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PURPOSES The Reference Grammar serves a variety of purposes. Above all, it supplements the
Strukturen / Structures presentations in the Wie, bitte? Kontexte, which are short treatments of
German structure that that present “just-in-time” — just what is needed for the current
communicative tasks. The Reference Grammar, which is intended for study outside class, gives
more complete explanations and examples of spoken and written German. It is intended both for
expanded treatment of the points presented in the Kontexte, and for review in longer sections.

ORGANIZATION The red links take you the main parts of the Reference Grammar. From each
page you can return to this page and thus branch out to any of the parts. The body of the
Reference Grammar is organized according to the relative importance of linguistic features at
the introductory level, from nouns to word order. The TOPIC SUMMARY lists the main sections
and their individual items. Each section — nouns, pronouns, and so on — begins with basic
structures and proceeds to more complex ones. In this way you can always review a topic or read
ahead in it, according to your needs or curiosity. The WI/E, BITTE? KONTEXT INDEX shows
which items are appropriate for each part of the Strukturen / Structures presentations. PAGE 1
takes you to the first page of the topic presentations. COMMON GERMAN GRAMMAR ERRORS is
a checklist of the relatively few grammar errors that most often trouble beginning learners of
German.

HOW TO USE — AND WHETHER Be sure to read the Strukturen / Structures section in the
Kontext first. Then you may want to consult the keyed Reference Grammar section(s), either
directly from the Strukturen / Structures sections, or by using the WIE, BITTE? KONTEXT INDEX.
Some students may find that the Strukturen / Structures presentations are complete enough that
they can get along very well without the Reference Grammar. Here is can be helpful to have an
assessment of your learning styles. It is also good to remember that explanation of grammar are
not the same thing as the language itself, any more than the cookbook is the same things as the
food itself. If you concentrate on the Reference Grammar so much that you fail to use the
language for real communicative purposes, you have missed the point.

SOME TECHNICAL TERMS The parts of speech referred to in the Reference Grammar are
defined in their individual sections, but here are some quick definitions for ready reference.

* Nouns name persons, places, things, qualities, or states, and are often the subjects of sentences:
Mr. Holmes, Arkansas, cave, darkness, panic.

* Pronouns replace or substitute for nouns: she (Mrs. Holmes), they (the journalists), we (you
and I).

* Adjectives describe nouns: dark, forthright, ambivalent, hairy.

* Adverbs tell more about verbs, adjectives, and even other adverbs: She sings well, he is
extremely worried, they ran too fast.

* Verbs show action, state, or relation. They also indicate time: She falls/fell, he is/was afraid, it
becomes/became chilly.

* Prepositions define relationships and precede nouns and adjectives: in her heart, between the
two friends, with anxiety.

SCOPE We do not intend this Reference Grammar to be an exhaustive grammar of German.
However, it does contain all the structural information required for solid performance at a fairly
advanced level. You will probably want to keep the Reference Grammar for use in your
subsequent study of German.
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The chart below organizes the Reference Grammar according to Wie, bitte? Kontexte
(chapters). The left column shows the Wie, bitte? Kontext number. The middle column lists
the topics that are presented briefly on the Strukturen / Structures pages of Wie, bitte? The
right column tells which sections of the Reference Grammar expand on that topic. Links to
the appropriate pages and sections within the Reference Grammar are in red. From those
pages there are always link back to the Reference Grammar Introduction, its Topic Summary,
and this page. For an explanation of the overall organization of the Reference Grammar, and
a discussion of how to employ it in language learning, read the Reference Grammar

Introduction (link at top left of this page).

KONTEXT | TOPIC

REFERENCE GRAMMAR

1 language learning?

What is grammar? How does it relate to

Purpose and organization of the
Reference Grammar and the Wie,
bitte? Strukturen / Structures screens.

Read the Introduction to the
Reference Grammar (links here and
at top left above), and the tutorials on
the Strukturen / Structures screen of
Kontext 1 of Wie, bitte?

3 Verb endings (“conjugation”)

Verbs §1

1 Question words

Pronouns §1, §2, §20 (but just the first
paragraph of §20)

2 Structure of questions

Word Order §1, §4

“erammatical genders.”

3 The basic verb sein (“to be”) in Verbs §14
present and past tenses
1 All German nouns are capitalized. Nouns §1, §2
3 2 Plural of nouns Nouns §5
3 German groups nouns into three Nouns §3

English does.

4 German signals possession much as

Pronouns §9

it to wir.

5 More about sein (“to be”) — adjusting

Verbs §14

2 The single most important rule of
4 German word order: verb POSITION

Verbs §§1-4, Word Order §§1-4

present tense

3 More about verb endings in the

Verbs §§5-7

4 Overview of the key verbs sein (“to

Verbs §14, §16

be”) and haben (“to have”)




top of Wie, bitte? Kontext Index

2 Expansion of present tense — er / sie /
es + [verb stem] + -(e)t

Verbs §7, §16

3 Conjunctions join sentence elements Word Order §7
of similar kinds.
6 1 More about subject-verb combinations | Verbs §§5-7
2 kein(e) = “not a,” “not any,” “none”, Adjectives & Adverbs §8

or “no [X]”

-en Sie tells people to do something

Verbs §§47-49

noch + a number = “[X] more (of)”
something

Adjectives & Adverbs §38

1 Pronouns are short words that can
save much time and work.

Pronouns §§1-3, §5

2 Signals for location and motion

Prepositions §5, §8

1 How to judge and compare two or
more items

Adjective & Adverbs §§22-24,
8§827-28

3 Position of nicht

Word Order §20

4 Pronouns change with viewpoint

Pronouns §6

1 Verbs with er / sie / es — additions to
the pattern presented earlier

Verbs §12

1 Changing word order for emphasis

Verbs §§2, 3, 5

2 Future time

Verbs §§2-3, §10, §61

3 Comparison using an adjective + -er

Adjectives & Adverbs §§24-5,
§828-30

4 wissen Verbs §27
1 1 1 Modal verbs Verbs §19, §21, §23; Word Order §6
2 fahren Verbs §12

