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CHICAGO - Does tlle world .e-
ally need a better mousetap? May-
be not. But how about a better
toothbrush holder for tavelers? An
inflatable spare oven? Or an odor-
less indoor composting ststem?

Those are just some of lhe win-
ning concepts to come out of this
_vear's National Student Design
Competition. The six top-placed
winners €amed $1,000 to $2,500 ir
cash and a trip to the rc€ent Inter-
national Housewares Show in Chi-
ca8o.

Two students ftom the Uni!€Isi-
ty of Kansas, Karen Clawson of
l€awood, Kan., ard Benjamin
Cooper hiess of St. Chaies, Mo,
were among 1l to receive
honorable mention aid $200.

Who are these twenqsomething
w]hiz kids out to alter the consumer
landscape? As children, dtey fit aI
the stereotvpes offuUre iN€ntors
* playing kgo for hours, tying
strings on doorkrcbs and taking
clocks apart,

NoW all go\,rn up, theyre en'
rolled in u.ni!€rsities a.nd design in-
stitutes across the county, drcam-
ing up products tMt wil one day
land on wal'Mart shelves and in
yourhome.

For clawsor and Priess, fourth-
year students in KU's five-year in-
dustrial design proSnm, enteriry
the contest was an assignrnent for
a class taught by associate profes-
sor Ron Kemnitzer.

Clawson walrted to fucus on"the laundry world and the travel
world because there is so much
missing in both." She inteFiewed
frequent travele$ and leamed peo-
pie don't like 1o use hotel sink to
wash out clothes because oftooth-
paste residue,

The Packlite Wash Bag she de-
sig$ed basicaly is a portable wash-
ing nachine drc sjze ofa smal duf-
fel bag. Clodrcs, w?ter and deter-
gent arc plac€d inside, and the user
can either shake the bag or lay it on
its side and klead it Embossed
bumps on the inside aid agitation.

Priess' problem focused on the
kitchen: how to cook two foods at
once - say cherry pie and fish -
without having their arcmas min-
gle. His solution: the Spare Fire, a
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Kemnitzer said what made concept "nurate 
lou say, 'Oh .. . I

Prieso ard Clawson's producB re. muld use that' Ils a $ear. qimple
alvstandoutwasrhatrhestudenrs idea-"
wdre able to 'idmtify a sinration Shadng frst-place honon widr
outthere inlifethat couldbe made Bentlet lms ftik Petelsm, also of
more Foductir,€, better, happier San Jose State. His mntribution to
- something tbat could be reme- making life more mmfortable? A
diedwith product design." better bedpan, one that js soft and

would fit in his car-shaped Cool
Wheels ltmchbor

Corbin's lunchbox is now being
shopped in China" A prospectiv;
maNJactuer is seeing whether it
can be produced at a low enough
price The feedback he rec€ives will
be a l"luable learning experience,
he said.

Lisa Heim of Milwaukee Lrsti-
tute ofAr & Design placed second
with judges, but her Impulse Spot
Remor€r a hand-held instaif gar.
mmt cleane! was the big winner_
with indusEy representati!€s.

Thrce major companies are
competing lor the dghts to her
pmduct and she s.?ects it to be
on the rnarket by next year,

Just how bright is the future for
these lials and other industrial de-
sign students aromd the countrJ4
Very Smith sals. He estiFates that
during the past 10 years job oppor-
tunities in industrial design ha\e
doubled.

"In the'80s, design was more of
an atefthought. 'Heie's our con-
tnption - can lou make it look
b€tter?' " Today, design is seen as a
stiategic advantage and is integrat'
ed into product development at
the eadiest stages, he said.

Also, high-prcfile designers such
as Michael Gra\,€s and Karim
Rashid, who ha\e brcught good
design to Ta4et and Bed Bath &
Be)ond, ha!€ raised awa.reness
among young p€ople lhat "this is a
professiorl"

StiI, industdal desjgnen fnd
themselvls constandy having to
explain what ftey do. "Ail our
mothers think we design factories,"
Kernnitzer said Some use the term"product designer," but that
doesn't co!€r impodant areas
within the profession such as inter-
action design for Web sites, he
said.

One key development Kennilz-
er has seen in the past 15 yea$ js a
steady increase iri the nrim'ber of
women e olling in indusEial de-

Kennitzer's protdgds have
Bck€d up 14 awards in the cont€st
sponsored by the Intemational
Housewares Association since
1997.

Matt Bendey of San Jose State
Uni!€rsity took fust place thjs '€al
with his Aqua Hand\^,ashjlg Sta-
tion, a plastic outdoor faucet and
soap dispeDser that altaches to any
spigoL

At the housewares show Bmt-
ley met with companies interested
in possibly ma.nufacflring his
pmduct or employing hirl Iudge
Michael Smith, Foduct manager
for gament carc for Hamilton
Beach/hocter-Silet said Bendey's
product was amazing for how ob-
vious it was: "You wonder, '!Vhy
didnt I thirk ofthat?' "

u,am to the toqch,
ludge ard XU gmduate Troy

Rodnan, indusEial desigl manag-
er for Sea$, Roebuck and Co., liked
the concept because "ther€ has
bem no ad!"ncement in that cate-
gary for a long time."

Sometimes real life is at! inspira-
tioi- A6 the father of a 4-yea.r-old,
third-place winDer tames C. Cor!
bin of Colunbus Colleqe ofArt &
Desi$ in Ohio knew th;re were no
luchboxes on the ma*et geared
towardlounger chjLlien.

Corbin obsen€d kids at a day-
care center to see raihat kinds of
lumliboxes they could open and
close. Heialso slrflr'eyed parenti to
find oqt What items they typicaily
pack for lmch, then measured the
most pofliar items to ensuje they

"For a long time when the pr0'
fbssion emerg€d in the '20s, it w€s
a pretty much of a boys' club," he
said. But today some of KenrniD-
er's classes are almost even in
terms of number of men and

sign progarns.


