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Deutsch 302 Wintersemester 2014
Sltzung Nr 11 11 02. - Tagesordnung e assﬁgﬁmeﬂt & ﬁeacj ines

Vorige S‘iktZUng:k 'V‘ojka‘bel:‘l‘ .

to experience: erfahren expresses objective and perhaps not deep encounters / events;
erleben expresses major, often emotional encounters that can affect one's outlook on life;
erleiden is timited to medical situations (experience pain, etc.

experience (noun): Erfahrung refers to skills or to relatively superficial events; Erlebnis
means a major event in one's life

kick (a goal) - . } . . stumble -
schiefen kick (a person) - treten (mit dem Ful’ / den Flssen) stolpern
hinken - limp hipfen - hop §upr:ggen -

verrenken - sprain

Das ist gehlpft oder gesprungen - six of one, half a
dozen of the other

rutschen - slip

lausrutschen - slip
and fall

Isneak - schleichen

igleiten - glide |

gorge (geog) -
Schiucht

valley - Tal

Unterlagen u. Grafiken [Zahlen in () beziehen sich auf meine Datenbanksammlung]

Kursbeschreibung
7 Todslnden

Materialien zum Thema Amtsprache, Blirokratie, usw.

ﬂ Schlusselwort/begnff des Tages / der Woche

Blrokratie, Amter, Formulare

Formular- form (document)

Unterlage - supporting
document

Auskunft - information

Blockschrift - print (not
cursive)

Feld - field, blank

Teil - part

eingeben - enter (data)

ausfiilen - fill out

hinschreiben - write down

achten auf - pay attention to

beantworten - answer (takes
direct object, like "Frage")

ausfuhrlich - completely, in
detail

hicht zutreffend - not
applicable, NA

betr (betrifft) - re

Seite - page

Blatt - piece of paper, sheet

Rand - margin

unterschreiben - sign

Unterschrift - signature

bestatigen - confirm, affirm,
testify

in/mit/unter Bezug auf - with
regard/ reference to

\Vorlage - submitted
document; model document

ginreichen - submit, turn in

sich beschweren - complain

http://web.pdx.edu/~fischerw/courses/301_302/html/sitzungen_2014W/11_11_02_2014.html
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annehmen - accept ablehnen - deny, refuse, reject |Beschwerde - complaint
Anlage (O: Beilage) - Anhang - attachment .
attached document (printed) |(electronic) angehangt - attached

SchWerpunkté (Z@Eﬂheﬁerk?émﬁg) ‘

« SmallTalk: Nach Wunsch, aber hoffentlich mit unseren Themen verbunden. Heute: Es hat
gescheit!

leiter Uber Geldsachen u. Erfolg im Leben/Beruf: 1) Unsere Begriffe vom "Erfolg"; 2)
Bespiel Vico Torriani: sound file; text
. wueder Hanna und ihre Erfahrung, damit wir die Zahlen richtig verstehen: B @ﬁspﬂei Hanna
) !(1»:‘4, bt /i /7‘/

<http:/ivww.bafoeg.bmbf.del/de/190.php>

« Zur Ablenkung: Sieben Todsilinden //@5 l (fﬂv ﬁ( i""”“ 2 \ //Mﬁ,,,g it Ltse Wj;f?/{d/
« Arbeitslosigkeit - unsere Erfahrungen »5 ) } Freh £ /WMW - ;)ug?,ﬁ

« Arbeitslosigkeit - "Unzumutbarkeit” — /[Ogvie @/A/"v“ 7 thenks | 5o / )WW,

= SpeakEasy-Sachen: Geldsachen (Papier usw; spéter: Geld/Kontoverwaltung); unsere (zi,%ﬂ by e /

neueste Papierlieferung - falsch!; neue Kartenarten; Google-Doc Datei ("Mutter" / "Happy
Mother's Day") - die Grutexte und ihre Probleme / Feiertage und ihre Probleme)

« Weiter Uber Wohnverhéltnisse (a): Mieterrechte - Diese Rechte des Mieters sollten
Vermieter kennen °

« Weiter Uber Wohnverhéltnisse (b): eine Horverstindnisiibung: Wohnen mit Kindern
« Weiter (iber Wohnverhéltnisse (c): unsere Erfahrungen (Erlebnisse!?) mit Mitbewohnern
« Wrap up: assignments for the week and preparation for next meetlng see below

Aufgabe(n) (aﬁsagnmem & deaeﬁme&)

= Due Tuesday, 4 February: Schulung und frithe Arb@gtserfahrung Waﬁ getan, was
gelernt?

