
KONTEXT 20  Was empfehlen Sie? S T R U C T U R E S

1 Past tense of
modal verbs (können
müssen wollen): the
main vowel is more
regular than it is in
present tense

1 )  A l l  p a s t  f o r m s  o f  t h e  v e r b  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  v o w e l

2 )  N o  m o d a l  v e r b  h a s  a n  u m l a u t  i n  p a s t  t e n s e
present: i ch /er / s i e / e s  kann |  w ir /S i e  können
past : i c h / e r / s i e / e s  k o nnte |  w i r / S i e  k o nnten
present: i ch /er / s i e / e s  muß |  w ir /S i e  müssen
past : i c h / e r / s i e / e s  m ußte |  w i r / S i e  m ußten
present: i c h / e r / s i e / e s  w i l l |  w i r / S i e  w o l l e n
past : i c h / e r / s i e / e s  w o l l te |  w i r / S i e  w o l l ten

2 Direct and
indirect questions
differ in word order –
much as in English

D i r e c t  q u e s t i o n s :  v e r b  p r e c e d e s  s u b j e c t
Wo ist  d i e  Kasse ?  •  W i e  kommen  wir  dahin?

I n d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n s :  s u b j e c t  p r e c e d e s  v e r b
S i e  w i s s e n  s c h o n ,  w o  d i e  Kasse ist ?
S a g e n  S i e  u n s  b i t t e ,  w i e  wir  dahin kommen .

3 Basic principle of
gender of adjectives
and their “case”
(=function in the
sentence)

U s e  s t r o n g  s i g n a l s  l i k e  - r ,  - e ,  - s ,  -m  e a r l y
der  nächs te  Bus  •  d i e s er  B u s  •  a u f  d em  Rhein

I f  t h e r e  i s  n o  a r t i c l e  ( d e r / d i e / d a s ) ,  u s e  t h e
s i g n a l  o n  t h e  f i r s t  a v a i l a b l e  a d j e c t i v e

besser es  Wetter •  heiß e  Schokolade  •  be id e  L in ien

L I N K S  T O OVERVIEW G L O S S A R Y D I A L O G S T A B L E  O F  C O N T E X T S



KONTEXT 21  Dom S T R U C T U R E S

1 Word order: the
grammatical subject
is more tightly linked
to the verb in German
than it is in English

S u b j e c t  a n d  v e r b  a r e  a l m o s t  n e v e r  s e p a r a t e d
Ich wo l l t e  s o  g e r n e  d i e  S t a d t  f o t o g r a f i e r e n .
I  r e a l l y  wanted to  take  p i c tures  the  c i ty .

T h e  s u b j e c t  f a i r l y  o f t e n  a p p e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  v e r b
Links  sehen Sie … On the  l e f t  you  see …
Wenn S ie  ke ine  f inden ,  können  Sie  übera l l  in  den

Geschäf ten  Tour is tenart ike l  bekommen.

2 Word order: multi-
part verbs bracket
an “inner field”

Ich wo l l t e  [ so  gerne  von  dor t  oben  d i e  S tadt ]
fo togra f i eren .  ( I  wanted to  photograph …)

Sie  s te igen  [an  der  dr i t ten  Hal tes te l l e ]  aus .
(You’ l l  g e t  o f f  a t…)

3 Multiple adjective
endings: after using
the strong signal
(r/e/s/n/m), add -e or
-en as endings for
additional adjectives

U s e  - e  w i t h  t h e s e  h i g h - f r e q u e n c y  e l e m e n t s
s ingu lar  nouns  as  subjec t s  or  d irec t  objec t s
e ine  schön e  Auss icht  •  der  nächs t e  Bus

U s e  - e n  w i t h  o t h e r ,  l o w e r - f r e q u e n c y  e l e m e n t s
a l l  p lura l  pa t terns :  d i e  Vere in ig t en  Staaten
indirec t  objec ts  and  many prepos i t iona l  phrases :
Br ingen  S ie  dem jung en  Mann e in  Glas  Wasser .
im ers t en  S t o c k  •  a n  d e r  g r o ß en  Tafe l

L I N K S  T O OVERVIEW G L O S S A R Y D I A L O G S T A B L E  O F  C O N T E X T S


