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ABSTRACT The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of training foreign language
teachers in the ACTFL-OPItype training on student performance, instructional methods, and
classroom materials in the secondary foreign language classroom. Proficiency-based instruction
is one of ACTFL’s most significant contributions to foreign language education; however,
scarce research data are available on the effects of the ACTFL-OPI training at the secondary
level. The hypothesis of this study was that teachers who had been trained in the ACTFL-OP-
type training would become more aware of faetors contributing to a proficiency-oriented cur-
riculum. It was carried out in the secondary schools in Pinellas County, Florida, in which
teachers who were trained in the ACTFL-OPFtype training showed a 35 percent increase in per-
sonalized communication, more specifically when expressing feelings, opinions, and judg-
ments in class. The analysis of variance (ANOVA) was found to be statistically significant in this
communicative category (F = (1,4) = 13.07) at the .05 alpha level. Both quantitative and qual-
itative data were collected and analyzed. The results of the teacher interviews and question-
naires also supported the hypothesis that trained teachers were more aware of a
proficiency-oriented curriculum. No significant differences were found on student performance.
Further studies are suggested due to the large effect sizes found in the teacher categories

Introduction (ACTFL) offers the principal means of Stan-
The Standards for Foreign Language Learning  dard accountability, training, and assessment

(1996) identify the framework of communica-
tion as an integral link in preparing for the
Twenty-first Century. The American Council
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
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within foreign language education. The
ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (ACTFL-
OPI) was established in 1989 as a standard test
for evaluating global speaking proficiency.
With all of this in mind, the authors investi-
gated the effects of the ACTFL-OPI-type train-
ing on student performance, instructional
methods, and classroom materials in Spanish
lIl and 1V classes at the high school level in
Pinellas County, Florida. The underlying as-
sumption was that teachers who had been
trained in the ACTFL-OPltype training would
become more aware of factors contributing to
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