3 Location in space and time

Word Order §3; Adjectives &
Adverbs §36

4 Motion toward a destination: nach,
zum / zur, dahin

Prepositions §8, §11; Adjectives &
Adverbs §41

12

1 The “grammatical subject” of a
sentence is the “actor’ or “do-er.”

Nouns §3; Pronouns §5

2 The basic pattern for “marking” the
subject in German is -r / -e / -s.

Adjectives & Adverbs §§2-5, §8

3 Two more modal verbs: konnen and
sollen

Verbs §19, §22, §24
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1 Modal verbs and word order: think of
“bookends”

Verbs §21, §34; Word Order §6

2 Grammatical “objects:” the subject’s
actions affect them directly or
indirectly.

Adjectives & Adverbs §4; Nouns §9;
Pronouns §7

3 Endings on words like d- (der / die /
das), dies-, ein-, mei-, kein-, Ihr-, and
unser- also mark objects (and
subjects) in German

Adjectives & Adverbs §§2-8

14

1 Negation (review): kein negates
nouns; nicht negates other sentence
elements

15
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Currently the Wie, bitte? Kontext Index to the Reference Grammar goes only through Kontext 13.


RG Topics by WB Kontext
Link to Main TOC
Kontext 1: read the RG tutorial etc.; learn about nouns (but never mind der/die/das worries) and

verbs
Kontext 2: verbs; to be; other parts of speech (read definitions?); word order

Kontext 03Topic 01 Nouns §§1-3, §5*
Kontext 03Topic 02 same

Kontext 03Topic 03 same

Kontext 03 Topic 04 Pronouns §§1, 9, 10
Kontext 03Topic 05 Verbs §14 (1-7 for additional
background)

Kontext 03Topic 06 Prepositions §19 (1 for
background)

Kontext 04Topic 01 —

Kontext 04 Topic 02 Verbs §§1-4; Word
Order §§1-4

Kontext 04Topic 03 Verbs §§5-7

Kontext 04 Topic 04 Verbs §§14, 16
Kontext 05Topic 01 —

Kontext 05Topic 02 Verbs §7

Kontext 05Topic 03 Word Order §7

*The numbers and the symbol “§” refer to topics, NOT page numbers.
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Reference Grammar

NOUNS

Nouns identify. They may identify something animate (a person, a tree) or inanimate (a
rock, a city), including abstract concepts such as difficulty or justice. A noun may stand
by itself:

power corrupts

or it may be part of an entire noun phrase:
the tall woman with the Great Dane

Nouns in written German can be identified readily; they all begin with capital letters:

der Amerikaner die Osterreicherin
der PaR die Fahrkarte das Gepack

A spelling note: When a word ends in -ss or -sst, the -ss is written B: Pal3, heift. ss is also
written [ after long vowels and double vowels (diphthongs): stof3en, hei3en.

All German nouns are classified by gender. You will note that each noun in the chapter
vocabulary lists appears with der, die, or das:

der Pal3 die Fahrkarte das Gepéack

In form and function, der, die, and das all correspond to English ‘the’. In German,
however, the differences among the three forms der, die, das play an important
grammatical role. They indicate whether a noun is “masculine”, “feminine”, or
“neuter”.

Der represents masculine nouns such as PaR.

Die signifies feminine nouns such as Fahrkarte.

Das represents neuter nouns such as Gepack.

The correct forms of the nouns are der Pal%, die Fahrkarte, and das Gepéck. *Die Pa3, *das
Fahrkarte, and *der Gepack are impossible combinations for a native speaker of German.
Obviously, there is nothing especially masculine about a passport, or feminine about a
ticket. These words have what is called grammatical gender. But nouns referring to
humans generally show natural gender, such as der Kanadier or die Frau.

No doubt you can confidently predict natural gender. After more exposure to German
you may begin to predict grammatical gender. For now, though, you must memorize
the gender of each noun. If you do not know the gender, you will be unable to use the
noun correctly, and you may confuse your listeners.

Nouns in the dictionary of this text are grouped by der, die, or das in order to encourage
their identification with one of these three gender signs.

In some instances it is possible to make an intelligent guess about the gender of a noun.
Especially important may be the ending of the noun. Here are some principles:

a) Characteristic endings: Nouns that end in -er and denote nationality are
masculine: der Amerikaner ‘American (man)’, der Kanadier ‘Canadian (man)’.

Also masculine are nouns that end in -er and denote professions: der Lehrer
‘teacher’, der Schaffner ‘conductor’.

Corresponding feminine nouns are derived from these masculine forms.
They end in -in: die Amerikanerin, die Kanadierin, die Lehrerin, die Schaffnerin.

Most nouns ending in -e are feminine: die Fahrkarte ‘ticket’, die Strale
‘street’. These include nouns formed from adjectives such as die Lénge
‘length’ and die Breite ‘width’.
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b) Characteristic suffixes: Nouns ending in the suffixes -heit, -keit, -schaft, and
-ung are always feminine: die Schonheit ‘beauty’ (from schén ‘beautiful’), die
Wichtigkeit ‘importance’ (from wichtig ‘important’), die Freundschaft
‘friendship’, die Hoffnung ‘hope’ (from the verb hoffen ‘hope’).

All nouns ending in the suffixes -chen and -lein are neuter; the two suffixes
suggest smallness: das Hauschen ‘small house’, das Kindlein ‘little child’.

Just as in English, German nouns generally have both singular and plural forms.
English noun plurals usually end in *-s’:

tables parties cats houses
(Note that the sound represented by the written ‘s’ may vary, and that spelling changes
can be complicated!)
But there are also many nouns whose plurals do not end in *-s’:

mice women oxen children feet

Some nouns do not even show distinctive plural forms:
sheep fish moose a ten-foot pole

And some nouns have no plural forms at all:

evidence milk inflation darkness
Long ago German nouns could be identified by groups, and plural forms were
reasonably predictable. Today, however, it is very difficult to guess what a noun’s plural
form might be.

SINGULAR PLURAL
Mann Manner
Flasche Flaschen
Wurst Wiirste
Englander Englander
Ticket Tickets
Kanadierin Kanadierinnen

Because of the variety of plural forms, the plural of each noun must be learned along
with the singular.

