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Today . my deadline page

numbers in ( ) - minutes plarLned for activity/ topic
y' = topic / activity that was adequately dedt with during the class
+ = topic needs more attention & will be rcsumed at next / subsequent
meeting(s)
- = a topic / activity that was proposed but not canied out (but will be taker
up later)
N = a topic / activity that was proposed but not included / is not going to be
taken up after ail
Rcd itaLic texl like tl s = cotnilrents aftar the meetins
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Version;
4n9/11

MONDAY APRIL I8, 2O]1

in topic(s): Introduction to Assessment; the FL and AL

(5) Review of previous meeting: main points; thoughts in the

(5) (possibly a regular feature:) assessment (or language leaming or
just education) in the news! Oregon may close 30 schools. Or else
Cust for today)i

15-30 minutss: Group discussion without me - I'll be at an IAC
stitutional Assessment Council) ueeting that starts at 3:30 pln in

258 (you are welcome to attend). Suggested topici validity
reliabiliw of the OPI

More about OPI technique: role-play situations; advantageous
for the IWAL level. Comment about the French interview

rne on 14 April: not enough prompting for description of people
things (thint: family, personal life, everyday €nvironments and

ivitios). Suppl€mentary resources (some pages may ov€rlap):
el check cards, the "Despeiate 10", and some role-play situaiions

(0344); more role-play situations (0261): checklist for good
ique, topic suggestions (0266)

(20) Formal activation of Assignment 3

) "Backwash*: implomenting oral testing in language programs;
referenc€s: 0054 My 1 984 articl e in Unterrichtsprarisl 0391

ender, "Oral Proficiency Testing in the Real World" (2003,
stmct); 0651 l,aplaa & Sinclair, "Oral Proficiency Testing and the

Curriculum: Trvo Experirnents in Curricular Design for
ersation Courses" ( 1984, abstract)

10) backgrounds and professional interests of instructor;
barrassing example of one of his old tests (0347), fqr which he
ads the excuses of vouth and lack of tainin

30 schools
in Oregon
could shut
rn / vears
Districts consider closures
and consolidation versus
cutting programs such as
academic clubs and sports

SY NICOIE DUNGCA

Wlen Joel Sebastian heard
that the Eugene School District
planned to c-iose four schools this
year, the Canby middle school
prircipal felt sure his ou'Il dis-
irict would never have to con_
sider such a proposal.

"Itt almost as ifyou were read'
ing a story about a cime in your
neishborhood, Sebastiansaid.
"EGn if it happened a block awat
you never thir* its going to hap

But just last week Sebastian
found himseu supportin8 a sim-
ilar idea, closing his o!\,n school,
Ackerman, to avoid addirional
staffreductions.

Oregon school dlstricls could
shut down more ihan 30 schools.
over the next lwo years as edu_
..hrs brace themselves lor a
slo$'-going recovery tuom the re-
.essjon. Even distr ic6 thalpre-
viousl\, considered the closingof
neighborhood schools as too dis_
ruptive to contemplat€ nolv see
drat as a betier choice than the
continued loss of academic, club
*9J91"-ll9{T}";- 

-.
20) Maybe: validity and retiability of the OPL Maybe: a trial

trte///useB/fischetu/5ires/wBFJp0sit€/-fi5chetcouBetadvan.ed/493-593-a$ersmenVhrml/n.etins5/1lw/ssendatTempJtl-html
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lvisgins, G., & McTighe, J- (2006,znd etl)' Undestdndins bv d6iqn'

Alenndria, !A: ASCD.
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Jens-Peter Green and Frank Grittner Do's and Don'ts

1.3 Do's and Don'ts ol Profieiency-Oriented Lesson Planning

I )o conduct classes in Cerman and design

act iv i t ies thai  encourzrge stLrdcnts to sp€ak

Do use a var ieLy of mater ials in lhc instruc

Do rpa.h grammar only dr 
-  

lool  fur  using

Oerman Lo communicate.

Do integrate inlormation on cul lure into
German instructior at all levels and provide

a balaneed picture of the countr ies where

German is spoken.

Do provide a coherenl theme or topic with
clearly stated goals for each lesson.

Do include listening, speaking, reading, and
wriling activities in each unit of study.

Do use a varie ty of teaching techniques.

Do devise a lesson planning fo.mat lo en-
sure Lhat the best possible l€arning environ-
ment is always provided.

Do plan lessons that require students to use
Cerman to express their own thoughis and
ideas.

Do get students ialk ing in German about
their own lives, interests, and environmenl.

Do plan act iv i t ies that require exlended

Do teach words in complete conlexts ancl rn
relation to meaningful life situations.

Do test what is taught; lhat is, provide lesls,
checks, and quizzes olr the tour skill areas-
l istening, speaking, reading, and wri t ing.

Don't  constant ly tal l  back into Engl ish; dis
courage students from using Engl ish to com

Don't  rc ly solely on the texlbook as a
teachrng resource.

Don't base lessons on coverage of grammar
poinLs that have no communicat ive purpose.

Don' t  l reat  cul tural  topics as isolaled
extras, or overemphasize out of daie stereo-
types of German countr ies and German
people.

Don't frll a lesson with miscellaneous, unre-
laled activities.

Don't  l ixate on one teaching style that
neglectsany ofthe basic skill areas-

Don't lall into a repetitive, predictable pat-
tern of instructional procedures.

Don't  rely solely on the textbook as ihe
organizing basis for lessons.

Don't rely too heavily on mechanical drills
in which students repeat and manipuLate
grammaLical forms they have learned.

Don't  l imit  the content of the German
program to abstract data and impersonal
facts.

Don't  focus exclusively on exercises that
produce one word or one-sentence responses.

Don't teach words olsentences in isolation.

Don't  grade students using only wri t len
tests or examinat ions based on mult iple '
choice and l i l l ' in- th€ biank i tems.
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