Democratizing Elections

The U.S. election system has come under criticism from many directions—the role of money in campaigns, the disenfranchisement of particular groups through voter registration laws, election rules, and voting procedures, and the “winner –take –all” electoral system.  We’ll explore proposals for reforming the election system such as publicly financed elections and instant runoff voting; we’ll investigate “voter suppression” and consider reforms for increasing people’s access to voting.  

Sub-Topic One:  Public Campaign Financing and Portland’s “Voter –Owned Elections” System
pp. 218-227 in article by Dan Clawson, Alan Neustadtl, and Mark Weller, Dollars and Votes in the course packet

http://www.democracyreform.org/?q=cfr
www.oregonfollowthemoney.org/
[action at the federal level: http://www.fairelectionsnow.org/more/summary]
There has been some controversy about Portland’s “Voter Owned Elections”  that you can follow through newspaper articles.  

http://www.portlandmercury.com/portland/Content?oid=33343&category=22101
http://portlandmercury.com/portland/Content?oid=36312&category=22101

http://portlandmercury.com/portland/Content?oid=37586&category=35525
Oregonian Editorial, 8/3/06

Anna Griffin, “Era of Public-Funded Elections May be Short,” The Oregonian (March 13, 2008) p. A1

Willamette Week Editorial  4/26/06

http://www.wweek.com/editorial/3225/7480/?SOURCE=RSS

Jay Mandle, “Victory in Portland” published by Democracy Matters.org

http://www.democracymatters.org/ResearchCenter/Money/Victory_in_Portland.php
Sub-Topic Two:  Instant Runoff Voting (IRV)
An alternative to the “winner take all” electoral system that has been established in some localities.

http://www.instantrunoff.com/
An educational website with demonstrations of IRV

http://www.fairvote.org/irv/whatis2.htm
What are the objections to IRV?  Are they being addressed? And, if so, how?

Minnesota Voters Alliance 

http://www.mnvoters.org/IRV.htm
NC Coalition for Verified Voting

http://www.ncvoter.net/irvfactsorfiction.html
Response to Objections

http://www.fairvote.org/?page=1424
Sub-topic Three:  Disenfranchisement
Laws restricting access to the vote differentially affect low-income and minority people.  We’ll look at two issues: felon disenfranchisement and voter ID

a. Felon Disenfranchisement

How does felon disenfranchisement work? How serious a problem is it for our democracy?  What communities are most affected?  What changes are being proposed?

http://www.sentencingproject.org/pdfs/1046.pdf
“Diminished Voting Power in the Latino Community: The Effect of Felon Disenfranchisement Laws in Ten Targeted States”
http://www.maldef.org/publications/pdf/FEB18-LatinoVotingRightsReport.pdf

“Restoring Voting Rights to Former Felons” 
http://projectvote.org/index.php?id=190

b. Restrictive voter identification requirements
http://projectvote.org/index.php?id=140
“the politics of voter fraud”

http://projectvote.org/fileadmin/ProjectVote/Publications/Politics_of_Voter_Fraud_Final.pdf

http://www.democracyreform.org/?q=photoID
Sub-topic Four: Voter Suppression

Voter suppression refers to various strategies through which voting is made more difficult for targeted groups of voters. These actions tend to be directed at poor and minority voters.

 Strategies include: challenging voters at the polls, failing to supply enough voting machines at the polls, purging voters from the registration rolls (voter caging), restricting “third party” registration.

Voter Caging

http:///projectvote.org/index.php?id=355
Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation
http://www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org/page/-/Deceptive%20Practices%20Network%20Issue%20Paper.pdf
Barriers to Third Party Registration

http://www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org/content/issues_item/barriers_to_third_party_voter_registration/
Distribution of Election Resources
Equitable Distribution of Election Resources

http://www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org/page/-/ELECTION%20RESOURCES.pdf
Election Day Registration
Election Day Registration: A Case Study

http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/Election%20Reform%20Briefing%2016;%20Election-Day%20Registration%20A%20Case%20Study.pdf
“Election Day Registration: a Ground Level View”
http://www.demos.org/pubs/EDR_Clerks.pdf