There are several common patterns of plural formation in German.

= Feminine nouns ending in -e add -n: die Fahrkarte, die Fahrkarten; die Schule,
die Schulen ‘school, schools’.

= -er nouns of nationality or profession have no additional ending: der
Engléander, die Englander ‘Englishman, Englishmen’, der Béacker, die Backer
‘baker, bakers’.

e The feminine -in nouns of nationality or profession add -nen: die
Amerikanerin, die Amerikanerinnen, die Autorin, die Autorinnen.

= Nouns with the feminine suffixes -heit, -keit, and -ung add -en: die
Schdnheiten ‘beauties’, die Mdglichkeiten ‘possibilities’, die Hoffnungen ‘hopes’.

e Some German noun plurals end in -s. They are usually words borrowed
from other languages, such as English or French:

die Hobbys die Hotels die Autos

« Masculine and neuter nouns that end in -el, -en, -er, -chen, and -lein have no
additional plural ending:

der/die Schlussel key/keys
der/die Wagen car/cars
der/die Arbeiter worker/workers
das/die Hundchen puppy/puppies

das/die Hauslein cottage/cottages
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NOTE: In the dative plural all nouns (other than those whose plurals end in -s) end in
-n.

NOMINATIVE PLURAL: die Tage DATIVE PLURAL: nach zehn Tagen

Many dictionaries show noun plurals by using a kind of shorthand:
der Mann, “er

This entry means that the word Mann is masculine (der Mann), that the plural adds an
-er to the stem, and that the stem vowel (Mann) is umlauted (Manner). (Note the
similarity to English ‘man—men’.) Dictionary entries for the other words listed above
are

die Flasche, -n die Wurst, -e der Englander, -
das Ticket, -s die Kanadierin, -nen

Gender is irrelevant in the plural. That is, regardless of gender, the dictionary forms of
all plural nouns are identified by die: die Manner, die Tickets, die Kanadierinnen. This does
not mean that all nouns somehow “become” feminine in the plural!

In addition to gender (masculine, feminine, neuter) and number (singular, plural), all
German nouns appear in one of four different cases according to their function within a
sentence. For a discussion of the case system, see Adjectives 883-7. Be sure to read that
section before proceeding with this discussion of nouns.

Nouns can show possession in a number of ways:

a) Personal names add an -s, just as English names do. This is true of both
masculine and feminine names: Karls Freundin, Martinas Mutter.

b) Phrases such as ‘my father’s friend’ are expressed in the form
the friend of my father
One common equivalent uses the dative preposition von:
i meinem Vater

der Freund von * meiner Schwester
meinen Eltern

c) Written German often uses the genitive case (without von!) to express
possession. The genitive case is sometimes encountered in spoken German
as well:

i meines Vaters
der Freund meiner Schwester
* meiner Eltern

= In the genitive case, most singular masculine and neuter nouns end
with an -s. An -e- is often inserted before the -s after nouns of one
syllable. The article or other limiting word also ends in -es:

NOMINATIVE GENITIVE

der Vater Vorname des Vaters

der Grol3vater Freunde meines Grol3vaters
das Jahr Ende des Jahres

< Feminine nouns have no characteristic genitive ending. The article
or other limiting word, if there is one, ends in -er:

die Kinder meiner Tante  der Preis der Fahrkarte
= Plural nouns have no characteristic genitive ending. The article or
other limiting word, if there is one, ends in -er:
die Eltern meiner Freunde
= Spoken German tends to avoid genitive constructions. Speakers

most often paraphrase by using the preposition von with the dative.
See Nouns §10b above.
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§11
Compound
nouns

§12
Irregular nouns

§13
Adjectival
nouns

§14

NOTE: The genitive is commonly used to express indefinite past and future time, time
about which the speaker is not certain. The most common such expression is eines Tages
‘one day’, a staple of storytelling or planning:

Eines Tages wurde der Konig aber krank und lie3 seine drei Séhne zu sich kommen.
But one day the king became sick and bade his three sons come to him.

Wir missen unbedingt eines Tages zusammen Kafee trinken!
We'll just have to get together for coffee sometime!

Compound nouns are formed from two or more nouns, or from nouns and other parts
of speech such as adjectives or verbs. The last element of a compound noun is always a
noun, and this noun always determines the gender of the compound:

noun + noun: der Sport + das Fest b das Sportfest
die Kartoffel + der Salat b der Kartoffelsalat
verb + noun: fahren + die Karte b die Fahrkarte
sprechen + die Stunde b die Sprechstunde
(office hours)
adjective + noun: weild + der Wein b der WeilRwein
grof3 + die Mutter b die Grolimutter
verb + 2 nouns: braten + die Wurst + der Stand b der Bratwurststand

A very few singular nouns add an -n or -en in the accusative, dative, and genitive cases:
NOMINATIVE but ACCUSATIVE, DATIVE, GENITIVE

Herr Herrn
Student Studenten
Soldat Soldaten
Junge Jungen
Mensch Menschen

(See Adjectives §16) One of the nouns in 8§12, der Junge ‘boy’, is really a noun formed
from an adjective (jung ‘young’, hence ‘the young one’). This is a very common principle
of word formation in German, and extends to neuter nouns as well as masculines and
feminines:

der Deutsche the German (man) der Alte  the old man
die Deutsche the German (woman) die Alte  the old woman
die Deutschen  the Germans das Alte  that which is old; old stuff

Because these words are nouns, they are all capitalized, and because they are also
adjectives, they have the appropriate endings:

ein Bekannter von mir an acquaintance of mine
(masculine nominative singular)

ich habe einen Bekanntenin . . . | have an acquaintance in . . .
(masculine accusative singular)

Das sind unsere Verwandten. Those are our relatives.
(nominative plural)

With few exceptions, all nouns in the dative plural end in -n. If no -n is present in the
normal plural form, one must be added. The addition of the -n causes no changes in the
rest of the noun. Looking at the group of six nouns in 85, we see that Flaschen and
Kanadierinnen already end in -n. Therefore, no additional -n is necessary in the dative
plural. But the other four nouns do not end in -n. Three of the plurals seen in context are

die Manner mit den Mannern

die Wurste mit den Wirsten

die Englander mit den Englandern

NOUNS
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Das Ticket / die Tickets presents a special case. Those nouns that have plurals ending in -s
do not add an -n in the dative plural. Typically, these words are of foreign origin,

usually English or French. The most common ones are

das Taxi das Restaurant
das Radio das Baby
das Hotel die Kamera

In the dative plural: mit den Taxis / Hotels / Babys, etc.

