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ACTFL Japanese Proficiency Gui$elines

Th. hp.ncs. prolicicncv tuid.lircs t!pt!"nt ' hilBJthv of stobal char'clcri?.atioff of iftslar'd 
f1:!-

*-.. 'n ,p""rr"i, r,ran-a Eadins 'nd wndn& Eich d6ctiPrion it r t!pt!s'nt:d!t' not a' 'inaustrv' sffpl'

ll"'i#Ji* ."i!J;iirn .nd;ch klrl 5;b!,rm6 al pt!,.io's levlrs. r'oriis froln simpr. to complcx in

ar'lll-b.forc-and'nor!' fal}|lo|L

rh. ra,rurs.sFcinc suid.g: a1,r_r,-1. :;ilff ::: :l*lf i:"::j.j,:iTl,:j,:Ij:iTi:
ruidcLin6. Th. d3Jnpl.9 do not cooe'Iutc !r anrus
'rarr'fiitto 

*gs"., runaionrl5rrnPl6 ofnor'nrri"' 'biltv In J'P'ncsa

B.ca$. th.s€ tuidctincs iddtifv 5lrg6 of proficlcn''v' rs o99o5'd lo &hi'{tnc!rt' lbc1 aEnot inrcndcd-t"

*Iil*i.i-iJ"tard har actrjJ rrvough sFific clrs'room i mcoon bu ath'r ro alros rlssm'nr

"i?n., -i'a"'i"a .' -d ..nnor 'lq ri8ndl6! or ehcrt' whcn' or hoi! $' l$tur8' har.b'!n l€am€d

ii .*i,l"iiiir';J" ;,* 'lc:r.cd" lnd ':cquicd" '' usd in th' brc'd'{ lcttsc rh6! suid'rin6 aE nor

i.;oi iou"'*r- unguittic thcorv ot p.d.io8jc'l n!!hod' 5iffr th' 'uidclin" ||t Protici'ncv-b'3'd ar

"op.r.a ,. ".fti*...",-1.".a, .nd iJ! inrcndcd rc b' ul.d for slobd $s'lsDcnt

Th6. 8uid.tin6 rhould no! bc contid'Ed thc dcfiniriv! \'!?sion' sinc' thG connrucrion and udlizarion or

r,n'gui.'p.na.n"vg.a.hcsL3dv Irris, intlfacow P[o'.3i Th' r"d'r cs'(ot tik' th' so,lruncnr s'cro''

*liifrir'"* . "ri.. *a 'Pdat th. crir'ri' Pcriodicillv to Ellccr th' $cidr of thc us:: *d ll: :1:T-
iiir" o-i",i"'. r" "o *in, esrrL o*cs e conrnuinr d'br rc rh' crc:ton or thc leE2 provcronar Pror r'

.i.ne rudctinded. ot courlq to $c mcmo'rs ot rhc l;r'nrcncv l.|ntu's' Roundbbl'TBtrnt comdn

rcc. rrre-ca:rors orrtc ao'cmm.tae L,ntu't' Sl ill Lttll DdcrtPtio$

ACTFL would lik.to fi.nk thc lollswins idividuds for thcir coniributiotr to this p!ojcc!:

G...ric Cddclin.s

H.idi8ym6
Jrm6 Child

S.iichi Makino

S.iichi Makino
Devid Mills

Kiyo St.!c$on

Th6.Buidclin.s !R lh.products oftnnts fio|n lhc U5 D'panmcnr ofEducation



Dc.crlDilotlsP.dlnS

0 6 \ t 2 - 2

Thc Novicc Lv.l h ch6nctc.iz.d by thc.bility ro cohnLrnicrt. minin.llv with
l€.mcd rurcriel.

CrlrL. Ord grodudion co$itt! of itolrtcd eord! and Frhrps r f.w hith'

frcqucncy phr$.s. E$arti.lty tto fonction.l commuoic.dr. rbilitv.

,4prr.r.f Ord producliotr is littil.d to kolalcd *od5 , .tt h rt tolonan' hai

or corlltlton Lotn *or.b in E4lith 3uch |t tirtono. Bs.oti.lv no communic.tivc

.biIly.

6arat&. or.l Droducrioo continu6 to' ilnlist of iaolrt.d words .nd lc.ficd

Dhrar.. witNn ecry gr.dicrebL .I€s of rccd. rlthouth qu ty it incr.55.d
vdhdarv b sufficic onlv for hrtdlini tiftplc' ct.m.n!. v rc.di dd apr6!in8

baric coun6i6. U(cranccs ratcly conli5t of hor. rhan r\ro or tht.. eordi and

3hoe frequ.nr lonS p.u56 and r€pctilion of interlocubr'3 qor.l5. spc.ld m.v

t||vc roma difficulty producir8.vcn thc timplcsl uocrincca. somc Novicc-Mid

rp..t6r mry b. und€rttood onlv wilh ttcat difficullv.

