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FUNC'IONAL TRISECTION OF ORAL PROFICIENCY LEVELS

Oral
Prof ic iency
Level Function Context

(Top i cs ,  ' sub j  
ec t s  a reas ,

act iv i t ies and jobs
add ressed )

(Tasks accomplished,
att i tudes expressed,
tone conveyed)

Accuracy

(Aeceptabi l i ty,  qual i ty
and accuracy of message
eonveyed)

5
(Superior)

Functions equivalent
to an educat.ed native
speaker  (ENS) .

A11 sub jec ts .

L r  r l
l Y f

Perf ormance egulvalenL
to an ENS. fi\

&rF l"'-.f-< \4"{ Vi'il^ U'1Yr !"*,'f

4
(Superior)

Able to tailor language
to f i t  audience, counsel,
persuade, negot iate,
represent a point of  v iew
and interpret for digni=
ta r ies .

A11 topics normally
pert inent to pro-
fess iona l  needs .

Nearly equivalent to an
ENS. Speech ls extensive,
prec ise ,  appropr ia te  to
every occasion with only
occasional errors.

3
(Superior)

Can converse in formaL
and informal si tuat ions,
resolve problem si tua-
t ions, deal with
unfarni l iar topicsr pro-
vide explanat ions,
descr ibe  in  de ta i l ,  o f fe r
supported opini .ons, and
hypothesize.

Pract ical ,  social-  pro-
fessional and g,b_gglgg!
topics, part icular in-
terests,  and special
f ie lds of competenee.

Enors never interfere
with understanding and
rarely disturb the native
speaker.  Only sporadic
errors in basic structures.

2
(Advanced)

Able to ful ly part ic i-
pate in casual conver-
sat ions, can express
facts,  give instruct ions,
descr ibe ,  repor t ,  and
provide narration about
current,  past and future
ac t iv i t i -es .

Concrete topics such as
or,m background, family,
interests,  work, t ravel,
and current events.

Understandable to naEive
speaker not used to dealing
with foreigners sometimes
mi-s cornrnunicat es .

Can create with the
1 language, ask and answer

(Interrnedi-  quest ions, part ic ipate
ate) in short  conversat ions.

Everyday survival
topics and courtesy
requirements.

Intel l ig ible to nat ive
speaker used to dealing
with foreigners.

0* No funct ional abi l i tv

*Novice Level is not discussed here.

None. Unintel l ig ible.
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FUNCTIONS

4

(  Super io r )

Represents

Negot  iaEes

Pe rsuades

Counse 1 s

po inc  o f  v iew

Ta i lo rs  language to  aud ience

3 Hand les  un fami l ia r  top ics  o r  s i tua t ions

(  Supe r io r ) Hypo thes  izes

Prov ides  suPPor ted  oP in ion

Gets  in to ,  th rough and ou t  o f  surv iva l

s iEuat ions  w i th  a  comPl ica t ion

N a r r a E e s

D e s c r i b e s

I  GeEs in ro ,  th rough and ou t  o f  surv iva l

( I n t e r m e d i a t e )
s i rua t , ions  s inP lY

Asks  ques t ions

Answers  quesEions

C r e a t e s

2 '

(Advanced )

0+
Commun ica tes  e r i t h  memor i zed  ma te r i a l

(Nov ice  H igh)

o  
" a s  n o  f u n c t i o n a l  a b i l i t Y

( 0 ,  N o v i c e  L o u ,
N o v i c e  M i d )



(  Supe r io r)

3

( Supe rior)

2

(Advanced )

I

(  Inte rmed iate)

0+

(Nov ice  H igh)

0

(Nov i ce  Low,
Nov i ce  M id )

B a s i c  o b j e c t s

Co 1o rs

C lo th ing

Faurily membe rs

Weathe r

Weekdays

Months

D a y t  s  d a t e

Tine
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CONTEXT/CONTENT

non tec C a l  s r t u a E r o n s

Any conversat ion within the range of personal
o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s

A11 top ics  norna l l y  per t inent  to  p ro fess iona l
needs and soc ia l  o f  a  genera l  na ture

Express ion  and de fense o f  op in ions  about
cur ren t  events  and s imi la r  top ics

Most formal and informal conversat ions

P r a c t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  a b s t r a c t
top ics

P a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  s p e c i a l  f i e l d s  o f
competence

Rec rea t iona l  acE iv i t ies

Lini ted work requirements

Most  soc ia l  s i tua t ions  inc lud ing  in t roduc t ions

Concre te  Eop ics  such as  own background,  fami ly
and in te resEs,  work ,  t rave l  and cur ren t  events

S inp le  ques t ion-and-answer  s i tua t ions

Fami l ia r  top ics  w i th in  scope o f  very  l i ra i ted
language exper ience

Routine travel needs

Miniururn courtesy requirements

Everyday  surv iva l  top ics

Some o f  t he  0+  sub jec t  a reas  (above )
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4

( Supe rio r)

3

( Supe rio r)

2

(Advanced)

I

(  Inte rned iate)

Jo in ing  sen tences  i n  l i n i ced  d i scou rse

Good contro l  o f  morphology of  the language
( i n  i n f l ec ted  l anguages )  and  o f  t he  mos t

f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  s y n E a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e s

E lemen ta ry  cons t ruc t i ons  usua l l y  hand led

qu i t e  accu ra te l y ,  bu t  does  no t  have  a

thorough or  conf  ident  contro l  o f  granrmar

Some miscotnmunicat ion

UndersEandab le  t o  a  na t ' i ve  speake r  no t  used

Eo  dea l i ng  w i th  f o re igne rs
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Only  occas iona l  unPat te rned er ro rs

Near ly  per fec t  g rammar

Er rors  o f  g ranmar  qu i te  ra re

Occas iona l  e r io rs  in  low- f requency
s t r u c t u r e s

Oecas iona l  e r ro rs  in  the  most  complex
f requent  s t ruc tu res

O n l y  s p o r a d i c  e r r o r s  i n  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e s

Er rors  never  in t .e r fe re  w i th  unders tand ing

and ra re ly  d is tu rb  the  naEive  speaker

Control  of  grammar good

Norma l l y  e r ro rs  made  even  i n  cons t ruc t i ons

which are qui te s inple and con'mon

Er ro rs  i n  p ronunc ia t i on  and  g ra rmar  f r equen t

In te l l i g i b l e  t o  a  na t i ve  speake r  used  to

d e a l i n g  w i t h  f o r e i g n e r s

0

( N o v i c e )
N o  f u n c t i o n a l  a b i l i t y  ( s o r n e  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y

expec  ted  )


