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There aren't many places you'll
find more than $1 billion in a sin-
gle room, especiallynot during the
recession.

One safe bet: thisweekend’s Na-
tional Money Show at the Oregon
Convention Center.

You can see very old, very fa-
mous coins — including the penny
flipped in 1845 to determine Port-
land’s name, Meet hundreds of
collectors, who give informal ap-
praisals. And learn about the hosts
— the American Numismatic As-
sociation, a group devoted to the
study of money.

The rock stars of the show might
be the U.S. Department of Trea-
sury’s Bureau of Engraving and

Christopher Madden, lead

WOIKILE Ol Presiaent Baracs
Obama’s official engraved por-
trait to show off the moneymak-
ing trade.

Though engravers are artists
of sorts, Madden says, they ulti-
mately make a product. “If I didn't
like George Washington's hairstyle,
I couldn’t change it."

Children can try engraving and
print their creations on a vintage
press. Inits heydaynearly 150 years
ago, it produced 250 sheets of bills
a day. Modern machines crank out
more than 8,000 sheets per hour.

Mike Beck, lead plate printer,
gladly demonstrates — and shows
off 100-year-old photos, “It’s really
cool when you get kids, and people
who had no idea any of this hap-
pens,” he says. “You're teaching
history.”

A single case contains $1 billion
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bills printed for Federal Reserve
bank transfers, The largest denomi-
nation issued to the general public:
$10,000 bills, also on hand.

As curator of the Numismatic As-
sociation, Douglas Mudd cultivates
a collection for the group’s Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., museum and
traveling shows. For example, visi-
tors can see a silver dollar made for
PresidentAndrew Jackson to give to
an Asian head of state, It was sto-
len from a private collector in 1967
and recovered more than a quarter-
century later.

“Coins of this type, if they're sto-
len — people know what they look
like,” Mudd says. “Theyre like the
Mona Lisa. You can't walk into a
coin store and try to sell them.”

But you can stroll into the con-

vention center for alook,
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~ Coos Bay Port gets federal money for rail line

The Port of Coos Bay will get $8 million from the $410 billion
federal appropriations bill to help buy a rail line that runs from

_Eugene to Coquille.

Last fall, the Port agreed to buy the 120-mile line from Central
Oregon & Pacific Railroad, which closed it in September 2007, cit-
ing safety reasons and repair costs.

Without the line, area manufacturers have faced higher ship-
ping costs by truck.

The Port had raised about $4 million, and the Oregon Eco-
nomic and Community Development Commission had ap-
proved $12.6 million in loans. One loan must be paid in two
years; the other, in 25.

The U.S. Surface Transportation Board approved the Port’s
$16.6 million purchase last fall.

— The Associated Press
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Startups sharpen pitches in front of angels

By JONATHAN BRINCKMAN
THE OREGONIAN

A Portland startup that modifies
drugs to make them effective against
drug-resistant diseases and another
that creates map-managing software
took the top two prizes— and total in-
vestments of $230,000 — Thursday at
the 2009 Angel Oregon contest.

DesignMedix Inc. snared $150,000

in investments and WeoGeo won
$80,000. Both are located in the Port-
land State Business Accelerator in
Southwest Portland.

The two companies were among.

six finalists making their pitches dur-
ing the daylong event at The Gover-
nor Hotel. The crowd of 285 also heard
from the founders of 14 other compa-
nies, who gave one-minute “elevator

pitches” describing what their com-
panies do and why they are worth an
investment.

Thesix finalists were vying for a pool
of money raised by a judging panel
comprising 46 angel investors who
each pledged $5,000.

Drew Smith, chairman of the judg-
ing panel, said DesignMedix had
the most impressive combination of

management team and product. “The

company has an absolutely unique

technology that could solve a major
health problem,” he said.
DesignMedix’s first product makes

i

chloroquine effective against drug-
resistant malaria. DesignMedix takes
The mosquito-borne disease isa top prize

leading cause of death in many de-
Please see ANGELS, Page D2