« Due Tuesday, 11 January: Transcribe and translate a broadcast segment about
;mpmvmg training of women in technical @ccupatmns

Vorbereltung auf die nachste(n) Stunde(n) ‘
* Explore issues of bureaucracy, practical law, dealmg with personal problems by e
Vorschau auf di“ ﬁachs{e(n) Aufgabe(ﬁ) ﬂﬁd Sitzung(en) ‘ |

» Reading (English) about educational standards, with a reﬂectlon in Engllsh about your own
education in specific subject areas.
+ Reading about bureaucracy, loans, renting.

http://web.pdx.edu/~fischerw/courses/301_302/html/sitzungen_2014W/11_11_02_2014.htm} Page 2 of 2



Mint-DaF 2014 / Erwin Tschirner <mint-daf@uni-leipzig.de>
Re: Expertehworkshop 24-6. Juli Leipzig

February 10, 2014 12:55:13 AM PST

"Fischer William B." <fischerw @pdx.edu>

1 Attachment, 1.4 KB

Sehr geehrter Herr Fischer,

vielen Dank far lhre positive Rickmeldung. Wir freuen uns sehr Uber lhre Teilnahme und werden Ihnen zeitnah weitere
Informationen zu unserem Workshop zukommen lassen.

Mit freundlichen GriBen

LA,
Jupp Mdéhring
Tagungskoordination

Am 10.02:2014 09:20, schrieb Fischer William B.:
Sehr geehrte Kolleginnen und Kollegen,

Ich danke lhnen flr Ihre Einladung und méchte ganz gerne am Expertenworkshop MINT/DaF teilnehmen. Ich bitte um
Entschuldigung wegen der Verschiebung meiner Rickmeldung - das hangt mit anderen Reisepldnen zusammen, die
ich erst vor einigen Tagen erledigt habe.

Ich hoffe, meine Bewerbung kann immer noch bericksichtigt werden und freue mich im voraus auf die evtl.
Zusammenarbeit.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen

Bill Fischer

i,

&% Portland State
Ty

mgﬁ - LM E

William B. Fischer, Ph.D.

Professor of German

Department of World Languages & Literatures

Portland State University < PO 751 - Portland OR 97207-0751

TEL 503 725-5285 « FAX 503 725-5276

email: fischerw @pdx.edu

personal & professional website: http://web.pdx.edu/~fischerw

Cosmolingua Language Learning Software website: www.cosmolingua.pdx.edu
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Divided they stand

» gut, liver, breast and the endometrial lining
of the womb constantly proliferate, multi-
plying the opportunities for mutation.
Cancer of the heart, whose muscle cells
last undivided for their owner’s lifetime, is
all butunknown.

As to the causes, smoking aside, the
remedies that circulate in the popular
imagination seem almost irrelevant. Eat
your vegetables or don't; there is little evi-
dence it makes a huge difference. Worry
about radiation if you must, but even the
accident at Chernobyl pushed the local
death rate (from all causes) up by only 1%.
Ditto chemical pollution. In the Love Ca-
nal scandal in upstate New York a school
builtin the1950s on thesite of an old chem-
ical tip was expected to increase the risk of
cancer. It did not. As to mobile-phone use
or living near electricity transmission
lines—well, just grow up. If you really want
to avoid cancer, don’t smoke (30% of can-
cers are caused by smoking), and don't be
fat and lazy (cbesity and inactivity account
for a further 20%). A mixed and balanced
diet helps (0-25% of cancers can be attrib-
uted to poor diet), but faddily eating lots of
this or none of that will not. Alcohol ac-
counts for a further 4% of cancers, so not
drinking helps a bit as well.

