i n  p l a c e .  I n  l 9 9 l  a  f e v  c h i l d r e n  h a d  t o  c o n e  o u t  o f
E n g l i s h  b e c a r . r s e  o f  a  t i m i n g  p r o b l e m ,  a n d  v e  d i d  s e e  s l i g h t  h e s i t a n c y  f o r
t h o s e  c h i l d r e n ,  a s  i f  t h e y  v e ! e  t l y i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  g e a r .

W e  w e r e  a m a z e d  a t  h o v  s o n e  c h i l d r e n  r e s p o n d e d .  T h e  t e a c h e r s  a p p l e c i a t e d
see ing  the  feedback  and  sa id  i t  he lped  them to  assess  fo r  yea r  end
repor t  ca ra l s ,  I { e  found  nos t  o f  ou r  1s t  and  2nd  g r :ade ls  so l . i d l y  i n  Ea r l y
Produc t i on  r r i t h  a  fev  nov ing  i n to  Speech  Emergence ,  I n  fac t  ve  have
begun  to  i den t i f y  a  va ! i e t y  o f  1eve ls  i n  t he  L -d r I y  P roduc t i on  phase .
Our  k inde rga r ten  c lass  seened  ve ry  de f i n i t e l y  mov ing  i n to  the  f i l s t
phase  o f  Ea r l y  P roduc t i on ,

The  va r ia t i ons  o f  hov  ch i l d ren  responded  ven t  f ! om nonve rba l  po in t i . ng  to
en t i re  sen tence  ansve rs ,  One  1s t  g rade r ,  l r hen  asked  vhe re  someth ing
vas ,  sa id  r rToday  i t  i s  he le , "  I f e  aLso  no t i ced  tha t  once  a  ch i l d  spoke
ou t  i n  Eng l l sh  they  had  d i f f i cu l t y  ge t t i ng  back  to  Japanese ,  A  fev
s tuden ts  t r i ed  pu t t i ng  Japanese  p lonunc ia t i on  to  Eng l i sh  so rds .  Th i s
uas  more  no t i ceab le  l n  k inde lga r ten  thah  l s t  g lade  ( r ' bea ru i  cha i ru r ! ) .
I t  su rp ! i sed  us .  second  g rade ls  espec ia l l y  s ta r ted  to  sho r  f rus t ra t i on
tha t  t hey  cou ld  unders tand  a  ques t i on  bu t  d idn r t  have  the  Ianguage  to
respond  ye t .  I n  one  g i r l r s  eo rds ,  'N lhongo  ga  na i ' ,  ( I  t l on r t  have  the
Ja  pa  nese  )  .

we  ' r i L1  a t tenp t  t o  repea t  t he  p locess  th i s  sp l i ng  ana l  a re  ad jus t i ng  the
ques t i ons  to  p rov ide  va l i da t i on  and  cons i s ten t  neasu renen t .  we  th ink  a
c l i p -on  re tno te  m ic lophone  h iqh t  he lp  us  to  ge t  c lea re !  ch i l d  response
as  the  a round  the  neck  s t y le  had  d laebacks  shen  the  ch iLd  p layed  , i t h
the  h i ke . .  I l e  a re  a l so  cons ide r lng  tha t  t he  3 !d  g rade rs  nay  t rave  a
favo r i t e  s to ry  they  vou ld  l i ke  to  read  on  v ideo  so  ue  can  ge t  a  rno re
c o m p l e t e  a s s e s s r n e n t  i n  o r a l  s k i l l s  a n d  r e a d i n g  a s  a  p a l t  o f  t h e i !
D o r t f o l i o .

Pa !en ts  ve re  ve ry  coopera t i ve  abou t  suppor t i ng  the  v ideo ,  and  nany
exp ressed  de119h t  t ha t  t h - i s  l r ou ld  resu l t  i h  a  co l l ec t l on  ove r  t he  yea rs
t o  d i s p l a y  t h e i !  c h i l d r s  p r o g l e s s  i n  a c q u i ! i n g  J d p a n e s e .

Deanne  Ba lze i
Japanese  Magne t  P !  og ram
R i c h m o n d  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o  I
P o r t l a n d ,  o r e  g o n
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The acquisition of a second language progresses in four distinct
staoes, or levels of competence. The types ol language activi ty
thai students are capable o{ at each stage vary with each level:

0t(4-1

STAGES OF ACQUISIT ION:

Studenls communicale with gestures and
acl ions.
Lesson locus on l istening comprehension.
Lessons bui ld receptive vocabulary.

Students speak using one or lwo words or
short phrases.
Lessons expand receptive vocabulary.
Activi t ies are designed to motivate students 10
produce.
Vocabulary which they already understand.

