Living Change

Throughout the history of the U.S. people have sought to carve out a social space where they can experiment with alternative ways of living.  We’ll explore three different such experiments: workers’ cooperatives (there are many in the city of Portland), community-supported agriculture (a growing movement to change the relationship between farmers and consumers), and co-housing (not quite a commune, but not your traditional single family household either).  We’ll look at the values these groups have in common, how they attempt to apply these values, how they organize themselves, make decisions, live together, and the challenges they face.

Worker Cooperatives

(Note: focus on worker cooperatives rather than all cooperatives such as producer cooperatives and agricultural cooperatives) 

US Federation of Worker Cooperatives

http://www.usworker.coop/EdResources/SPMEdResources.html

Traci Hukill, “A World Without Bosses?”

http://www.alternet.org/story/23201/
Tim Huet, “A Cooperative Manifesto” Grassroots Economic Organizing Issue 61 (March-April 2004)

http://www.geo.coop/archive.htm
Ajowa Nzinga Ifateyo, “Open Enterprise Cooperative” Grassroots Economic Organizing  Issue 61 (March-April 2004)
http://www.geo.coop/archive.htm
Portland Worker Cooperatives

City Bikes Handbook

People’s Food Coop (member owned and worker run)
http://www.peoples.coop/

Community Supported Agriculture

Overview

http://www.umassvegetable.org/food_farming_systems/csa/
http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/pubs/csa/csa.shtml
http://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/csa.html 

Portland and Oregon

http://portlandcsa.org

Co-Housing

“Where it all Began: Cohousing in Denmark” Danny Milman (http://www.cohousing.ca/history.htm)
CoHousing Association of the United States  (http://www.cohousing.org/default.aspx)
Diana Leafe Christian, Creating a Life Together, New Society Publishers, 2003, Chapter 17

“Co-Housing:Affordable Housing? Geof Kozeny  Communites: Journal of Cooperative Living  #127 (Summer 2005)
“Living with Integrity: My Experience in Cohousing,” Lydia Ferrante-Roseberry, Social Policy (Winter 2002/2003)
(available through electronic journals on PSU library website)