Clifton Leaf, a business journalist, takes
a different tack from Mz Johnson. His inter-
estis personal, toc. He had Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma as a teenager. But his book is less a
description of the disease, and more a rant
against the huge cancerresearch appara-

tus, both public and private, that has -

grown up in America in the wake of the
National Cancer Act. This spends $16 bil-
lion a year but has still, in his view, failed to
make much of a dentin the problem.

Mr Leaf’s main peint is that although

" . the standardised death rate for cancer in

America (ie, adjusted for changes over
time in the size and age of the population)
hasindeed fallen, the total number of can-

- cer deaths in the country has risen by 74%

since1970.That difference is explained by a
growing and ageing population, but it still

stands in contrast to the figure for deaths
from heart disease, which has fallen by 19%
in the same time in the same population.

Mir Leaf is critical of what he sees as a
piecemeal effort that has been captured,
because of flaws in the original legislation,
by individual researchers pursuing indi-
vidual agendas rather than being the goal-
directed, co-ordinated project, similar to
the moon-shot, that many had in mind
backin theig7os. Atthe same time, though,
those agendas have become more and
more conservative in order to appeal to the
risk-averse committees who dole out the
dollars. Radical thinking and serendipity
have thus been squeezed out.

These are both fair criticisms, though
possibly incompatible ones; a goal-direct-
ed, moon-shot operation requires strong
central direction and is the opposite of “let-
ting 1,000 flowers bloom”. At different
points in the book he recommends both
approaches. Fair too is his other criticism
that research is directed too much towards
cure and not enough towards prevention.
But in the end, the prescriptions do not
quite match the problem. Nowhere in Mr
Leaf’s final-chapter list of seven thingsto
do to deal with cancer is the advice: stop
smoking; stop eating too much; and get off
your backside and do some exercise. &

Gemm economic history

NVhere the angst
comes from

The Downfall of Money: Germany’s
Hyperinflation and the Destruction of the
Middle Class. By Frederick Taylor.
Bloomsbury; 416 pages; $30 and £25 -

ERMANS are terrified of inflation.
German politicians (and their col-
leagues in the euro zone) understand this,
though mostly they ignore it as they try
and steer their way out of the euro crisis.
By the end of “The Downfall of Money” it
is clear why these fears are so deeply em-
bedded. At the root of the trauma lie the
events of 1923, when the German currency
plummeted from 7,500 Reichsmarks to the
dollar to a rate of 2.5 trillion.

This is not just a story of financial mis-
management. The dice were loaded
against Germany as soon as it became
clear, late in 1918, that it would lose the first
world war. As often happens, the winners
wrote the history and set the terms for
peace. The Treaty of Versailles, signed in
1919 but not finalised until 1921, was de-
signed by the allies;to suck dry what was
left of Germany. Worse still, France entered
and occupied Germany’s industrial heart-
land, the Ruhr and the Rhine, in January
1923, making it even harder for Germany to

Booksandarts 91

keep upits reparation payments.

Add to that a weak central government,
threatened daily by extremists on the left
and right, and it is remarkable that the
world’s second-biggest economy didn’t
disintegrate. Frederick Taylor, who has
written several books on this era, is careful
to blame no one—except perhaps the
French. He is quick to offer parallels with
the recent financial crisis, when many gov-
ernments turned to -quantitative easing
(buying assets with newly created money)
to avoid recession or even depression. And -
his book has suggestions about where the’
world may be heading if itis not careful.

Living in hyperinflationary Germany
was very hard, unless you had a good sup-
ply of dollars. For civil servants, whose sal-
aries never kept up, and savers, whose
holdings shrank to nothing, it was a slide
into poverty and worse. Manual labourers
were better rewarded than white-collar
workers. Landlords earned a pittance in
rent. Pensioners starved. House-buyers
had a better time of it; at least their mort-
gages shrank to nothing. For the quick-
witted it was a game of barter and raiding
the countryside where mostpeople atleast
were not starving. Two million migrated
back to the land from German towns.
Fat cats thrived by trading property and
black-market goods and so did a handful
of industrialists.

