SOC 310:  PRESENTATION 
1.Your group will be given a statement of the presentation topic and the issues to be explored as well as some sources to use for that exploration.  Your task will be to develop a presentation for the class out of these materials.   You may do additional research if you wish to.  Please consult with your mentor about this.  You must use power point or some other form of digital visual communication. [Scanned documents, websites, and video clips may also be used.]   
2.The total time for the presentation is 40 minutes including a Q&A.  The formal part of the presentation should be no longer than 30 minutes.
3.Not all members of the group will be required to present.  Everyone must take an active role in developing the presentation and those who don’t present should take more responsibility for tasks such as developing the materials that will be part of the presentation.

4.At the end of the presentation, the class will fill out an evaluation form.  

5.The presentation should begin by clearly explaining the questions/issues that will be explored during the presentation.  A good introduction provides an overview of the entire presentation, articulating the themes that tie the different parts together, so that as the presentation proceeds, the audience has a sense of how the different parts fit in to the whole.  The presentation should have a very logical structure so that the audience can easily follow the arguments you are making.  The information you want to impart should be organized in a logical order and should be presented in a form (tables, charts, numbered lists, etc.) that is as easy as possible to grasp.

6.You should practice the presentation at least once to make sure that it is not too long and that all of the important ideas can be presented in the time allowed.

7. During your presentation you may want to summarize some of your information and direct students to supporting material that you may hand out or post on the class website.  On balance, however, most of the information should be condensed sufficiently so that you can present the key arguments and data.

Process and Timeline
1.Your presentation topic is divided into subtopics.  Your presentation group will be divided into subgroups who will each take responsibility for one subtopic.  You will need to be aware of what all the other groups are doing so that the parts of the presentation fit together. 
2. Your first step will be to work with your subtopic group to gather the resources assigned for your subtopic.  If you are using articles these should be downloaded and printed out.  If you will be using websites, you should download and print out the most relevant sections/pages from the website.  If you have problems accessing any of these resources you should ask your group mentor for assistance.

3. April 23  The next step in your process will be to prepare a summary of your information.  This summary is due April 23--digital and hard copy both required.  Email the summary to your peer mentor by 12 noon and bring enough copies for the entire presentation group to class with you.  The summary should take the form of a detailed outline of the following information:
a)the important ideas and arguments for your subtopic and b)for each argument, supporting evidence and citations to the sources for that evidence.

Your presentation group will have time to meet in class on April 23.  Each subtopic group will present their summary.  At the end of the meeting, the presentation group should be able to identify the main themes that tie the different sections of the presentation together.

You may want to revise your summary in light of what other groups are doing.

Your final summary must be emailed to your group mentor no later than 12:00 pm on April 28.

Turning your draft and final summary in on time will be part of your grade for attendance and participation.  Late submissions will affect your final grade.
4. May 5  Draft of your subgroup’s visual presentation is due—digital and hard copy both required (with the exception of any parts of the presentation that include video clips, animation, etc.) Email your subgroup’s presentation to your group mentor by 12 noon.  
Your presentation group will meet during the second part of the class on May 5.  Each subgroup will present and get feedback from the group.  You will decide on an introduction to the presentation and on transitions from one subtopic to the next.  The group will appoint a team to pull the different subtopic segments together into a draft of the whole presentation.  
5. May 14  Draft of the entire presentation is to be emailed to your group mentor by 12 noon.  Your presentation group will meet to go over this draft and finalize the presentation.  The FINAL draft of your presentation is due one week prior to your presentation.  It must be emailed to your group mentor by 5 pm.  This will give enough time for your presentation team to practice/time the presentation and for you to get some final feedback from the mentor.  
6. Your individual grade for the presentation will be based on the students’ evaluation of the presentation, the instructors’ and mentors’ evaluation of the entire presentation as well as your subgroup’s part of the presentation.  Your individual grade for the presentation will also be affected by your subgroup members’ evaluation of your contribution to the work of the group. Failure to submit assignments (draft and final summary, draft and final presentation) on time will lower your grade on this assignment (e.g. B+ to B)
