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What is CBI? In the words of one of the texts to be used in the course, “CBI implies the total integration of language learning and content learning. It represents a significant departure from traditional foreign language teaching methods in that language proficiency is achieved by shifting the focus of instruction from the learning of language per se to the learning of language through the study of subject matter.” In simpler terms, there is reason to believe that people can learn a language better if they are using it to learn something else as well.

CBI is related to FLAC (Foreign Languages Across the Curriculum), and it can have connections to immersion learning, Community-Based Learning (CBL), Team-Based Learning (TBL), and Problem- (or Project-) Based Instruction. Implementing CBI involves not only an understanding of professional language pedagogy, but also the integration of subject-area content, learner needs, learning styles, and outcomes assessment.

This is a methods course for prospective or in-service language teachers. It does not have a prerequisite of another language-teaching course, but the introductory methods course in FLL or Applied Linguistics will be helpful. The course welcomes all languages, along with ESL; the instructor has extensive experience teaching methods courses with many languages represented in them. Participants may write their coursework in English, Spanish, French or German. They may create their CBI projects for any language in which they are reasonably competent (=ACTFL Intermediate-High).

Parts of the course and related activities:

•
Background of CBI: Pedagogical foundations, secondary literature, and survey of in-place CBI programs

•
Case Studies: Close examination of several existing CBI courses and projects, including at PSU the “SpeakEasy” German business simulation and the Humboldt Project

•
Project development: Development of learning modules and outreach activities, whether as independent ideas or as additions to existing courses and projects.

•
Exploration of support for CBI: survey of grant resources and ways to create jobs.

There are no exams or term papers. That would be too easy, and just plain beside the point.
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