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ORAI FRENGH EXAM: SHoRT ANSWER

F'igure 3.8, provided by Sand:a Howa:d of Marin Cathclic Hjgh School in
Kentfield.CA, is a goad.xampleofa short, easy-to-grade oralcxarh with visual
cRes, to tesi aciiviLies h ille passi composi tanse and weather in the imparfaii.

FTGURE 5.8 D|SCOWn:NC lrENair ROUC! lrNn6 J 
'XA$E 

ORAT

Why dldn't these people do the following things?

/ ,

li%/'?7 I
?/t+/ / t
/M,#:k3',/t

ffiM
Contflbuted by Sandra Howard
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A COITCiION Of PERFORMANCf TASKS AND : FOREIGN LANCUAGEs

fiaclr "testee" is allowed to look at his st for up to two minutes

l do half the class one day a
litije djsruption of my class I use a different tape for cach Pe-
rrod, so al ter school I  Srade entire class on one taPe.

Figure 3.7 is a copy of the icSusan uses to evaluate these Performances,
and rilrich sie sf,arcs with the students before the evaiuation.

before beginning to talk. Thesecond
ing at it while the first student talks
he sets do\r'un story #1, goesto 8et the
#1 and looks at it while the second

'gets story #2 and is look-
the first student finishes,

rd studentvr'ho Picks uP story
t is talking, and so forth.

fthe class ihe nexl day, with very

FIGURE },7 ORAL RUBRIC

Cor Wehensibility vocabd^ry
Cofteat|tss ol

l4tguage
llisk-t6king, signs
of imptoDerlent

5

story was easy to
understand. li was
a comPlete story
h'ith a beginning,
middle, and end.

5

Lots of detaii. A
wide variety oJ vo_
cabulary words
(more than just

son.)

.5

Cood proruncia-

Srarllnar mistakes.
Language flowed
smoothly.

5

Story was creatve,
told w;th exprcs-

found a way to

tnely in French.

3

Story was fairly
casy to follow, bui
there wele a iew
routh spois (hesi-
tntion or gro?mg
for wo.ds.)

3

Yo used the vo-
cabulary necessary
to tell the story
Tie basic vocabu-
:ary was used cot-
rectlY.

3

Mostly corle.t but
you had some dif
ficulty witi pro-

3

Son1e voca: exprcs_
sion and crcativiiy.
The story was told

1

Story was difficult
to follow SPeech
was very choPPy.

1

The story lacked

I

Little attempt
nadc to ptonounce
cone.tly. Sig ifi

age or glatnmar.

1

Monotone. You re-
so:ted to English-
Yo! only did the
minimlm to get
by.

Coolribuled by Slsan 6ross



1,04 Writing Tests

Name:

IArLl a) write th€ Fourlh of luly in !!I!gab, Cerman style _
b) write the Cennan names of two kildg of bevemge
(!q brand-names - Entlish exampls "soft drink" is OK "RC-Cola" is not)

&!L? You are addressing by hand two airmail envelopes. The person who provided the inJorrnation has
"helpfully" Amedcanized it by - among other things - convertint the perconal titles and native city names to
English equivalents, and by changing "C" to "ss." Convert the inJormation back to its native form. You should
also sgesrlylhelg!-llry-el de!t!!4tqD first in its native lan8uag€ (for postal clerks near the d€stination) and
then in English (for our postal worke$). Use abbreviations only if the postal worker can be expected to
understand them. Your handwriting should be legible to native users of Cerman who frequently d€al with
foreign mail but who are in a hurry to 8et their job done.

Mr. Johann Si€vers
12 Mozart Strasse

Herm

Miss Angela Meyer
7 Opern Ring
1001Vienna

(tide)

(zIP / cjBJ)

(country: CERMAN)

(country: ENGLISH)

!9[3 Assume you are in a German-speaking countrv. You'r€ confus€d. You're sure you had an appointmenl
to meet an acquaintance yest€rday at a certain time for lunch or dinner, and you indeed showed up. The other
person didn't. But maybe it was you who B.ofed, say by confusing "Di" with Do or "19 Uhi' with "9 o'clock."
No real harm done: you're going to b€ in the city a few more nightt and anyway the meal was nice. Leave a
not€ for your contact. Matters to addrcss: 1) mention what happ€ned, and where and when, 2) doubte-check
th€ plans that s€em to have been mistaken; 3) suggest arrange;ents for a new meeiing this time let the
olher pFrson come frnd you. w'ite your note on the back of rhis page.

(About grading: Your test will b€ judged tult on the number of mistakes you make, but rather on your abiliry b
carry out the task desaibed. It is in your bcst interest to attehpt to demonstrate your knowledge of the
rnaterial covered heretoforc in the course. I-onger is not necessarily better, but neither is shorter.)



Writing Tests O 1989 lohn Wilcy & Sons. lnc.,  Ncw York

Chapter One Writing Test - Key and Evaluation

Part l@2pts=6
Part  2:8 + 10pts = 18
Weighting: Part 1 + Part 2 = 251atP arr 3 = 757.

PaJt 3 Standards

Cunently the student can produce only a few sentences stating basic facts about time and location ("I was
herc at 3iWhere were youi Wasn't it h;re at 3? I'll be here tomdrrow at 3, and in the lmbin at 4-"). Abiliiy !o
manipulate9qi4 (includinA intenogative patterns) and to rcproduce phrases like "um X lft/'and "im ImbiB"
will be vital. When you rehlm the teste €mphasize the importance of expressing oneself simply and of
avoiding translation of elaborate Engtish patterns. More positively, remind the studcnis that even now they
can carry out adult tasks.

\ot( :  Counl  as errorc only tho"e whrch 
"cre 

avoidable wi lh Chapter I  Inowledge:

Excellent - Consistent conju8atio.! or rather knowledge of the lexical information about differences in verb
forms. Uses ?ral, though not necessarily with correct Sie form. Simple word order correl:t. Almost certainly
uses ri.fil precise placement rnay be dcfective, but will not occur between subject and verb. May well
tormulate questions or empLoy similar rhetorical devices. Vo.abulary shows no gaPs, and is likely good
enou8h to compensate (or the nccessarily scanry Erammar. O(hograPhy solid Uscs courtesy phrases

Good Conveys the major points. Some conjugation. Weakncsses in several but by no means all of the
major features above. Likeiy strong in either grammar or vocabulary. Inaccuracy in details (*in Imbic, *Sontag)

OK - Conveys much of the messaSa in a simplislic way. IcI and Sie used, with occasional conjugation Likely
garbles es isr itsr es. Frequent rand;m misspeiiing, and some interferencr patte'ns lielei, ulr,k:ich, etc
but not ell such).

DeIici€nt Much of the message is Sarbled or some Points are forSotten. Conju:lation quite unreliable,
problcms even with pronouns; may omit forms of setn Confuscs parts of sPacch (*Uhr ist spet-) or baJic
iunction-words (a,telril). Weakness cven in ihe vocabula.y of the preliminary units. Obvious misspelting of
some Out noi all!) high-fiequency words (.Deinstag -but not *DcinztaSS).

Shorthand evaluation:
Excellent does it all G99d weakness in either current gramar or locabulary Deficient wcakness

105
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