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Games: 3 Gennan.style games to get you hooked

\,!hen people ask Boardgarne
News editor Rick Thomquist for
his famrite German-sgte games,
he advises thern to start with
thre€ 'great gate\r'ay games"
that transform regular people
into player3l
llal(ll to Rld. won Gemany's
prestigious Spiel des lalrcs
(Game of the Year) prize in
2004. Pla)€rs compete to create
tmin rout€s aooss a map ofthe
United States. Ages I and up.
Carca$onne woD the Spiel des
Iahrcs priz€ in 2001. Players ffI
up the medie!€l French coun-
tryside by building ddngs like
roads and fam$. Ages 8 and up.

The S.ttloE ot Catan' the
most popular German-style
gane, sold millions of copies
and won the Spiel des Iahres
Fize in 1995. It was credited
with kindling the Germa[-sttie
game mo!€ment in the United
States. Ages l0 and up.

To fnd Germai-style games,
check out local specialty stores,
such as Rainy Day Games in
Aloha, Bridgetown Hobbies and
Games in Pordand and Ancient
wondeN in Tualatin, or go on-
line to www.funagainga-
mes.com, Rainy Day Garnes
and funagaingames.com carry
KC HumphreYs Haroci The
Hundrcd Yea$ War.

Europeans flock
to strategic play.
of board games

Conllnu.d lrom Paqe E1

temction: pla'rers oftm negotiate
or bLu-f, and all stay in untjl $e
end. Stategy, more ttlan roll-ard-
mo!€ lucls nrles the board,

In Eumpe, such games are a
common paft of family life. News-
pape$ review them, publishe6
promote the hottest game design-
ers, and a $ant annuar Same lesll-
r€I in Gerrnany creaks block-
busters witb ils awads. Althoudr
cerma-n.style games started creep-
ing into dte U.S. market in tlt€
mid-1990s, the gerEe here rcmains
largely. un-adr€nised and under-
gIound, numued 0y a glo\ 4ng
number of plaing goups that
meet in living rooms, restaumnts
and boolchops,

"It's basicaly gmss mots. Its
word of mouth Therc's no main-
sEeam media attention," sal,s
Scott Alden, one of the foundeE of
a Dalas-based Web site called
Boardcameceelccom,

Geek is.a term of endeamenl
Alden insists, embmced by th€ an-
ary'tical minds that populate many
Americai garne groups, Board-
cameceek'has gro$n ftom
100,000 visitoN per month a !€ar
ago to 500,000 a month now and
has attiacled enough a&enising
lor Alden to work on drc site tull

Despite that groLth, he's not
sul€ cennan-stt'le games wil 6nd
their niche here.

"I think the world $,ould be a
b€tter place," Alden sa!$. 'You sit
around and laugh and ialk face-to-
face. You get that social cormec-
tio(L"

But American families are so
hooked in to television and video
sames. he sa!s. that there mav be
io tirne - dr no will - to leam

Getth Into the gam€
Uke most garners, Humphrey

grew up wjth Americfi standards
such as Monopoly. They didnt
wElmhis heafi

They're so much a part of the
culture 'that you probably
'!r,oulln1 have a proper childhood
without them," he saF. "Gam€s
that reu,ard bulli€s or inoedible
luck- they ha\€Jheir own place."

He malored in math at I lllam'

A phyhg cad from KC
Hunuhrey.s Havoc The Hundred

?,^ 
^ ' ' .  

2)eu2"a- '
He built protoBpes by hand,

cufting game pieces from recyd€d
state reports tuid dollar-store lloor
tiles. He traveled tom Same group
to garne group, where tanl pla'€rs
lold him whar wo*ed and wllar
didn'L Brools, a ftiend arld the
chief technology ofrcer for an e-
fnance soft\i€re fiim, took Hum-
phrey's prolotlpes on business
Eips, testing,them wjth game
goups across me country.

In 2004, drc Humphrcls alld
Brools decided to launch their
o&n company. Bas€d on revielvs
ftom players in two marathon play
te6ts, the card game t{avoc would
be iheil fust release.

Humphrey wanted it to be as
beautiful as other German-stlle
games, which lavish attention on
playing pieces, boxes and boards.
SunRiver sFerched its art budget to
license brilialdy ilustrated battle
scenes ftom a l3th-century Bible,

enough to cdver that cost. "we
weren\ interested in losing
money," Humphrcy sa)6.

Instead, they pieced out the
work to a card maket a box ma.ker
ard a printet then spent ser€ral
weekends with lheir families, pop'
ping more dnn 2,000 together in
htchen.table assembly lines.

In North America, "nobody gets
rich in the game business," sals
Rick Thomquist, editor of drc on'
line game-review rnagazine Board-
game News. "There's a joke How
do you make a srnal fornine in the
game business? Start with a large
fortune."

One ofthe biggest G€rman-stle
hirs, Ticket to Ride, sold 350,000
copies in G€mnny after winning
the game-of-the-)€ar prize in 20{X.
Although its desjgner and pub-
lisher are Amerjcan, the game sold
just 25,000 copies in the U.S.

StiI, Humph.rey and Brooks say
Havoc is close to selling out its fust
print run, a-nd they have aircady
moved on to the next set of proto-
rypes.

Flnding the madct
On a rccent weeloight at the

Fireside Cofree lodge on Southeast
Powell Bouler€rd, Humphrcy Ia1
members of a new playng goup
th&ugh rules for a ga.rne with six-
sided tiles, and watched carefuIy
as they i ,ork€d out sFdtegies.

"lt's kind of like love songs,"
Humpbrey says. "Not everytlody's
going to love it. But if a bunch of
people like it enough to buy it,
that's oK"

The partners aren\ e,\pecting to
quit their day jobs, or even ro con-
vert $e world to C,€rman.style
garning, he sals.
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