§15 The accusative case is used to express definite time. Common expressions of definite

time — time about which the speaker is certain — are found in

Es hat einen Tag / zwei lange Tage gedauert.
Wir spielen den ganzen Tag.

Wir bleiben eine Woche in Berlin.

Das dauert wenigstens eine Stunde.

§16  Infinitives (See Verbs §1) may function as nouns. When they do, they are always neuter

Infinitives nouns and are capitalized. They have the meaning ‘the act of ___-ing’.

Das Schwimmen macht mir immer Spal3.
| always like swimming.

The word for “food’, das Essen, is formed in this way, and no longer means just ‘the act of

eating’.

Infinitival nouns are often used as the object of the preposition bei in a phrase meaning
‘in the act of __-ing’. Bei then combines with dem, the neuter dative definite article, as

beim:
Beim Bergsteigen kann er nicht so gut atmen.
He can't breathe very well when he’s mountain climbing.
Beim Aufwachen ist sie immer mude.
She’s always tired when she wakes up.

Colloquial German even makes prepositional phrases into nouns:

ins Bett gehen > das Insbettgehen
Vor dem Insbettgehen trinkt er eine Tasse Tee.
He drinks a cup of tea before going to bed.
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81

§2

83
Kinds of
pronouns

84
Demonstrative

85
Personal

PRONOUNS

Pronouns refer to something or someone that has already been mentioned.
Where's Margaret? Margaret's in town.
What's Margaret doing there? Margaret's buying Margaret some clothes.

Well, Margaret's mother is looking for Margaret.

Obviously, this conversation sounds more natural if pronouns such as she, herself, and
her substitute for the name Margaret. Similarly, the statement ‘She’s in town’ makes no
sense unless the listener knows who ‘she’ is.

Pronouns can replace entire noun phrases:

What ever happened to
that nice young man who used to come over to mow your lawn?

He moved to Tennessee.

There are several kinds of pronouns:

DEMONSTRATIVE pronouns 84
PERSONAL pronouns 85
POSSESSIVE pronouns §9
RELATIVE pronouns 815
INDEFINITE pronouns §16
INTERROGATIVE pronouns §20
REFLEXIVE pronouns §22

Demonstrative pronouns have the same forms as the definite article (der, die, das) in all
cases except the genitive singular and the dative plural, where they are identical to the
relative pronouns (See Pronouns §15). Demonstrative pronouns point to things or
people, demonstrating (often visually) what or whom the speaker is referring to.

The “all-purpose” demonstrative pronoun das can be used to point to tangible objects or
to something abstract:

Das ist mein Vater. Das ist eine gute Idee.

The object of reference can be either singular (as in these two examples) or plural:

SINGULAR PLURAL
Das ist Luise. Das sind Ueli und Luise.
Das ist Rotwein. Das sind gute Menschen.

When demonstrative pronouns refer to people, the context is usually quite casual:

Franz kommt morgen. Franz? Ach, gut — der ist wirklich nett.
... He’s a great guy.

When a difference must be made between something near and something far, a contrast
between dies ‘this’ and das ‘that’ is common:
Dies ist meine Wurst, und das ist lhre Wurst.

Personal pronouns are found in first, second, and third person, both singular and
plural:

SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON ich wir
SECOND PERSON Sie Sie
THIRD PERSON er/sie/es sie

Personal pronouns are used to refer to nouns when no special emphasis is called for:

Wann beginnt denn die Oper? Sie beginnt schon um 7.
Ich glaube, Manfred studiert Philosophie. Ja, ich weil3. Er ist sehr klug.
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§6 Be sure to consider perspective when you use personal pronouns. That is, consider who
is speaking or being spoken about:
Ich glaube, ich gehe nach Hause. ich bin furchtbar mide.
Wie, bitte? Sie gehen schon? Aber es ist noch frih!
Arthur und ich fahren nach Rom. Wir bleiben eine Woche dort.
So0? Sie und Arthur? und was machen Sie denn in Rom?
Ich habe eine gute Idee: Sie kommen um 5 und bleiben bis 6.
Ich komme um 6, und dann gehen wir zusammen ins Kino.
Gut. Also ich komme um 5 und bleibe bis 6.
Sie kommen um 6 — das ist eine gute Idee — und dann gehen wir. Prima!
§7 Many accusative forms of the personal pronouns are identical to the nominative forms:
Accusative SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON mich uns
SECOND PERSON Sie Sie
THIRD PERSON ihn / sie / es sie
g8  Dative personal pronouns:
Dative SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON mir uns
SECOND PERSON lhnen lhnen
THIRD PERSON ihm /ihr / ihm ihnen
§9 Possessive pronouns exist in first, second, and third person forms in the singular and
Possessive  the plural. They establish the relationship between someone and something “possessed”
or “owned” by that person:
EXAMPLE “OWNER” THING “OWNED”
my Cows | cows
your father you father
her dark eyes she eyes
their semester grades they grades
Here the relationships are between
land my you and your she and her they and their.
In German the relationships are
SINGULAR PLURAL
pronoun possessive pronoun possessive
FIRST PERSON ich mein wir unser
SECOND PERSON  Sie lhr Sie Ihr
i er sein
THIRD PERSON i sie ihr g sie ihr
Tes sein
§10  The possessive pronouns, which derive from pronoun forms, are often called possessive

adjectives. This is so because they are base forms, to which endings may be added to
indicate the gender, number, and case of the following noun:

MASCULINE  FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
Ihr PalR meine Fahrkarte lhr Gepéack Ihre Tickets
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The endings for all possessive adjectives are the same as those for ein- and kein-, and for
this reason many German grammars refer to this entire group of words as the ein-
words.