,dr.zJ.. Ord grodudion €ontinu6 to consi3t of itolatcd qord3 fid phr'r'3

wir.hi! v.rr Drcdjcubl€ rl..r of n .d vocrbuhtv is sullio.nt onlv lor hr.dlinS

d|nplc, aLnenity [(lds ltld atptc$inl trdc coun6ic5 s'rch as oholoo

hozeiddi.), koani.hi va, edtPtoo ttozti;asu)' dooao, .nd doono. SFcch

duy b. h.'itrDl.

Crr.rrr. Ablc to tdbfy p:nirlly thc t quir€.lr|.n$ of buic cotnmunidllirc c,('

dun|ri by r.lyinS h..vily on L.mid utt.ranc6 bul ocalioMllv cxpa,rdlnt th"'

throuii 5impl. t colnbindot! df th.ir.Lm.nrr. C|n r* qu6ao or marc

d|rc'ncrts involvi4 l..t*d mrcrid.Sho*! 3itn5 of sponi.n.iq rlthouth this

fdb .hon of rc.1 tutonomi of .rpt .5ion. SP..ch cotdnut to .onsirr of hgn.d

uEnnct' rat th|rr of pfilondiz.d, lirurtiot|.lly adpt.d oncs voc.bulery

..ntcB on |'€ar such .i b$ic obicct, 9bc!.' rJtd mo$ commo'r kiothip (ertns'

Prorunci.tion mty 3till b. slrondv influmccd bv fid lanS!a8.. E(oE atc [rc'
qusnt .nd, in rpitc of r.Ftidon, 3om. Notict'Hi8h lP.akcrs will hrv. difficul'

ty b.int und.rtood, .v.n by lrnPethclic itti.rlocubrs

Japorrr.. Abl. to sllisfy prnidty llic rcquir.m.n$ of baic communicatrvc cr-

ch|nt.s. Can b.ndlc r vctv litnit.d nunbct of timplc qu.stions' etch '5 uc4

d6a ko? Doko da) ko? Den d.su *a?, tnd mav b. rbL to rnswcr sucn qucs'

done. vo.rbulery clnt€t! otr eErorics 3uch 15 b.dc objc.1s.t|d adivni6- Mav

utilir. Enslish wolds sithjn I Jip.n.s. conr.rl sirbout :pproprilrc pho'ologcal

rd.priotr. for cxMPlG,,'ii"o doko (Est k4? Ab|, to.ounr bur tor ro us' th'

chsilicr ryst.rh. Dcuv.ry mry slill b. nrondv inflslnccd bv firt! len8uagc

]'hc lnl.tmdil. Lvcl i! ch$rdcrizcd bv rhc ap€ak.r'! abilitv to:
-crcr. sith th. hn8u.t€ by combining rnd r.combininS l.arn.d cl'mcnts

rhou8h primrtily it I r€lcriv. mod.:
-injtiuc. tninirndty ttEuin, |nd €lo!. in. titnpL e.v bsic commurucart |lix5i

-.rl rnd rnre.t qu6tions.

Cdrt AbL to Mndtc tu.ct3sfullv . limit.d numbd ol intcracriv'' etl€n"rcd
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lr6ncdi.t..Mid

Inr.rhcdirt.-Hith

MquT

md tcid riiorio|B, C$ 8l.,xt &rrs qu.ttbq inititt |nd rlt9ond lo 3inplc
|rr|r'rantt t,d fi||ntrin L..{o[c convdt tion, altiouth ifi | hilhly tcstrici.d
nu E .nd trith mlch lintsitti. i'|t.!u't.v witNn lh.* liniiroon!, .$ Fr'
fonn $rch t8b || i roduchr t lf. o..Lriry . m.|l, rsljnt dircdioni rtd m|i'
b[ purdrar6, voohdat! ia rd.qud€ to dgat$ oolt t}|. noat &ncnoty tEadl.
Solt|t htrrfas|.. fro.n triiv! l.|t|u|tr !!rv €|lr. Mi d.d|tdina! f'.quell'
b .ri.a. bu wlth rF{ilion, dtc lnGt[.dirtc-1rr rpc.l.' c.Il &tr.rrllv bc
ondcEtood by rymprlhdic int docutoB.