. Karl Helfferich, a nationalist politician,
Hans Luther, the finance minister, and
Hjalmar Schacht, who later became Hit-
ler’s economics minister became intent on
currency reform. Helfferich first proposed
the idea of a currency indexed to the price
of rye and other agricultural products.
That evolved into the introduction of a
“gold” mark whose issuance was severely
restricted by a new bank, called the Ren-
tenbank. Justin time, asit happened.

Things came to a head in November
1923. The cenfral government was nearly
toppled by the. communists and socialists .
in Hamburg, Saxony and Thuringia, and
by Hitler and his Nazi party in Bavaria. The
putsches failed, although Hitler lived to
fight another day.

The gold mark came in on November
15th, and the paper mark settled down to a
rate of 4.2 trillion to the dolar by the end of
the year. Germany became stable enough
to attract foreign investment and a huge
American loan. But the residual fear of
hyperinflation helped Hitler’s rise to pow-
er a decade later. Mr Taylor notes similar-
ities between the Treaty of Versailles and
European economic and monetary union.
‘Both, broadly, were attempts to tie down
Europe’s giant and help prevent another
war. Versailles failed. As for the gu, this
book, if written five years ago, would have
had a happy ending, he says. Now “Ger-
many finds itself widely hated...and the
root of the problem is, once more, a
currency in difficulties.” @
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A safe pair of hands

BERLIN

Perceptions of Germany’s chancellor, whois hkely to winre-election on

UPERSIZED and without commentary,
a pair of hands went up the other day

* on the side of a building just outside Ber-

lin’s main train station, with Germany’s
parliament and government buildings in
clear view. The idiosyncratic bracing of
thumb and fingers made the digits on the-
poster instantly recognisable as belonging
to Angela Merkel, who is up for re-election
as chancellor on September 22nd. The
“Merkel thombus” has become something
of asymbol.

Asked about it, she replies, in a disarm-

. ing and characteristic deadpan, that she

adopted the position to solve a practical
problem, as any trained scientist would
(she earned her php with a dissertation on

"quantum chemistry). The problem was

what to do with those hands. The solution
was to neutralise them against each other,
which happens to be pleasingly symmetri-

- cal and also pushes the shoulders up, im-

proving posture.

September 22nd are completely different at home and abroad

The explanation is pure Merkel—unpre-
tentious, pragmatic, artfully plain. With a
similarly choreographed candour she has
letit be known that she likes to cook potato
soup for her husband (a scientist who oth-
erwise stays out of public view). She does
her own shopping, cccasionally getting
lost in the supermarket aisles. Mrs Metkel
“fits the cliché that we Germans have of
ourselves: frugal, sombre, awkward and a
bit unpolished in a likeable way,” says
Ralph Bollmann, author of one of a ream
of biographies published this year. That
common touch, he thinks, is why the Ger-

mans 'idenﬁfy so much with their chancel-

lor that in the past few years they have
started to call her Mutti—“Mum?”.

The rthombus makes for a striking post-
er. Astelling, though,is what the huge post-
er lacks. There is only one tiny bit of text:
the initials cpu, tucked in the corner. They
stand for the Christian Democratic Union,
the centreright party that Mrs Merkel

leads, a big tent of churchgoers, conserva-
tives and free-market liberals. Parties and
platforms, not personalities, are supposed

" to play the lead role in German parliamen-

tary elections. But this time, for the cpu,
Mizs Merkel’s person is the platform.

What is that platform’s content? Out-
side Germany, Mrs Merkel is identified
above all with a particular stance in the
euro crisis, one which says it can only be
solved with “austerity” (meaning brutal
budget cuts) on the part of formerly profli-
gate governments and wider economic re-
forms to make the entire euro zone com-
petitive again. This explains the cheeky
banners Irish football fans held up during
last year’s European championship: “An-
gela Merkel thinks we’re at work”. It also
accounts for the odious posters of Mrs
Merkel defaced with a Hitler moustache
brandished by demonstrators in Greece.