Studenls speak in longer phrases and
^ ^ r n ^ l 6 t a  c o n t o n a o c

Lessons continue to expand receplive
vocabulary.
Activities are desjgned to develop higher levels
of language use.
Language experience activit ies are iniroduced.

P reb rodu ct io n

Ear lv  Produc t io  n

Speech Emeroence

lntermediate Fluencv
- Sludents engage in

connecled narrative.
- Lessons continue to

conversation and produce

expand receptive
vocaDUlary.

- Acrivi t ies are designed 1o develop higher levels
oi language use in conieni are.as.



O(44-s'
ROUGH DRAFT
Japanese Magnet Program
Portland, Oregon
3  l 2 l 9  3
Student ; D a t e :

Total Points:

JAPAI{IESE I"ANGUAGE ASSESSMENT
Classroom Scene

INTRODUCTION: (Warm up questions)
lnterviewer says: "Please sit dowrr. We will talk together in Japanese."

"What is your name?"
"How old are you?"
'\Vtrat is your teacher's nalne?"
''!Vhat color are you wea.ring?"

L PR-EPRODUCTION STAGE (5 POINTS) : (Award one point for an appropriate
verbal/nonverbal response. )
IrLtervi.euer saus look at tte pictwe. Shou bg poirlting:

1. Where is the teacher.
2. Where is the red chair.
3. Where is a boy-
4. Where is a girl.
5. What color is this apple? fPoint to the green apple)

(If cb.ild shows frustratioll, use EXIT ONE)

tr. EARLY PRODUCTION STAGE (12 POINTS) lAward 2 points for an appropriate
one or morc words response)

1.. took outside ... is it raining? {ether/or responsej

... is is sunnl2
2. There are 17 children in the picture. Count at least lO please.

(minimum lO - inlerviewer points to a child)

3. What is this? .., (Teacher points to car.., (I/2 porrt each)
points to map
n^ in t<  t ^  npn. i l

points to doLL
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v. FLUENCY (25 POINTS)
I TeU me a story about this picture, fyou naa noDe th.lJ]gs around.)
2, Read a story and retell in your own words.

3. ReteU a past event
4. Tell about a future event.
5 .

\rI. EXIT ONE -- Teacher asks. "l,l4rere is te cot?'
"\Vtere ate the bqnanas?"

"Good job. We are alL finished."

EXIT TWO -- Teacher points to the cat and asks,
"Vvho,t is this?"

Teacher points to the bananas and asks,
"What o.re these?"

"Good job. V'e are aII ftnished.'
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JAPAI'iIESE LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT
Family Hone Scene

L PREPRODUCTION STAGE (5 POINTS)

1. Show me t}le cat.

-2, Shovr me the flowers.

3. Show me tfre father
4. Show me the grandma.

5. what color is the sofa?

U. EARLY PRODUCTION STAGE (T2 POINTS)

1. Is the dog inside or outside?
2. This ball is round. How many round things can you find? Count

thetn please-

-3- what is this? ... (Teecher points to teLephone...
points to boA , . .
points to chair...
potnts to the bear...

4. Look at the father's face.
(Point to the eAes...
point to the nose,..
poiu lo the moullr...
point to the ears..,)

5. This is the l itt le ball. \\hat is this ball?

6. The dog is outside? \\4rere are the children?

IF CIIILD SHOWS FRUSTRATION, USE EXIT gUESTION #2

Itr. SPEECH EMERGENCE STAGE (15 POINTS)

1. what is the father doing? fpornr to Jather)
2. \\&y is the dog at the door?

3. HoN old do 1,ou think these children are?
-+. \\/har is rhe girl going ro do?

5- \! 'hat seasor] do )rou tl inli this is? How do -v'.ou knorv? 
+
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IV. INTERMEDIATE FLUENCY (2O POINTS)

l. It is 4:OO. What is this family going to do?
Why is the refrigerator open?
Tell me what you think people are doing in the picture.

4. TeU me about your favorite video.

v. FLUENCY (25 POTNTS)

_I._Please tell me a story about this family. you may move the pieces.
2 .

3.

5.

!'I. CONCLUSION

EXT L Where is t]le cake?
Where is t}je pizza?
tr\here is the apple?

-GIIADING CRITERIA:

1 PI - APPROPRIATE RESPONSE - RESPONDED WITH I OR 2 WORD
2 PTS.- APPROPR]ATE ANSI\,ER (MEANING CORRECT)
3 PTS _ APPROPRIATE AND GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT SHORT

PHRASE

4 PfS - ELABORATED ON ANS\\,ER
5 P T S -