,.ror.., C$ $ftl |nd rntsa qu.3tlrrs. ru.t |, ,r-L -il ddt ke? H.rjhi'it
darc, C$ dirrc in t ti|nplc. ]taariw conv.itrdon urint fonnd nooprtr/Psl'
rtfifltrtiv./tctftiv. form3 (A: bIu ,c titt@ tutoboat o ai ^i itl'�r'dtita'
B: fu&k4 Uu no lLi,tdtit .)' Mt ta (hott/et'/tE n 'c'Gh'
,ro ktflt a d6tt,),,ttd.Jntsitt,'t(Xo'j to di',,oi a.i,,@/./. Mit'rnd'ltr&din8
flleratly |'ira! frcfi Door Fonucirdon, t,!on| tllch'rcatnts' |nd liFitcd

C,rrt. Ablc to h..rlL 3uc..3tfuIv t edcry of uncompliartcd. btlic !|d co|n'
nudcrtlvr a$tt |nd ,o.itl .itlrtiots. C.n tdt .imPlv rbout r.lf rnd fr'nilv
nanbcr!. C|'l 8l rnd |,ltttt quc*io |l|d t|nidpdc i|l siEDb colv"rtions
on roDics tayond th. rnoit imtn dirtc t dt, a 3., Fflond iittory |nd klurc
aim. rdlvitica. Ultltane kntlh indtlt€ tliAdy, bur ttaaan rnay codlrnu' lo

b. drraLrir.d by ttqurnl b||t galnas. dt|.! t,ra loootlt itaoaFdioo of 6"n
bart convstrrional ir|!.ti.3 ir ofta hindacd aJ Aa a9a.l6 lJ|rSdat io ctar'
rpprcDria& l|'tuSc fotltt, PtdurrLtiotl llry codritru! to ba atrotdy hnl,.'rc'
"i W_ffr" ftnfurri -a nu.ncy yrilt tu.ittcd. A[tllouth diruo.lltlund'
diqr dtlt .ri$, thc tnt€flndi.t+Mi.t tp..tr' . fcncilv tr. und6iood bv

tyrhtathdic initnlocuto''.

. Jcpcr6a. c|,|statdtnrsadmPhqrrsiotBolttoPicatudra5Filondhinory
loaten p dnt',a'.t ka?), hitun dn &tiviai.t /tiao dPt! ikinollt ka?J, '[|d
dnDL rn|||tt|tliott, tuch rr .t $G lo|t otfi.t (r& .t tin So-t'ui tltdsi )'
.rc, Qu.nriry o1.9...h it in.tt.td r|d $tdity b itnptovtd. Orla.r 'TurEv
in btlic connructjo$ and ula of hidl frt$Btlc1 vctbt rnd $xili|rt vttu (/r

htu auti o thit. lnstl la| t: Tartbi o nlte inal'./'.). ThG l "tndijaMid
3pqlct it &natrlly i t€5 tltditc ||ld |nor! intcr'ctivc ctnv"|rtiotd P'Iitl'r'
l): E a i iki,nathoo ko? A: !b, *tdti vo oat*kai nt ikiaei ddu')' Tnc \*
df cb3|ficrt i5 c$|nd.d, rtd ifu uac of tat||clc' ia mol. t99aopti't''

6.!.tL. Abk to trltdlc tuc.6tfirllv tnon |rncotrtPlic|tcd cotununic*ivt l8b
tnd 3&id rhurions. C|,t itdri.rc. $d|in. |t!d clo.. I trt6.l cotYlttrdon $tl

I numbcr of tlr aii6 rD9to9liata lo r rani. of circunat|nc!3 rnd loFcl' bul
cr'o'' rr. did.nt. Limit;d voobut ry 3dU ncc!3iltl.t h.titlrior 'nd flrv bnnl
$ou( rtiahly unctpc.tcd circumlocrlioD. Th.t! it c'n.rtint caid'n't of con'
ncocd diccourrc, prnicut.rly fot dtnglc n.ttrtion $d/or d6'riplion' Th'

Int.rincdirtc.Hith e!'..I.r crt tcnd.ilv b. undcrtlood cvcn by inlctlcubn not

|c.llr6.n d ro dalint wirh iFtar rl thit L!!t' bu rcFition itrv iill bc Equftd

Jarrtd. Emltrint tbrlilv ro ditot$rilh b.rrc.n polit.tt'st |nd forndrtv ut{!
in hoir urbt'|Ducrtcd commuru.aliv. r||tJ rnd tcitJ itluttions (s?,rtr, do'i'z
e .,s,e[6, '!l). Tli'.t it 6r|G'!ry did€r|a of .on,to'd dlt'otE Fflldllldv
fd dm9f. Mtrrtion andlor d.!.ti96n . U: Xnt.. ei o ntts,,ito le2 8: Ktodo

rt ltt.. 6tar o mila ctuli'l.tlilt. Trnki tt 1o*uta' totcno tenothliel'o '6t'
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Moo ld*to Aot ,o ortottt6/'J'

Th. Adv|n.td Ltd it .hrrediEd bv lhc it'alctt ruItv to:

...dG* itl . d.sly Fnidg.loit fttNon:
-Ui.".-"-.f". .tA ttt"l t'o dd|,c I sil. Y"i'tv ol connuni'rtiv' r.r3l5