Ganz, Schon, Lustig

Germans see things dliferently Mis Merkel
has achieved close to nothing of what she
promised in previous election manifestos.

“There has been no overall tax simplifica-

tion, for example, only a few giveaways to
special interests. She has undertaken no
big reform~the last one, liberalising Ger-

.many’s labour market, occurred a decade

ago under her predecessor, Gerhard
Schréder. Where she has made bold do-
mestic changes, above all in deciding to
give up nuclear power after the 20m disas-
ter at Fukushima in Japan, she has been
adopting policies already favoured by the
opposition parties. To Germans, therefore,
Mrs Metkel is the opposite of ideological.
She is a caregiver, like a Mutti, not a task-
master, like her Irish or Greek caricatures.
By temperament, Mrs Merkel tries to
slow political processes down. She also
tries to break down problems into discrete
units, observing and testing each solution
separately before moving onto the next, as
a good scientist would. That is what she
has done in successive Brussels summits
dealing with the euro crisis. Where the
world saw a dogmatic Prussian forcing
others to be disciplined, the Germans saw
a chancellor giving ground to demands
from crisis countries and France (on bail-
outs, rescue funds and banking union), but
cautiously and in the smallest possible in-
crements. As taxpayers; Germans felt she
was protecting them even as they under-
stood that more concessions might follow:
Mr Bollmann sees this ability to accustom
the Germans gradually to new realities,
and to know when they are ready to accept
more, as Mrs Merkel’s particular genius.
Her “politics of small steps” is commu-
nicated in a way her countrymen appreci-
ate and foreigners find baffling. Mrs Merkel
speaks with soothing tones and simple, re-
assuring phrases which often have little
content—a “sanitised Lego language, snap-

ping together prefabricated phrases made »




» of hollow plastic,” as Timothy Garton Ash’

at Oxford University describes it. In part,

Mr Garton Ash allows, this is just the mod-

ern German fashion. “Because of Hitler,
the palette of contemporary German polit-
ical rhetoric is deliberately narrow, cau-

tious, and boring.” But Mrs Merkel has tak- ‘

en it to new extremes of moderation.

Peer Steinbriick, who as leader of the
Social Democrats (spD) is her main rivalin
-the elections, parodies her well. When he
says, “A good foundation is the best pre-
condition for a solid basis in Europe, ladies
and gentlemen,” it usually brings the
house down because it really does sound
like Mrs Merkel. In so doing it allows Mr
Steinbriick to position himself, in contrast,
as one who dishes out “straight talk”—Klar-
text. To Mr Steinbriick’s frustration, how-
ever, his straight talk often leads to gaffes.
When he says that he would not pay less
than €5 ($6.63) for a bottle of Pinot Grigio
the German public spends a few days af-
fecting outrage that a Social Democrat

. with blue-collar interests at heart would
say such a thing. But when Mrs Merkel
does her Mutti-talk, she gets away with it.

A more personal lunge at Mrs Merkel
over the euro crisis missed the mark. Try-
ing to make her incrementalism into a
shortcoming, Mr Steinbriick suggested
that Mrs Merkel Jacked “feeling” for the
European project because she spent the
first 36 years of her life in East Germany;,
outside the European Communities from
which the U grew. It is true that she has a
different (though not necessarily lesser)
emotional connection to the U than that
felt, say, by Helmut Kohl, the pro-French
¢pU chancellor who oversaw German re-
unification and the conception of the euro
and who brought Mrs Merkel into national
politics. But as Mr Steinbriick discovered, a
lot of people were offended that he could
suspect Mrs Merkel of insufficient euro-
passion merely because she grew up an
Ossi (easterner).

A good bit of what passes for campaign
fisticuffs between these two politicians is
in factkabuki. They know and respecteach
other. In Mrs Merkel’s first term, from 2005
fo 2009, she led a “grand coalition” be-
tween the cpU and the spD (see chart 1)
with Mr Steinbriick as her finance minis-
ter. They worked well together. When the
financial crisis struck in 2008, the two gave
a joint press conference to assure German
savers that their bank deposits were safe.
That image endures as the moment when

- the German public calmed down.

