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Not Just Lip Senrice: Systematic
OraI Testing ia a First-iear
College German progran
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Portla.d Statc UnrEBtty

.,1 
re:e$€d d€rnand for pronctency-oriented rorErgn tan€luage hsrmc_

rlon otrers us a chance to produc€ wl|at u,E havE ctatmed we want ana|(now how to produce an apprcchbtc numbcr oI ordhary Amcrlcare
:::Tbly Ti*Fgl'llol!'en hneuaC6. As standards ;r profrcrency
we hav€ nory the rcTFL/ETS prctnsld.natpro,k]tzncg curdetrnes; and f;oral pmfictency raflng ther€ ts the wet{cldopcd i.R model of the oralhteruew. Wbat rcmatns ts appllcauon: t) the earnBt acceptance ofprac-
lxllTn9Ag * p. prrmafy grat or basrc hstructjon: 2) the adoprion
or r4clouid€tln€s throughout the pmf€€sion; and 3)_tn my vie; th€cenrrat issue-the adap(a0on of Culd?tines and tes ng teciniquc toprogEtrE whtch s€rve thc ordtnary studenL
_ I d€€cnb€ herc a largc lrtrbduclory colege Cermall couBe whrch $rasd€srlF€d wtth prcficlency as tts "o€antzrng prtnclph. -, StncE thc autumn

or rea{., tnc domlnant f€atw€ of nEny.ar c€rmm at pordar|d State Unl_
:::gE F-' r€gurar. fi€qu€nt rddivrduar orar testing arong nxrACITL/ETS ltn€s, wtth oral tBt pcrformanc€ the grototii"gL-f*t".
ln gridlDg. rn th€ past four l,Ears abou. nv. thou€snd orar l;ts havED€en admhlsrc!.d. each tasung about ren mtnut€s. Students and statl

course an otstandlng succ€ss. and pronckncy,oricnted
lretruction and el,aluuon hav€ be€n or wtu soon be rntrodu@d tntoiht€rmediate and adrdnc€d cours€s. The h€avy rnr,€stment of t|me anaterer$' rn ora.t testing ttas y'elded otbd relvards aDd charenges_ chiefamoog th€ benDnts ts the ompensarory rcducuon In the tabor demanded
Dy tne admtnistm on ofconlrntional Fttten rcsrs.

Whlle the InrrDduction of protictcncy rnstrucuon and orat tesrinE i,o,ur rccy€ar ('erman course was eff€ctcd rapldly, i I was not a peaagoglcat
capflce. lor some ume wr had doublcd rlat our.tuaenrs we* aitialya:qulrlng lru€ pracucat pmltct€ncy. AE a firer step we adopted a t;wnrcn_ s€€m.d to prcmtE€ gr€arer r€alsm and tivetl€r classes,, and w€agr€€d ro cntertain major changes in rhe Fogram.
. uunng the summ€r of r98O. alFady somwhat famrUar with whal we.nen knew stmply as -FSI" standards and tesflig procedures, w€ debated

how they might b€ made the cor€ of the ftrst-y€ar couFe. both as anevaluattv€ tool and as an lncen(Fe !o proncEncy acqutetflon. The ldcat*?s_crear: regular Indlvlduat oral tesung, lvtth commcnsu€le efrect ongradrng. nut the construcuon. admihistra on, 5nd u,reighting ofrhe t€srE
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