EIN / KEIN POSS. ADJS. (EX.: IHR="HER’)
Masc. Fem. Neut. Pl Masc. Fem. Neut. Pl
NOMINATIVE ein eine ein keine ihr ihre ihr ihre
GENITIVE eines  einer eines  keiner ihres ihrer ihres ihrer
DATIVE einem einer einem keinen ihrem ihrer ihrem  ihren
ACCUSATIVE einen eine ein keine ihren ihre ihr ihre
§11  The forms of du, the second person familiar pronoun, are similar to those of ich.
NOMINATIVE ich du
DATIVE mir dir
ACCUSATIVE mich dich
POSSESSIVE PRONOUN mein- dein-
§12  The plural of du is ihr, ‘my (two or more) good friends’. ihr, like the other personal
pronouns, appears in various forms according to its function in the sentence:
NOMINATIVE ihr
DATIVE euch
ACCUSATIVE euch
POSSESSIVE PRONOUN  euer-
NOTE: When endings are added to euer-, the stem reduces to eur-:
Das ist euer_ Zimmer BUT: mit eurem Vater fir eure Freunde
§13 SUMMARY: paradigms of personal pronouns, singular & plural
Summary
FIRST PERSON
SINGULAR PLURAL
NOMINATIVE ich wir
GENITIVE mein- unser-
DATIVE mir uns
ACCUSATIVE  mich uns
SECOND PERSON
familiar polite
SINGULAR PLURAL SINGULAR PLURAL
NOMINATIVE du ihr Sie Sie
GENITIVE dein- eur- lhr- Ihr-
DATIVE dir euch lhnen lhnen
ACCUSATIVE dich euch Sie Sie
THIRD PERSON
singular plurals
MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER (ALL)
NOMINATIVE er sie es sie
GENITIVE sein- ihr- sein- ihr-
DATIVE ihm ihr ihm ihnen
ACCUSATIVE ihn sie es sie
§14  Like nouns, pronouns can be combined with prepositions, and personal pronouns are

no exception. Typical short phrases using dative and accusative prepositions are

DATIVE ACCUSATIVE
mit uns fir mich

bei ihr ohne ihn

von ihm gegen uns

zu lhnen durch sie
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8§15
Relative

816
Indefinite

Combinations of this sort are common when the pronouns refer to people.

When the pronouns refer to objects, they occur as the form da- in combination with the
preposition, with da- being the equivalent of English ‘it’ or ‘that’.

damit with it dafur for it, for that

dabei along with that dadurch through that, thereby

danach  after that dagegen against that
davon from that

All prepositions are combined with da- without showing case.

If the preposition begins with a vowel, the first part of the da- construction becomes dar-:
daraus darum darin daran dartiber

Relative pronouns are pronouns that refer to a person or thing already mentioned.
Their equivalents in English are ‘who’, ‘whom’, ‘that’, and ‘which’. As in English, they
come after the words they refer to (their antecedents) and stand at the beginning of a
relative clause.

ANTECEDENT — " RELATIVE PRONOUN
The fellow who wore the hat is my brother.

- RELATIVE CLAUSE

FORM: Relative pronouns have the same forms as the demonstrative pronoun:

MASCULINE  FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
NOMINATIVE der die das die
GENITIVE dessen deren dessen deren
DATIVE dem der dem denen
ACCUSATIVE den die das die

USAGE: Relative pronouns establish a direct link between their antecedents and the
additional information supplied in their clause, and must occur in the same number and
gender as their antecedents. The case in which relative pronouns occur is determined by
their usage within the relative clause. The case of the antecedent is irrelevant to the case
of the relative pronoun. Because relative clauses are also subordinate clauses, the finite
verb is placed at the end of the clause.

nominative Das war der Junge, der immer so schén singt.

The relative pronoun is masculine and singular because Junge is masculine and singular;
it is nominative because it is the subject of singt, the verb in its own clause.

genitive Die Frau, deren Hand meine Katze gebissen hat, heil3t Marx.
The pronoun is feminine and singular because Frau is feminine and singular; it is
genitive because of possessive relationship between Frau and Hand.
dative Wo ist denn das Kind, dem ich die DM 20 gegeben habe?
The pronoun is neuter and singular because Kind is neuter and singular; it is dative
because it is the indirect object in its own clause: | gave the money to the child.
accusative Der Berg, den du siehst, heil3t die Zugspitze.
The pronoun is masculine and singular because Berg is masculine and singular; it is
accusative because it is the direct object of du siehst.
NOTE: English often omits relative pronouns:
The man [] | saw The child [] | gave the money to
but relative pronouns must be used in all relative clauses in German.
All the pronouns you have seen so far are definite ones. They refer to real people or

things. There are a number of indefinite pronouns that do not refer to anyone or
anything specific: man, jemand, niemand, nichts, etwas, and alles.
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§17  The most important of these pronouns is man, the equivalent of ‘one, people, they, you’
in English. If speakers of North American English used the word ‘one’ as a pronoun
very often, the correspondence would be clear. But we have a variety of colorful ways of
avoiding ‘one’ on this side of the Atlantic Ocean.

People aren’t as nice as they used to be.
They say it's going to rain tomorrow.
You just can't get a good cigar anymore.

All of these homespun expressions have equivalents using man in German. But this
pronoun is by no means confined to casual conversation down at the courthouse square.
Man, which is derived from der Mann, refers to any person of either sex, and is always
accompanied by a third person singular verb:

Man mufR3 nicht lange auf die Stralenbahn warten.

Man is used in generalizations and never refers to someone specific. Often a sentence
with man replaces one in which the passive voice or an infinitive phrase is used:

Das wird leicht gemacht. That's easily done.
Das ist leicht zu machen. That's easy to do.

Das kann man leicht machen. You can do that easily.
Das macht man leicht. You do that easily.

Man is often used prescriptively:

So etwas tut man einfach nicht! You just don’t do something like that!
Man nimmt die Gabel in die linke Hand. You take your fork in your left Hand.