Both are also known for a wry sense of
humour. In Mr Steinbriick’s case, it is
broadly ironic (he blames his Danish
grandmother for teaching it to him). Mrs
Merkel’s humour tends nowadays to be
low-key and reserved for private occa-
sions, or at least situations removed from
the public glare. The block of flats in which
she lives has fewer tenants than it did, for

Once and future chancellors

security reasons; so her doorbell, marked
discreetly with her husband’s name,
Sauer, sits in a row with others marled
Ganz, Schon, Lustig, Schon, Ganz (roughly

translated: really quite funny, quite really). -

She is also a woman of culture and emo-
tion. The risk of controversy does not stop
her attending the Wagner festival in Bay-
reuth every summer; while she will sit
through and enjoy the Ring Cycle, her par-
ticular favourite is said to be “Tristan and
Isolde”, with its morbid and tragic beauty.

A good foundation

One of the problems for the spp and the
other large opposition party, the Greens, in
running against Mrs Merkel is that, in an
admirable display of responsibility, they
both voted with her at every step in the
euro-rescue. Yes, the Greens, in particular,
would have liked to go faster and would
have been open to Eurobonds (issued sep-
arately by each euro-zone government but
guaranteed by all), which Mrs Merkel has
ruled out. Bolder action at the beginning

might have nipped the crisis in the bud,
says Jiirgen Trittin, aleading Green; instead
Mrs Merlkel “always delays, then eventual-
ly does what we said”. But to most Ger-
mans, this just sounds like nitpicking.

More annoyingly for Mr Trittin, voters
now have the same blurred view of the
parties’ differences in energy policy. For
most of the 30 years since the Greens en-
tered parliament, their signature demand
was for Germany to say Nein, Danke to nu-
clear power. Having previously backed nu-
clear power, in the days after Fukushima,
Mrs Merkel made the most abrupt volte-
face of her career. She decided to start turn-
ing the plants off and to exitnuclear power
altogether by 2022. )

For the Greens, this should have been a
huge victory. Instead, it allowed Mrs Mer-
kel to neutralise the entire subject. The

Energiewende (“energy turn”), which also

encompasses a large and generously subsi-
dised push into renewable energy, means
putting up prices when in competitors
such as America energy is getting cheaper;
this looks worrying to some businesspeo-
ple. But there is a consensus behind it
amongall the main parties. Mr Trittin is re-
duced to bickering about operational de-
tails (power lines and so forth) rather than
attacking Mrs Merkel head-on.

This is part of a pattern that has been
called Merkelvellianism. By -small, sly
moves, Mrs Merkel has inched the cpu
leftward, poaching one policy after anoth-
er from her centre-left rivals. For decades
the cpu favoured military conscription.
Then Mrs Merkel abolished the draft, as
the left wanted. When the spp and Greens
promised a minimum wage, Mrs Merkel
quickly put forth a similar idea (albeit with
flexible wage floors across regions and in-
dustries). When old-age poverty became
the issue earlier this year, she promised to
provide higher pensions for -older moth-

ers. When the left called for rent controls’

this summer, she supported them, too. On
only one weighty subject does she square-
ly oppose the left. They want to raise taxes;
she doesnot.
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b Mr Steinbriick reaches for every avail-
able metaphor to paint Mrs Merkel asa pla-
giarist lacking any conviction. Living in a
country run by her is like driving endlessly
round a roundabout—few fender benders
but also no direction; her finger doesn’t
point the way but only measures which
way the wind is blowing: and so forth. Mrs
Merkel drives some people in her own cen-
tre-right camp just as batty. A book by a vet-
eran cpu adviser calls her Germany’s
“godmother”—in the mafia, not the mater-
nal, sense—a person with no values who
betrays the ones held by the cpu whenev-
er it suits her. Peter Kohl, the estranged son
of the former chancellor, has said that he
will abstain from voting because Germany
now has, in effect, three social-democratic
parties: the spp, the Greens and Mrs Mer-
kel’s cou. Outside Germany, she is seen as
unbending. (“Austeritit, that new word: it
sounds so evil,” Mrs Merkel jokes in her
aw-shucks way) Inside Germany, she
looks as stiff as a plateful of spaghetti.

