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ABSTRACT me puryose of this study u)as to inoestigate the effects of taining foreign language
teachers in the ACTFL-OPI-type fiaining on student perfomance, instructional mithods, and
c[asstuom mateiols in the secondary foreign language classroom. profrciency-bosed instruct[on
is one of ACTFL'| most significant contributions to foreign language education; houeuer,
scarce research data are aDailable on the et'fects of the ACTFL-O?| training at the secondary
teDel. The hypothesis of this study rDes that teaches uho had been trained in the ACTFL-OH-
type ttuining aould become more auare of faetos contributing to o ptoliciencyaiented cur-
iculum. It aas caftied out in the secondary schools in pinellos Counry, no;ida, in ahich
teacheB uho aere trained in the ACTFL-Opl-type training shoued a 35 percent increase in per
sonalized communication, morc specifically Lahen exprcssing feelings, opinions, and judg-
ments [n c[ass. The analysis of Daiance (ANOVA) uas found to be statistically signifrcant in thls
communicatioe category F = (l ,4) = I 3.07) at the .05 alpha leDel. Both quant[tatioe and qual-
itatiDe data uere collected ond analyzed. The rcsults of the teacher interuieus anu quesuon-
naires also supported the hypothesis that trained teachers aere more auare of a
proficiencl,oiented cutriculum. No signincant differcnces aere lound on student peiomance.
Fwther studies ore suggested due fo the larye effect sizes found in the teacher categories

Introduction
The Standards for Forcign language kaming
f1996) idenrib, lhc framework ofcommunica-
tion as an integral link in preparing for the
Twenty first Century. The American Council
on the Teaching ol Foreign Languages
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(ACTFL) offers the principal means of Stan-
dard accountability, training, and assessmen!
within foreign language education. The
ACTFL Oral Prof;ciency Interview (ACTFL-
OPD was established in 1989 as a standard test
for evaluating global speaking proficiency.
With all of this in mind, the authors investi-
gared rhe effects of rhc ACTFLOpt-type rrain
ing on student performance, instructional
methods, and classroom materials in Spanish
lll and IV classes at the high school level in
Pinellas County, Florida. The underlying as,
sumption was that teachers who had beeo
trained in the ACTFL{Pftype training would
become more aware of factors contributing to


