Race appears to be a biological reality.  However, it is more accurately understood to be a social fact.  In other words, race is socially constructed in particular historical contexts.  One way to gain insight into this process of social construction is to look at the process through which different groups in the US have moved from non-white to white.  What do the readings for this week tell us about this process?

Black people, Native Americans, and many Latinos (e.g., Puerto-Rican Americans, Mexican Americans) have experienced persistent inequality over generations.  One common way that people explain these persistent inequalities is to focus on the culture of these particular groups and to contrast their culture to the dominant culture or to the culture of other groups, such as Jewish immigrants or West Indian immigrants, who have “made it” by moving into the middle class.  What does this week’s reading have to say about such explanations?  What alternative explanations do the authors (Brodkin and Steinberg) present?
The following 3 questions relate to the article by Hondagneu-Sotelo:

The rise and fall of employers’ demand for low-wage labor has affected immigration policy.  How do we see this effect in the history of Mexican immigration to the US?  
In what ways has immigration policy encouraged the growth of settled, urban-based immigrant communities?
One impact of IRCA (passed by Congress in 1986) was an increase in the proportion of women among undocumented immigrants. Why?

According to Padin and Smith, what are the main ideas or themes of CTR’s “curriculum” on immigrants and immigration?   What are differences and similarities in the way that CTR discusses African Americans and immigrants?

According to Andrea Smith, what role did the Indian Boarding Schools play in the colonization of Native American people?  What long-term effect did these schools have on Native American communities? 

What are some of the main arguments made by advocates for reparations?  What are the different forms that reparations could take?