The best precondition '

There is strategic method in her flexibility.

By creeping into the political terrain of the

opposition parties, Mrs Merkel hopes to re-

duce their supporters’ readiness to go to
the polls. In doing so she knows that she
will induce some cpU supporters to stay
at home, too. But as long as she dampens
turnoutmore for the parties of the left than
for her own, she wins. Her political consul-

tants call it “asymmetric demobilisation”. -

It is not-an elegant or very principled
strategy, but it seems a workable one. The
CDu is the strongest party, with about 40%
in most polls. Though it will not secure an
absolute majority, most coalition scenari-
os play out well for Mrs Merkel. One pos-
sibility is a continued partnership be-
tween the cpu, its Bavarian sister party
(the csu) and the liberal Free Demociats
(FDP), her current coalition partner. Anoth-
er possibility, which would provide a big-
ger majority but trickier internal politics, is
a grand coalition between the cpu and
the spp like the one that Mrs Merkel ran in
her first term. Mr Steinbriick has said that
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he would not serve in such a government
again, but thatis notin itself a deal breaker.

A third option is a pact with the Greens.
This is less likely because the Greens are at
the moment further to the left than the spp
on such issues as tax hikes. But there are
moderate greens, especially in south-west-
ern Germany. And the party, which shares
power in six states, and has shared it with
the cDU at state level in the past, is hungry
for areturn to federal government.

By contrast, an SPD-Green coalition, the
only one that Mr Steinbriick has said he
would aceept, has almost no chance of
winning ‘a majority. The only remaining
risk to Mrs Merkel is thus an alliance be-
tween all the parties of the left, including
the party called the Left. But the Leftis a pa-
riah in mainstream politics because of its
roots in East Germany’s communist party
and its goal of leaving or dissolving NaTO.
Mr Steinbriick ‘wants no part in such a
“red-red-green” pact, though others in his
party could enter one without him.

Mrs Merkel thus has a good chance of

staying in power. A victory would not be
an endorsement of her domestic record,
since that record is muddled. Instead, it
would show that Germans forgive her for
not having clear visions at home because
she has governed during such unusual
times. The global financial crisis began in
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her first term and spilled over into the euro
crisis in her second. Disaster management
took precedence over domestic reform,

And Germany has without question
managed the crisis well (see chart 2). Tax
revenues are gushing; the federal govern-
ment could start repaying its debt in 2015,
Youth unemployment is the lowest in Eu-
rope. Part of this is down to luck. Germany
happensto be good at making the industri-
al goods that strong economies like China
have been demanding. Part of itis down to
Mr Schroder’s reforms, which made Ger-
many’s labour market more flexible. But -
what Germans see is that, while many of
itS EU partners are struggling, Germany un-
der Mrs Merkellooks strong.

If Mrs Merkel has a vision, it is that the
euro zone and the entire EU should be-
come strong, too. “I experienced the col-
lapse of the German Democratic Republic,
I don’t want to see the rU falling behind,”
she has said. Her advisers believe that the
trauma of 1989 informs her view of the
euro zone today. Mrs Merkel often adds a
statistic: that Europe has 7% of the world’s
population, 25% of its output and 50% of its
welfare spending. This is her way of warn-
ing that the status quo may not be afford- -
able for much longer.

A solid basis in Europe

Europe “has no legal right to be leading in
world history,” she says. “So we have to be
careful that solidarity also leads to results,
lest we all get weak together.” This mes-
sage is aimed in part at France, Germany’s

" longtime partner, which is not reforming

as fast as Mrs Merkel would like. In part,
she is addressing Spain, Portugal and
Greece, to encourage them to keep reform-
ing. And in part she is talking, softly but
sternly, to the Germans, lest they forget
that as recently as the 1990s, Germany was
called “the sick man of Europe”.

" Keeping the European family healthy
takes never-ending hard work and forbear-
ance, says the Protestant pastor’s daughter
and Mutti of her nation. For an otherwise
protean woman, such sentiments proba-
bly do come from conviction. &




