SOC 310 




EXAM TWO




Spring 2009
DUE at the beginning of class May 7.   Late Penalty: 1 grade interval for each day late.
Guidelines: 

Length: 6-12 double-spaced pages, 12 point font, and 1 inch margins (The number of pages is a guideline not a requirement—although it is unlikely that you can adequately answer all the questions in less than six pages.)
Make an argument, state evidence in support of the argument, use appropriate sources but do not extensively quote from them.  Stick to the questions; be concise.  Cite arguments/examples/evidence as follows: (Christopher, p.2), (Lecture 1/15). For articles in the course packet, use either the article page number or the packet page number.  
Answer all the questions.  You must number each answer & separate by a space.  If not numbered and separated, paper will be marked down or returned. 
For all questions, use assigned readings and lectures.

Plagiarism: Discussing how to answer a question is good learning; copying someone’s answers violates academic rules.

Evaluation Criteria

a)completeness—all available arguments are included and all appropriate examples and evidence in support of the arguments are used. 

b)analysis—the arguments are compelling: clear, logical, concise and supported by the evidence

c)form—correct grammar, no spelling errors, proper citations
Question 1  (20 points)
It has been argued that the US education system (including college/university education) on the whole reproduces the class system.  Two concepts that are used in making this argument are: 1)hidden curriculum and 2)social capital.  Discuss these concepts and how they are used to make the argument that education tends to reproduce the class system, drawing on class lecture and articles by Renny Christopher and Horvat et. al.(pp. 324-347)
Question 2 (25 points)
Jay MacLeod (Ain’t No Makin’ It) and Angela Valenzuela (Subtractive Schooling) present case studies of high school students from poor urban communities.  From their studies, we can draw a comparison of three different groups: white male students, US born students of Mexican heritage, and Mexican immigrant students.  Describe the similarities/differences in students’ attitudes toward and behavior in school, and then, drawing on the articles, explain the reasons for these similarities/differences.  

Question 3 (25 points)
Karen Brodkin  (How Jews Became White Folks) and Stephen Steinberg (The Ethnic Myth) argue against the idea that ethnic cultures can explain why some racial/ethnic groups (for example, Jews, West Indians, Japanese) have been more successful than Black Americans.   What is their alternative explanation?  What evidence do they provide in support of their arguments?  
MORE QUESTIONS ON OTHER SIDE

Question 4  (10 points)

Although recent US government immigration policies have attempted to stop undocumented immigrants from settling in the US, they have actually encouraged undocumented settlement.  What are the policies and how have they encouraged undocumented settlement in the U.S?  (Pierette Hondagneu-Sotelo, “The History of Mexican Undocumented Settlement in the United States”)
Question 5 (10 points) 
Andrea Smith (“Boarding School Abuses and the Case for Reparations”) argues that the coerced education of American Indian children in boarding schools continues to have an impact on Native American communities.  What is her argument?  

Question 6 (10 points)

According to Padin and Smith, (“Death of a Nation: Conservative Talk Radio’s Immigration and Race Curriculum”) what are the main themes when immigrants are discussed on conservative talk radio?  What are the differences and similarities in the way that immigrants and African Americans are discussed on conservative talk radio? 

