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Today * my deadline page

numbers in ( ) = minutes planned for activity/ topic

= topic / activity that was adequately dealt with during the class

= topic needs more attention & will be resumed at next / subsequent meeting(s)

- = a lopic / activity that was proposed but not carried out (but will be taken up later)

Struekthrough—textHicethis = a topic / activity that was proposed but not included / is not
going to be taken up after all

[talic text like this = comments after the meeting

|

||Main topic(s): Introduction to Assessment; the FL and AL Cultures (

(5) (possibly a regular feature:) assessment in the news! PPS trying to improve high

school programs, including languages (0767); and-a-sad-ameedete-abont education
and-assessment - Tamzanta (07 70)

(45) The OPI (media clips) - structure, examiner stance, question types; OPI
familiarization workshop manual (1994, 0036); a high-level German sample; maybe
some ESL samples; how to write the rating: 1) state the rating; 2 [or 3]) describe (10
words) the text type; 3 [or 2]) summarize the functions and contexts/contents
encountered; 4) (and only now) offer evidence about accuracy. See example (0269,
but note that the grade is too high); technology to use

(15) Assignments - checking in and up: 1) reading, see the "schedule &
assignments" page (under modification); 2) Assignment 2: Rate your own
proficiency - discuss today, along with Assignment 1 (reflection about assessment
experience and news article); 3) Assignment 3: do a pseudo-OPI - are we ready to
activate it?

| (5) maybe: brief intro to rubrics I

(30) The (withdrawn) ACTFL language-specific guidelines for German (0033a &
0033b, with culture guidelines and grammar grids!) - try mapping some grammatical
features (pronouns? past tenses? acc-dat prepositions? past perfect? Konjunktiv [1?
117] onto the proficiency levels)

7

Upcoming class meetings

28 January: intro to ACTFL Guidelines / Testing for writing (eereading:); intro to rubrics
(eereading)

Upcoming assignment(s)

This section offers a PREVIEW, not activated assignments. Assignments are made, with

announcement of their deadlines, both in class and on the "schedule” page. The next topic
(week 4, 26 & 28 January): rubrics; testing (& teaching) writing

Announcements

The change of the course to German-only participation requires some more rethinking of the

syllabus. So I'm dropping any specific ESL aspects, at least temporarily, and we'll resume the
discussion in a week or so.

Misc.
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INSIDE THE STUMP

: i reform: Writing success across all
witr The Oregonian High school refo 9

of Portland

By Guest Columnist
January 18, 2010, 9:00AM

By Xavier Botana

partland's high schools need to change. Taday,

too many students don't graduate, to¢ many

graduates struggle in college and too many

Selectadate =~ - students lack equitable access to the core
elements of a high school education.

Browse by month:

A recent editorial in The Oregonian ("Sweeping :
plans in Portland deserve a skeptical eye,” Jan, Xavier Botana
43 worried that families "will not send their child

to a school they perceive as low-quality uniess

they have no other thoice.”

At Portland Public Schools, we agree.

That's why our current plans would guarantee a well-rounded corg program at
asch community high school. And those plans aren't based on wishful thinking
-~ they're realistically budgeted, based on current resources and forecasted
enroliment. They're also based on what today's students need.

What if students gifted in writing, science or math could demonstrate
ncy and move on to more challenging material? More students could
t their upper limits and be better prepared for college.

What if students could see counselors more easily to get help making
respansible school, career and life decisions? Fewer might drop out.

What if high schao! students could take rigorous courses online or after
schoal? More students might take college classes or recover missed credits,
without waiting for summer schoal and dropping through the cracks.

No matter what Portland's high schools do well, none offer these kinds of
challenges and supparts today,

"Just fix the broken schools.” We've tried. But no

als drains resources from
enrellment by making
families.

It's not enough t
school stands alone. Subsidi
That
.chools attractive options Lo ou

zing low-enrollment sch
thy we need to stabili

all of Portland's 1vgh

lans, every cammunity high school would deliver a full
-atch-up courses, langua _wisual arts, choir,
heater or dance. All would foster strongar

2§ C achers in ninth-grads lemics, which
have been shawn to prevent dropouts.

s

Jo offer the pragram to all, our high schools would sach have an enrclimeant
of abour 1,350 students. Spme schools would grow; some would shrink
sliahtiy.

What would larger high schools lose? If Wilsan High downsized from 1,480
students to 1,350, it could lose approximately 18 of its 283 course sections,
depending on staffing choices. Roughly six of these would be el ve sections.
Since each course averages two sections, [0sing six could mean a loss of three
electives.