L,rarir *-. ,L, t q"* |n iEard rhl t !o codvcv manin3 vitb divtt"

GG lru"Ocr o"i o t oardt'rbn or I sfor+:t:a rurn or cr€nu;

;;;;;;" "r 'dool ud wo(L ' uris r: r'd

-J.i. t a atcrlu. *ttt P"{t4h'Lruth cooidr'd di$ours''

GttG At,| ro r.drt lh nquidoa$ of 6t?tdry dtl||rioot |nd rDrtil|' td|ool

i *.i t*tlt .ttl. ot bradL tit! colfi&rc bd no{ sit} frctutv 'om'

llJi.iLtta ,-tr *"."". !r'h s &lodirrr' comptriainc 'ttd tPo:'c'" 
:

ffiffi J a.;u rilh sr tEjL' lotitl srarr' torE r,t sndorv'

&Efitta. r-, -a u& 'surtlv rto'n io9i'! ol orn'nt public 'nd F'
ili?iJ, *.r-n"-'r "*ul"v shon'odiq5 c$ orttr' bc 'mql* ova

;--;;;*-;""d.. 'ud' 's ptu" filLrs rulins d'eic!'' rnd 'litr"mt

'jrJ]il5]ilfi.niorr wxidr "i'B korn vo"bul"v ot 'vntr'6c liniu'

ffi 
-"JiG 

i qui" tu"*.lul' tn6lr$ ornc topinr ro' :.".t-d' PI tltl I
ff;:il;;;{"d tP.*E "D b ur&tood tit}pd ditrrua} !v nrtrv'

faB6. C.s DriL atid d€stbc. lhlitu t'it'tlc'l loicrlE tnoothly into
'#jil]Gd 

* -rdn d'tb 'r 'ditn'cixrs' proanrs' dlips' rnd

E#.' twcl,i,ri-n ut*i'd&,'a ai !r'rx'/st 'ts. htt'hl o d't' t"! e'to
'ffi; 

;;t "t '.,'ttt ;' "@o 'tii"'6 ni lllrrtm'e/- chichi 'o dtioto ai
-ii 

i ^iri ^o lrit',* E ''ttltt ot,ldtini eo 'b' h ken' btu no

;&:;;;;*-."t; . iittoo dritoo Lo 7 onan :-,:-2:lYlli
ffiffi" t a;r " &fl! of idorlldon' hlrbrion noi*s' rnrl ''izr"r' '

6-.rlc Att to t tfv ltt rqtrncaa ot r Urol trricrv of lvttvdrv'.t'ltdt'

;;i d;-d-r. c." d;* corlt lopi:t rdtriry to Fnicrltrt ngttB

;; ;i:rt-r'ddt ;;0"-. rlg! ir dgsint cud'n'! or 'bihv ro c'ppon

li-irrllui, opr.rtt itt o.t if. |!d hvFrh'ri" Th. A'rv8a'd'Plut tFl" onm

iir* . l.l'o",ao.a ul;iv ro dnFltr" for !l itnFf'd ttrtP of.to'll€ fo'nll

iio -nrta"t ulc of .oilttrutiativ' dt'r.tic!' tuch rt prt4h'tsini rnd oi-

li'i,ii. irli-,lrn a "-t 't'rv d itnoitrioo lt cflcrivdv ut'd to com'

i'uffii-- J,.a.1r marrilu Trr Adv'i'ld-Plut sFlq' otlcn 'nowl
*Jitur-n,-t 

v .tta cr* of tt"'h brrr udct th' drrtundt ol sup"ior-lqvcl

co.pto utfr. trr'furf. tr,.t btt'l do*n or Fov€ inr.llqu|r''

fraorr. ,rbt to 3!frn opiniolrt' 'iphn in ddrt' |'td hvpothcsu! bur rtui
'.ff"i* 

J,.""itllu"a; p*!$,'. or {'Br' conuol or lrvl'ic ,.e5t'.' $d,ot

cd Dll.||td dtua$rt. t y prsv' ulclu|rl

Th. Sup€rior h/.1 n .i|Il ttrittd bt th' t0'ik.t'r rbilitv to:

li.iiie." .rrtcrr"av i" 'o{ rornd r"d inforrnd co$vcirto on pr'd'cl

roci|l, Fof€aiold, ud $rtrrct loplcti lnd
-i#r'oeit** nta lvp"thdt' uti's r'tiv' !r' di{oun' rrr'tcsc3

Cdra Abb lo ,9.d thc l|npt' wirh $Ifici' rcc!'rct 10 Prtrioprtc 'ff'c-

Hii'',ort'riJrt -a i"fdlrui cowc doni on Pna,crl loci'i' p'or6dond'

i'i'.ir*-i-o c- o*'* a'od rdd' or comFma tnd im""t wrrh "!'
SuF ior


