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nlmbers in ( ) = minutes planned for activity/ topic
y'= topic / activity that was adequately dealt with during lhe class
+: topic n€€ds more attention & will be resumed at next/ subscqlent meeting(s)
- = a topic / activity thal was proposed but not carried out (but will be taken up later)
N = a topic / activity that was proposed but not included / is not going to be taken up after al'
Red iralit lett like this=.oDu?nn after the meeting
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L llassessmenlof wLL Deparlment released last week!

(30) The OPI - slructnr€, examiner stance,question rypes. Sample audits (media
clips); notes about the French "Chris" interview (0269). Supplementary resources
(some pages may overlap): Level check cards, the "Desperate 10", and some role-
play situations (0344): more role-play situations (0261); checklist for good
interview technique, topic suggestions (0266)
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(10) Announcements, wlap-up: 14 April ePortfolio Wo*shop; WBF schedule - IAC
I o Apri l ,  J:30 5:00, SMSU 258; need to acquirc SEvens. Rrbr lcr;  debrief i  ng and

review Assianment I reflections?
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Upcoming class meet ings
12 & l4April: structure of OPI; role-play situations; wriling up the evalualion; validity,
realiab;lity, accuracy, previsions; maybe introduction to rubrics

19 & 2l Aprii: more about OPI;th€ next topic (weeks 4 & 5) is rubrics; after thar probably
testing in othermodalities (writing, listening, readinS,culture)

Upcoming assignment(s)
This section offers a PREVIEW, notactivated assignments. Assignmenfs are made, with
announcement of their deadlines, both in class and on the "schedule" page. Deadlines are
also posted on th€ general "Assignments & Deadlines" page that is linked from my
homepage (and here).
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hnpJ/seb.pdx.edu/-rischeru/cou6ee/advanced/493,s93-ass€ssnent/html/meetinss/11w/asendas/0s-12apr201r-html
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-f he theme .on n{n n8 mv mega8ee n lhc i .dnErdSe lducator dris year hs been the notbn ol big ideas" (as denned br
I W,&qI., ,nd N'LLT ghe 2005 I rnd rhe nepd ro i eep our limary focus otr the 'bi8" communnrtiv. .onterts as we plan unns

of iB!rucrion rnd assessments Howevd. rhe elledi!$.se of themaric unus creared wilhin rhese .odnunicadle con|exll will
depend onhow rhse unus connect ro llE larger curicxlun or prograd. The beginning oI a new acadenic year provides aD
excellent opponumty ro reqsn the goals w. have establish€d Io. ou langulge prognds whai are our programtic goals and
how are rhey rcflecred in our planning otunils or lessonsr Are allof our lesons and unirs luked ro programmalic big ideas and
ovenrhing communicalive contexE?

PlanninS at dre mac.o level mirroB unn and Le$on d€sign inasmuch as jr beSrns wirh ihe ldentil,.ation ot(r) the desircd end
resllts or ouLcomes ol rhe prosram or cours and (2) the acceplable evidence obtained throush sumMtive perlormance based
assessmenr However, proSranmri. pLanning can be challeDging since iI requnes consensus building wth .olleagues, nanl oI
whom nay be accusromed ro rhe rEdirional prc.ess of idenLifying the conrd to be covered in the cudculum, ofren deErm,ned
by the textbook or by wh"t hd been taught Ln previous years.

A quesdon tha! migh! be used to prohpt a discussion about program pLanning with ou. colleagues is: \\4y engage in b3ck-
warC d€sign ai rhe prognnMiLc level? Like orher profe$ionals such as engineds and phys'cians, edlcators are cLient centered.
ln langlage educarion, we must be mindful ofour clienG (i.e., srudenls), who seek evidence !ha! they have a.complished specifrc
outcones as a esult ol their ellons h our programs or cou6es. Thus, studenrs shoxld acqrire lnowledge and skills in order to
perlom key uslt impoitanr in the wodd beyond the classroom not for lhe sake oI leaming conient in a v,.rr,h weh,ve<ppn

iryour advocacf ellorrs rhar a general plblic whrj does not see ledorhance-based results ofour ?roSrams will have Lulle respecl
and suppon lbr language educaiion.

As we er"loc backmrd design llanning ar the ma.io level, we could begrn our coNnsus buildint wilh lhe lollowing questions:
. whal are the desired end results of our larguage progmms? Thai is, what do we wa our sNdents to undersrand and

be able !o do by rhe line they.onplete lhe prognd? The desired end r$ults lor foreign language progmms and co!.ses
mrghi focus on fie Srandar ds Jar F areign Language L@ming in rhe 21" Ceftutl . ptuLienry levels, and./or real sorld
applicadoG or skills. ReSardless otthe specifrc iocus, the desired resufts should rellect big ideas and questio6 that pro-
mote inquiry and exploralior oflopics in de!& and should be fa8lcrable to new conrexrs.

. what summadve peiformance based assessnen(s) do we conduct and what eviden e do we a.cept ro confirm
that srudenrs have achieved rhe desired resultsr EMmples are final oul mreriews o. role'plays, a multlmedia .uhure
prqecr, or a presenlarion of a final ponfolio. Perfomance rask and tubri.s resuli in robust evidence oI wheth$ or not the
desired Esuhs l,ve been arained.

. How is our students' progress assessed along lh€ way to ensu.€ lhlt they are on rack ro meel li'e program's
goals? whar are the benchna.k points at which feedback is p.ovided to studenis? lor example, in a K 12 progmn,

standardebased benchftaik night o.cur at the end of gndes 4,8, and L2
. How are assessment results a.d feedback trom studenc used to improvc insrn.rion and shape the cuniculum?
. Is the prcgram spiral€d" so that srudents have otportunilies to exllore big ideas and issues in inc.easing d€pth

and breadth? Sludenrs olien perceive th2! they are lo.ced to begin lan$age stldy anew again each year rath* Ihan con
tinuing where they leli oll ar the preuols Level Do we have the lype of aniculalion across progran levels to enste fiat
1eame6 do not srat over again" ea.h yearl

Wigqins, G-, & Mcligh€, J. (2005,zrd ed.). undprstonding by desiqn.

Atesndaa, VA: A5CD.

THE TANGIACE EDICATOR I AUGUS'2010

we can all rake fie opponun'ty, as weembarkon anew
academic year, to step backald examnre lhe blg picture or our
language prognms You may aLo qsh to take advantase olsome
ol ACTII3 resourcs lor assjsrance Gee rhe "Publications' link on
fie AcrFL website at 1a,B.a.rt.org). Good luck in september and
plear remember to share )'ou. expenences with your.oll..Stes in
Ure ACTFI Online Comnunily!
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