§18 Jemand and niemand contain the word man, and both also refer to people. Jemand is
simply ‘someone or other’ — the identification of a single human being, rather than
‘they, people’, as the source of the action. Both pronouns, like man, are used with third
person singular verb forms.

Jemand hat das Fenster aufgemacht. Someone opened the window.
(It wasn’t the wind.)
Niemand is the opposite of jemand, ‘nobody, no one in particular’:
Niemand hat das Fenster aufgemacht. Das war der Wind.

§19  Nichts, etwas, and alles all refer to things: ‘Nothing’, ‘something’, and ‘everything’.
Again, the accompanying verb is in the third person singular.

Nichts ist so gut wie italienisches Eis.
Mochten Sie etwas essen? Nein, danke. Ich habe Eis gegessen.
Wo ist denn das italienische Eis? Rainer hat alles gegessen!

When used as a pronoun, etwas can be defined by a following neuter adjectival noun,
whose case is determined by the usage of the phrase within the entire sentence. Most
frequently that adjectival noun has the nominative or accusative ending -es:

Was mochtest du trinken? Kaffee? Nein. Etwas Kaltes, bitte.
Mutti! Der Hansjirgen hat etwas Dummes gesagt!

Etwas is also an adverb meaning ‘somewhat’.
Heute ist es etwas kalt, nicht? Ja, etwas kalter als gestern.

Like etwas, nichts is often followed by an adjectival noun;
Was hat denn der Arzt gesagt? Nichts Gutes. Tut mir leid.

Alles is often found in the phrase Alles Gute! — ‘Best wishes’, literally ‘I wish you
everything that is good’.
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§20
Interrogative

§21

8§22
Reflexive

Interrogative pronouns, as their name suggests, are used to ask questions. They may
refer to people (‘Who?" ‘Whom?’ ‘Whose?’) or to things (‘What?’). The interrogative
pronouns do not show gender, and are both singular and plural.

PEOPLE THINGS
NOMINATIVE wer was
GENITIVE wessen see Pronouns 8§21
DATIVE wem see Pronouns 821
ACCUSATIVE wen was

All these forms are used in either direct or indirect questions. A direct question ends
with a question mark; an indirect question is concealed within a statement or another
question.

DIRECT: Who are you? INDIRECT: | don’t know who you are.
Do you know who that is?

Wer, the nominative form, is used when the interrogative is the subject of a question:
Wer ist das? Wer sind denn diese Leute?

Wessen, the genitive form, is the equivalent of English ‘Whose?’.
Wessen Mantel ist das? Ist das Heidis Mantel?

Wem shows that the identity of the recipient of an action is unknown:
" SUBJECT (nominative)
Wem hat er denn das Geld gegeben?
- RECIPIENT (dative)

Wen asks a question in which the direct object of the verb is an unknown person:
Wen hast du am Bahnhof gesehen? War das Hildegard?

Both wem and wen, which are the equivalents of English ‘whom’, can be the objects of
prepositions, just as English ‘whom’ can:

Mit wem bist du eigentlich zum Zoo gegangen?
Fur wen haben Sie denn in KéIn gearbeitet?

Colloquial English places the prepositions at the end of such questions:
Who(m) did you work for?

But standard German does not permit this. If there is a connection between preposition
and interrogative pronoun, as there is in this English question, the two words must
appear together. The English written standard requires the same form as the German:

For whom did you work?

Was, the neuter interrogative pronoun, does not have dative or genitive forms.
Colloquial German allows speakers to say Von was? and Mit was?, using the accusative
form as a dative. The standard language requires that the was be couched in a wo-
construction, in which the wo- does not mean ‘where’:

Womit spielst du denn? What are you playing with?
Weil3t du, wovon er erzahlte? Do you know what he was talking about?

If the preposition begins with a vowel, the wo- becomes wor-: woraus, woran.

Older forms of English used the equivalent of wo- constructions in ‘where-’, still present
in the word ‘whereby’ (‘by what’) and ‘wherein’ (‘in what’).

Reflexive pronouns refer back, or reflect back, on the subject of a sentence. By definition
they cannot appear in either the nominative or the genitive case. The subject may be
doing something on her own behalf, in which instance the reflexive pronoun appears in
the dative case. If the subject does something to himself directly (‘He bit himself’.), the
reflexive pronoun appears in the accusative case. (See the discussion of verbs used with
reflexive pronouns in Verbs 841ff.)
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Forms: The reflexive pronouns are identical in form to the personal pronouns with the
exception of the second person polite (Sie) and the third person singular (er, sie, es) and
plural (sie), where the pronoun is sich ‘him-/her-/itself, themselves’.

Usage: The action in the sentence reflects back on the subject. Subject and object must be
the same person.

reflexive: Der Wolf beift sich (himself) in den Ful3.

not reflexive: Der Wolf beil3t ihn/sie (someone else) in den Ful3.
reflexive: Ich kaufe mir spéater einen neuen Pullover.

not reflexive: Ich kaufe ihm/ihr spéter einen neuen Pullover.

NOTE: Many verbs have special meanings when they are used with reflexive pronouns.
See Verbs 841ff.

Caution: Selber also means ‘self’. It is not a reflexive pronoun, however, but rather an
intensifier. It puts greater emphasis on a person already referred to:

" DIRECT OBJECT
Gib mir den Hammer. Ich mache das selber.
- INTENSIFIER
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ADJECTIVES & ADVERBS

§1 Adjectives and adverbs are descriptive words. Adjectives tell us more about nouns:
how big they are, how colorful, important, tasty, obtuse, and so on. Adverbs give more
information about verbs (how well someone sings, how high she flies, when they will
arrive, where the party will be), about adjectives (they’re unusually calm, incredibly
rich), and even about other adverbs (he ran extremely fast).

§2 In Nouns 8§83 you read about der, die, and das as gender markers of nouns: der-nouns are
Definite  masculine, die-nouns are feminine, and das-nouns are neuter. Der, die, and das are three
articles  of the forms of the definite article, the most important and useful adjective in German.

