Prison-Industrial Complex
Over the past two decades, the number of violent offenders has not grown, yet the prison population is skyrocketing.   What role has the “prison-industrial complex” played here?  What is the “prison-industrial complex”?  When and why did it emerge?  What groups benefit from it?  What impact has it had on our society as a whole?  What groups have been particularly harmed by its policies?  What alternative policies are being proposed?

OVERVIEW:  How is the “prison-industrial complex” like the military-industrial complex? What are its main features?
What are the main groups involved in the complex?  How has the prison-industrial complex affected Oregon?

Everyone in the group should read pages 51-55 of the article by Eric Schlosser, “The Prison-Industrial Complex,” Atlantic Monthly, December 1998.

and the following article: Edward Walsh, “Prison Costs Shackling Oregon,” The Oregonian, April 22, 2007
I. Sub-topic One: Impact of the War on Drugs and Mandatory Minimums
“Prisoners of the War on Drugs”—comic book
http://realcostofprisons.org/comics.html
“A 25-Year Quagmire: The War on Drugs and its Impact on American Society,”

http://www.sentencingproject.org/Admin%5CDocuments%5Cpublications%5Cdp_25yearquagmire.pdf

II. Sub-topic Two:  Disparate Impacts

“Prisoners of a Hard Life”—comic book

www.realcostofprisons.org/comics.html
Bruce Western and Betty Pettit, “Beyond Crime and Punishment,” Contexts v. 1, n. 3 (Fall 2002)
III. Sub-topic Three: Corrections as an arena for profitable enterprise: private prisons and prison construction
Schlosser, “Prison-Industrial Complex” Atlantic Monthly, December 1998, pp. 63-71
“Prison-Town: Paying the Price”-comic book
www.realcostofprisons.org/comics.html
“Prisontown Myth: The Promise of Prosperity Hasn’t Come True for Oregon’s Rural Communities,” Ben Jacklet Oregon Business (April, 2008)
 http://www.oregonbusiness.com/.docs/action/detail/rid/32114/pg/10508
IV. Sub-topic Four: Reforming the P-I Complex
Proven Pro-Family Criminal Justice Policies

Texas League of United Latin American Citizens

http://www.realcostofprisons.org/materials/LULAC.pdf
Justice Matters (Spring 2005)

http://www.safetyandjustice.org/files/JM_Spring_2005_Part2.pdf

http://www.safetyandjustice.org/files/JM_Spring_2005_Part3.pdf

“Justice Reinvestment,” Susan B. Tucker and Eric Cadora, Open Society Institute, vol 3, n. 3 (November 2003)

(http://www.soros.org/resources/articles_publications/publications/ideas_20040106/ideas_reinvestment.pdf
 “Calling for Change: campaign challenges 60% markup on prisoner phone calls,” Dollars and Sense (May/June 2006)

http://realcostofprisons.org/materials/Calling-for-change.pdf
“Former Convicts Look Beyond Barriers,” Portland Observer, January 2, 2008

http://www.portlandobserver.com/archiveissue.asp?archivedate=January%202,%202008

Brian Stimson, “Giving Prisoners A Hand,” The Skanner, March 26, 2008

http://www.theskanner.com/index.php?action=artd&artid=6232
Arthur Sulzberger, “Job form Changed to drop felony Question,” The Oregonian, Wednesday, October 31, 2007.

The Prison Payoff: The Role of Politics and Private Prisons in the Incarceration Boom, Brigett Sarabi and Edwin Bender, Section V. “Resisting Prison Privatization”
http://safetyandjustice.org/files/Prison_Payoff_Report_WPP_2000.pdf
