Language Learning/Learning Styles - 0011~
I. The Clips '

The clips you have just seen are excerpts from recent and not so recent movies. The language
learning shown is, of course, exaggerated, as is everything produced by Hollywood and by other
motion picture companies. The excerpts do, howevet, reflect ways people learn foreign languages,
and perhaps remind you of some of your learning experiences.

“No. 1: Dead Poets’ Society No. 5: Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
No. 2: What’s New Pussycat No. 6: Born in East L.A.
No. 3: Blue Angel -No. 7: El Norte

No. 4: Isadora
II. Focus Questions

Please take a few minutes to answer the following questions about language learning, as it relates

to you and the excerpts you have just seen: Use B s A z}, g naeA
E1O space

The Learning Situation

1. Which film clip corresponds most closely to your experience with language instruction? Was this a
positive experience or perhaps a nightmare? Why?
Which of the language students shown do you identify with? How are you hke these students?
Do any of the teachers in the clips remind you of language instructors you have had?
What materials are used in the classrooms? Which would help you to leam the most?
Which activities the teacher uses appeal to you the most?

AN

Using the Language in Real Life

1. Three of the clips show students using the language they have learned in real-life situations. Have
you had similar experiences?

2. Which language skills are the students callcd upon to use in these situations
(listening/speaking/reading/writing)? Do you think they are more proﬁcmnt at one skill than at

another?
Error Correction

1. The Blue Angel, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, and El Norte all show students being
corrected. Do you think the students all benefit from being corrected? Why or why not?

Motivation

1. Which of the students are the most motivated to learn? What motivates them? Which appear to be
the least motivated?

2. Inthe film Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, we see two students. Which student is more
motivated to learn? Which student actually learns more? Which student is better able to use the
language in a real-life situation?
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