‘Definite’ means ‘known, obvious, old information’, ‘the one we all know about’. There
is an indefinite article in German as well, expressing ‘new or unspecified information’.
(See Adjectives §8). The German definite article d-, with all its forms, is an essential tool
in the manipulation of the language. If the forms of d- are not handled with precision,
then communication will be severely inhibited and some grave misunderstandings can
occur. LEARN THESE FORMS!

§3 Der, die, and das identify masculine, feminine, and neuter nouns when used as the
Nominative subject of a sentence:
Der Kartoffelsalat kostet DM 2,20.
Die Fahrkarte ist nicht zu teuer.
Das Zimmer hat keine Dusche.

When a noun is the subject of a sentence, it appears in what is called the nominative
case. Der Kartoffelsalat, die Fahrkarte, and das Zimmer are all nominative forms. The
subject directs the action of a sentence and fits the verb ending (See Verbs §7). Nouns
that are not the subject of a sentence, but are identical with the subject, also appear in
the nominative case:

“SUBJECT NOUN “PREDICATE NOUN
lhre Mutter ist Universitatsprofessorin.

When the definite article is used in the plural, all nouns — regardless of gender — that
appear in the nominative case are identified by the article die:

der PaR: Bitte, wo sind die Passe?
die Fahrkarte: Die Fahrkarten kosten DM 36,—.
das Hotel: Die Hotels in Frankfurt sind sehr elegant.

SUMMARY: definite articles in the nominative case

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
der die das die

§4 German nouns may appear in four different grammatical cases, according to their
Accusative sentence usage. For example, subject nouns or pronouns can act with the verb to have a
direct effect on objects in the rest of the sentence, the predicate. These nouns in the
predicate are direct objects, and almost without exception they appear in the accusative

case.

~ SUBJECT " DIRECT OBJECT
Meine Mutter kauft immer Schokolade mit Niissen.

When a noun has a nonsubject function in a sentence, the form of its definite article may
change. Before feminine and neuter nouns in the accusative (direct object) case, the
definite articles die and das do not change. Before masculine nouns, however, the
definite article appears as den in the accusative.

Haben Sie den Kartoffelsalat?

Morgen kaufe ich die Fahrkarte nach Berlin.
Wir moéchten das Zimmer fur heute und morgen.
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85
Dative

86

Genitive

When the definite article is used in the accusative plural, it appears for all genders in the
form die:

der PafR: Haben wir die Péasse?
die Fahrkarte: Heute kaufe ich die Fahrkarten.
das Hotel: Ich finde die Hotels in Salzburg sehr komfortabel.

SUMMARY: definite articles in the accusative case

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
den die das die

NOTE: The accusative is used to express definite time. See Nouns §15.

Sometimes a noun or pronoun is neither the subject of a verb nor its object, but rather a
beneficiary, or recipient, of the action in a sentence.

In the sentence
He bought the old horse some medicine.

the subject is ‘He’, the direct object is ‘medicine’, and the animal for which it was
bought, ‘the old horse’, is different from the subject. ‘“The old horse’ is the one for which
the action is performed, and appears in the indirect object case, called the dative. By no
means does this example mean that ‘horse’ is always in the dative case, or that
‘medicine’ must always be an accusative. This action took place at the veterinarian’s
office. If ‘some medicine’ is stricken from the sentence, the meaning changes entirely:

He bought the old horse.

Now ‘He’, the subject, acted directly on ‘the old horse’, the accusative object of the verb
‘bought’. This action took place at the sale barn.

A person hearing or reading a noun that appears in the dative case can tell immediately
what its function is by the form of the preceding article:

der Mann: Ich gebe dem Mann einen Reisefthrer.
die Frau: Wir kaufen der Frau zwei Pfund Apfel.
das Kind: Schenken wir dem Kind eine Modellbahn?

When the definite article precedes nouns in the dative plural, it has the form den,
regardless of the gender of the noun:

Bringen Sie den Mannern eine Flasche Wein, den Frauen je ein
Liter Pils und den Kindern Kola oder Orangensaft.

The dative is not used just as an indirect object case. Many prepositions govern the
dative case as well. (See Prepositions 84ff. and §20ff.)
Gehen Sie mit der Frau da.
— Mit ihr?
Ja, mit ihr. Nicht mit dem Mann. Er ist ein Idiot.
— Gut, also mit ihr, nicht mit ihm.

SUMMARY: definite articles in the dative case

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
dem der dem den

Another set of forms of the definite article shows that a noun is in possession of
something. That possession may be tangible, as in

the doctor’s children
or it may be intangible, as in
the end of the day.
In these examples, the nouns that show possession — the doctor and the day — appear

in the genitive case, also called the possessive case in English grammar. The definite
articles that precede genitive nouns have characteristic forms:
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der Arzt: Der Sohn des Arztes wohnt in Salzburg.
die Tante: Die Kinder der Tante heil3en Vetter.
das Hotel: Die Zimmer des Hotels sind wunderschdn.

For an explanation of the -(e)s ending on genitive nouns, see Nouns §10.
When the definite article appears in the genitive plural, all genders have the form der:

der Computer: Der Preis der Computer ist zu hoch.

die Maus: Es ist unmdglich, eine der Méuse zu fangen.

das Problem: Das war nur der Anfang der Probleme.
SUMMARY: definite articles in the genitive case

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL

des der des der

NOTE: The genitive is used to express indefinite time. See Nouns §10.