These are small but real tradeoffs. They're also necessary to bring & high
quality education ta all

No one I1s propasing cookie-cutter schools. Successful programs (such as
dack Trial program) need not go away. Nor are we proposing o
Portland apart, such as our innovative language-
immersion programs. We are discussing with educators and parents in

ge programs how to improve, not diminish, the quality and accessibility
of immarsion in our high schools.

We don't presume that input from 10,000 Portlanders constitutes buy-in.
i it our community meetings had guestions. That's the point of the
ctings. We're not presenting a done deal.

Can we pull off gur plans? Ten years ago, Cleveland High suffered from a less-
tellar reputation. Cleveland instituted a rigarous college-prep program,
-grade academies and Mandarin immersion. Now it's a thriving, high-
demand school.

nint

Success stories like Cleveland's show that a strong program and dedicated
staff, principals and families can turn around a school, These are the kind of
success storie e want to write across Partland, That's not wishful thinking.

Navior Botana is chief academic officer for Portland Public Schools.
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FIGURE 1
TESTING PROTOCOL

LEVEL 0+: Tried to have conversation?
Covered 0+ Subject Areas: Which?

Basic objects LG Months i
Basic colors el Time A
Clothing S V/eather atiites
Day’s date R Weekdays _____
Family members Year e

LEVEL 1: Tried to have conversation?
3 Checked for minimum courtesy requirements?

Checked that he can handle simple situations
of daily life and travel (S-1 Situations)?

Had him ask you questicna?
Tried props when conversation fails?
Probed for past tensa(s) and future?

LEVEL 2: Checked how he can satisfy routine social demands?
Checked how he talks about autobicgraphical
Information?
Checked how he talks about current events?
Checked hcw he uses basic structures?
Checked how he uses mora complex structures?
Checked for description?
Checked for narration, particularly in past & future?
Checked how he handles simple situations of
daily life and travel (S-1 Situations)?
Checked how hs joing sentences in connected
discoursa?
Probed for how he handles an unknown topic
or situaticn?
Probed for supporied opinion?

L
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LEVEL 3: Checked both everyday and abstract subject matter?
Placed him In unfamillar situations and topics?
Checked his control of grammar?
Checked for supported opinien?
Checked for description?
Checked for narration? s y
Checked how he uses low-frequency structures?
Chaéked how he uses cOmpla.;: structures?
Checked for broad vocatulary?
Checked how he answers hypothetical questions?

LEVEL 4: Checked both everyday and abstract subject matter?
Flaced him In unfamillar situations and topics?
Checked his control of grammar?

Checked for supported opinion?

Checked for description?

Checked for narration?

Checked how he uses low-frequency structures?
Checked how he uses complex structures?

Checked for broad vocabulary?

Checked for how he answers hypothetlcal questions?
Checked how he handles an unknown situation?
Checked how he tailers his speech to his audienca(s)?

R
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LEVEL 5: Checked both everyday and abstract subject areas?
Checked for high-level collequialisms?
Checked for pertinent cultural references”

Checked his ability to converse freely and :ciomatically
In his special fields?

Checked that he speaks and sounds like an educated
native speaker in all that he says?

Checked how he handles unknown situations
and topics?
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SAMPLE SITUATIONS

You are in Buenos Aires and you have to travel to
Mexico City.
about travel

The best
How long
_How much
When you

The best

You go the a travel agent to inquir:
arrangements., Ask the agent:

way to get there.
it takes.

it costs.

can depart.

way to get to the airport.

You call a friend,

1,
2

Invite him to an informal party for Saturday everning.

Tell him who will be there.

Ask him to bring a couple of friends.

Ask him if he needs directions to get to your home.

You go to the receprion desk of a hotel:

1

2

You ask for two connecting rooms with full bach
for thrze nights.

You inqui

re about the price.

You ask about check-out time.

You ask whether brezkfast is included in the

price of

You ask if it will be possible to have
the seven

the room.

a
th or eigth floor (vou don't liie

noise of the street).

O I1-9




You bought a pair of shoes. When you try them on

252in at nome, they don't fit and you also decide

that you hate the style. You go back to the store.

1. Explain to the clerk why you want to return the
shoes.

2. Tell him you want your refund in cash, even thouzh

the store's policy is only to give credit when
merchandise is returned.

e realize that you may not hsve the exact vocabulary
fcr this situation, but do the best you can to make
1:0?32‘5 understood.

Your national soccer team is playing.againsTt an
American team in the U.S. Convince the man at
the ticket window of the stadium that he should
let you in even though he says that there are
no tickets left,

We realize that you may not have the exact
vocabulary for this situation, but do the best
you can to make yourself undersctood.




