broek says, workers will print out ¢

|to reduce their printing.
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By DANIEL LYONS

T'S SOPHIE VANDEBROEK'S
favorite magic trick. Vande-
broek, the chief technology of-
ficer at Xerox, is standing be-
fore a roomful of people at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, holding a pen that shoots out a
beam of ultraviolet light. Scrawling
with her mini light saber, she draws
a large letter X on a picee of paper.
Next she pulls out a hair dryer and
sets to work heating the paper. As
she does, the X disappears. For Xe-
rox, however, this isn't a cinematic
trick—it’s a new technology they dall

erasablé paper. Someday, Vande- |

document thev need temporarily,
theninstead of throwing it in the
recvele bin, they'll feed it through a
machine with a heating element,

The Paper
Chasers

[sn’t it ironic: Xerox is
hoping it can profit by
tcaching companies how

The newly blank paper will then get
loaded back into the printer to use againy..
and again. Over time, it's a technology
at could save millions of dollars in
s -und thousands of acres of irees.
1t's part of a companywide effort ar
Xerox to find ways to reduce waste and
cut down on the consumption of natural
resources—and in a way, it couldn’t be
more itonic. Xerox, the second-largest
company in the printer-copier market
(behind HP), seems well aware that the
problem they're trying to solve is the very
one that they helped create. “We're the
company that created information over-
load,” Vandebroek savs. Vor vears com-
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