§7  Definite articles in all cases, singular and plural
MASCULINE FEMININE  NEUTER PLURAL

NOMINATIVE der die das die
GENITIVE des der des der
DATIVE dem der dem den
ACCUSATIVE den die das die

g8 Indefinite articles, forms of ein-, precede nouns that introduce new information or

Indefinite describe any member of a category. They correspond to English ‘a’ or ‘an’, as opposed to

articles  the definite article ‘the’. The paradigm of the indefinite article bears a strong
resemblance to that of the definite article (§87):

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER

NOMINATIVE ein eine ein
GENITIVE eines einer eines
DATIVE einem einer einem
ACCUSATIVE einen eine ein

Note that ein- has no ending in the masculine and neuter nhominative or in the neuter
accusative. Note also that, by definition, ein has no plural forms. Moreover, the absence
of an article in the plural signals an indefinite plural. Plural endings do exist, however,
for kein, the negative of ein:

PLURAL
NOMINATIVE keine
GENITIVE keiner
DATIVE keinen

ACCUSATIVE keine

Kein has singular forms also, since it negates singular nouns as well as plural ones.
These endings are the same as those for ein. As the negative of ein, kein has the
meaning ‘none, not any, -n’'t. .. any’.
§9  Sometimes ein and kein follow nouns that have been used in a previous clause. Here
they are similar to ‘one’ and ‘none’ in English, and take on the function of pronouns.
Where did my pet turtles go? Here’s one!
Do you have some money? No, | don’t have any.

In these situations ein and kein add the endings that would be present if the nouns in
question were there:

Wo sind meine Schildkrdten? Hier ist eing [Schildkrote]!
Haben Sie einen 10-Mark-Schein? Nein, ich habe keinen [Schein].

This principle applies even in those cases where ein and kein do not have endings
themselves, in the masculine nominative and the neuter nominative and accusative.
Here ein and kein borrow endings from the definite article, with eines shortened to eins:

~ der Bleistift
MASCULINE NOMINATIVE: Wo ist ein Bleistift? Hier ist einer.



RG-16 Introduction Topic Summary Wie, bitte? Kontext Index ADpJECTIVES & ADVERBS

§10

8§11

§12

8§13

~ das Auto

NEUTER ACCUSATIVE: Wer hat ein neues Auto? Ich habe eins.

Ein can also anticipate an understood noun in the German equivalent of ‘one of . . ".
Here, too, ein borrows endings from the definite article if they are not already part of the
ein declension. The ‘of’ phrase is rendered either by von and the dative or by the
genitive:

" anticipates der Freund
Das ist einer von meinen Freunden.
Das ist einer meiner Freunde.

- genitive plural

Wer ist das?

" anticipates die Freundin
Das ist eine von meinen Freundinnen.
Das ist eine meiner Freundinnen.

- genitive plural

Definite and indefinite articles always come before the nouns they modify. Other

adjectives, however, may either precede or complement the nouns they modify — just

as in English.
preceding:
complementary:

the old gray mare
the mare is old and gray

When adjectives follow the nouns they modify, their form stays the same in German:

kalt: Das Wetter ist kalt.
schon: Die Autos waren sehr schon.

But when adjectives precede the nouns they modify, they carry endings according to the
function of the nouns in the sentence. When the adjectives stand alone in front of nouns,
these endings correspond closely to the endings of the definite article. The examples
show nominative forms:

MASCULINE: der Wein kiihler Wein
FEMININE: die Milch frische Milch
NEUTER: das Obst gutes Obst

PLURAL: die Kinder liebe Kinder

One of the adjectives preceding a noun must indicate the function of that noun in the
sentence. When the adjective is a form of the definite article d-, that task has been
performed. (Der before Mann shows, for example, that the following noun is masculine
and nominative and singular.) When the adjective is a form of the indefinite article ein-,
however, it fails in three instances to indicate the function of the following noun:

MASCULINE NEUTER
NOMINATIVE ein ein
ACCUSATIVE ein

In these situations the adjective following ein takes over and says something about the
noun that follows according to the principle outlined in §10:
MASCULINE NEUTER

ein alter Mann  ein altes Haus
ein altes Haus

NOMINATIVE
ACCUSATIVE

In the feminine the adjective following eine also carries the -e ending:

NOMINATIVE
ACCUSATIVE

eine alte Frau
eine alte Frau

In all other situations the adjectives following variations of ein- and the other ein- words
(kein and the possessive pronouns) have the ending -en. The full paradigm of endings
for the nominative, dative, and accusative is
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MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
NOM  ein_ alter Mann eine alte Frau ein_ liebes Kind meine lieben Kinder
DAT einem alten Mann einer alten Frau  einem lieben Kind meinen lieben Kindern
ACC einen alten Mann eine alte Frau ein_ liebes Kind meine lieben Kinder

§14  In the genitive case the endings on adjectives following ein- words are all -en:
eines alten Mannes einer alten Frau eines lieben Kindes meiner lieben Kinder

§15 SUMMARY: ENDINGS ON ADJECTIVES FOLLOWING EIN- WORDS
MASCULINE FEMININE  NEUTER PLURAL

NOMINATIVE -er -e -es -en
GENITIVE -en -en -en -en
DATIVE -en -en -en -en
ACCUSATIVE -en -e -es -en

§16  Adjectives that follow the definite article take endings that are either -e or -en in the
nominative and accusative:

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
NOM. der alte Mann die alte Frau das alte Auto die alten Autos
ACC. den alten Mann die alte Frau das alte Auto die alten Autos

NOMINATIVE: -e Sind Sie der Nachste? Sind Sie die Nachste?
Montag ist der zehnte, Mittwoch der zwolfte.
Der andere Brief ist schwerer.
Die grolRe Postkarte nach Kanada . . .

ACCUSATIVE: -en  Fur den zwdlften haben wir noch Karten.
Geben Sie mir den ersten Brief.

PLURAL: -en Die beiden Briefe sind DM 4,60.
Fur die beiden Pakete . . .

§17  Genitive and Dative adjectives after the definite article have an -en ending:

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
GEN. des alten Mannes der alten Frau des alten Autos der alten Autos
DAT. dem alten Mann der alten Frau dem alten Auto den alten Autos

Wir missen schon am elften wegfahren.
... in der dritten Reihe
Die FulRgéngerzone in der Hohen Stral3e . . .

§18  The adjectives welch- ‘which’ and dies- ‘this’ take endings that are identical to those of
the definite article. The adjectives that follow them are declined according to the
paradigms illustrated in 816 and 817.

Welcher Student war denn das?
— Ach, das war dieser junge Student aus den USA.

Wirklich? Was machen wir denn mit diesen amerikanischen Studenten?
— Welche meinen Sie denn