SOC 310:  US Society

Spring 2009
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Course Website:  http://web.pdx.edu/~brennerj
Course Description

This course presents a sociological perspective on inequality in contemporary US society with attention to the inter-relationship between economy, social class and politics.  We will consider how systems of race and gender inequality interact with the class system. We will explore not only how power inequalities are institutionalized, but also how people on the downside of power have organized for social change.

Reading

Book:  Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America (Henry Holt & Co, 2001)
The book is available through In Other Words: Women’s Books & Resources.  During the first week of classes, In Other Words will sell books in the Women’s Resource Center.  After that, books may be purchased at the store: 8 NE Killingworth St (just east of Williams). For more information see the last page of the syllabus.
Articles on E-Reserve at the PSU Library. These readings will be indicated with an (E).

Articles on E-Reserve may be downloaded from the PSU Library website through the “course reserves” link on the PSU Library home page.  Go to http://www.pdx.edu/library/ and select “course reserves,” then search by instructor name (Brenner).  Password to access reserves is also the instructor’s name.  You will be able to print out the readings. 

Reading Packet:  Readings in the packet will be indicated with a (P).  
The reading packet is available for purchase online from University Readers.  
The directions for ordering your packet are on the course website.  You should go online and make your order within the first week of the term so that you will receive the reader before you need to use it.  In case you do not receive the reader in time, once you have purchased the reader, you may download the first few readings for free from the University Readers website.  

Assignments
Exams:  There will be three take-home exams. These exams will contain essay questions designed to determine whether you have understood the material presented in lecture, films, and course readings.

Presentation: The class will be divided into five groups, each organized around one topic.  Each topic group will be responsible for making a presentation on their topic to the class.  Presentations will be based on information supplied by the instructor as well as gathered by the group. Presenters will use “power point” or some other visual program.  
Grading:  Exams: 25% each (75% total); Project Presentation: 20%; Attendance and Participation 5%
March 31
Introduction

Part I     Class, Race, Gender, and Work 
We explore the personal, social, economic, and cultural impact of paid work, the unequal distribution of wealth in the U.S., and the experiences of the working-poor. We also look at how the race and gender systems intersect with the class system, particularly in determining what kind of work people have access to and the challenges they face in combining paid and unpaid work.
April 2

Reading:  Barbara Ehrenreich,  Nickel and Dimed, pp. 1-49

April 7

Reading:  Barbara Ehrenreich,  Nickel and Dimed,  pp. 51-141



Arlie Hochschild, “The Nanny Chain” The American Prospect v. 11, no 4 
(January 2000) (E)
April 9

Reading:  Barbara Ehrenreich,  Nickel and Dimed, pp. 141-221



Nguyen, Tram  “Showdown in K-Town” Colorlines  (Spring 2001)  v. 4, no 1 pp. 26-29 (E)

April 14
Reading:  Michael Zweig,  Chapter 1 “The Class Structure of the United States,” 
The Working-Class Majority (Cornell University Press, 2000) (P)





Deirdre A. Royster, Race and the Invisible Hand (University of California press, 2003) pp. 80-


81, 89-103,176-185 (P)
April 16
Exam Due at the beginning of the class period



Part II     Education: Reproducing the Class System
Most people believe that the education system is an avenue for upward social mobility.  In general, however, schooling tends to reproduce existing race and class inequalities.  How does this happen?

April 21
Reading:  Jay MacLeod, Ain’t No Making It (Westview Press, 1987),

pp. 1-4, 112-121 (P); Angela Valenzuela, Subtractive Schooling, (State University of New York Press, 1999) pp. 3-20, 30-32, 172-181 (P)
April 23
Reading:
Horvat, et. al., From Social Ties to Social Capital: Class Differences in the 




Relations Between Schools and Parent Networks, American Educational Research Journal v. 



40, n. 2 (Summer 2003), pp. 324-347 (E); Renny Christopher, “Damned if You 






Do, Damned If You Don’t” Academe July/Aug 2003, vol 89, Issue 4 (E)

Draft of subtopic summaries due.  Digital copy emailed to group mentor by 12:00.
Part III    Colonization and Immigration

Americans tend to assume that cultural differences among ethnic groups explain why some immigrants (e.g., Jews, Italians, Japanese) have been more successful than others (e.g., Mexicans, Puerto Ricans) and more successful than Blacks and Native Americans.  A look at the history of immigration, government policies, and the American economy, offers a different perspective.
April 28
Reading: Karen Brodkin, How Jews Became White Folks, (Rutgers University Press, 





1998), pp. 
38-52 (P)

Stephen Steinberg, “Preface” & pp. 263-284, The Ethnic Myth: Race, Ethnicity & Class in America (Beacon Press, 1989) (P)

Final subtopic summaries due—emailed to group mentor by 12:00.
April 30
Reading: J Pierette Hondagneu-Sotelo, “The History of Mexican Undocumented Settlement in the U.S.” Gendered Transitions: Mexican Experiences of Immigration (University of California Press, 1994) (P)

Jose A. Padin and Shelley Smith, “Death of a Nation: Conservative Talk Radio’s Immigration & Race Curriculum,” Censored 2005 ed, Peter Phillips and Project Censored (Seven Stories Press, 2005) (P)
May 5
Reading: Andrea Smith, “Boarding School Abuses and the Case for Reparations,” Conquest: Sexual Violence & American Indian Genocide (South End Press, 2005) (P)

Draft of sub-topic presentation due: Hard copy due at the beginning of the class period. Digital copy emailed to group mentor by 12:00.
May 7
Exam Due at the beginning of the class period
Part IV    Poverty, Crime, and the Welfare State
Of all advanced industrialized countries, the U.S. has the highest levels of child poverty, the highest rates of homicide, and the least well-developed welfare state.  We explore the connection between these.  We consider the social process through which some groups of people come to be defined as deserving of government help, while others are seen to be individually responsible for their plight and undeserving of support.  We consider the social forces and groups who construct social problems and the laws and policies meant to address them. 

May 12 
Reading: Elliott Currie, “Market, Crime and Community,” Theoretical Criminology, v1, n2 



(1997) (P);  



Marcia K. Meyers and Janet C. Gornick,  “The European Model” The American 






Prospect, November 2004, pp. A21-A22 (E)
May 14
Reading: Glassner, Barry “Narrative Techniques of Fear Mongering” Social Research Winter 2004, v. 71, no 4 pp. 819-826 (E)
May 19
Reading: Joel Best, Random Violence (University of California Press, 1999) pp. 49-56, 63-69 (P); Luker, Kristin  “Is Academic Sociology Politically Obsolete?”  Contemporary Sociology, v. 28, no 1 (Jan, 1999), pp. 5-10 (E)
Part V    Class, Power & Politics
We explore how class power shapes public policy, both within the electoral system and outside of it.  We also consider proposals being made to limit this power as well as the role social movements and grass-roots projects play in challenging power and creating social change.
May 21
Reading: Dan Clawson, Alan Neustadtl, and Mark Weller, Dollars and Votes (Temple 




University Press, 1998) Pp 1-13, 218-227 (P) 



Presentation:  The Prison-Industrial Complex 

May 26
Reading: Paul Kantor, pp. 1-12 from The Dependent City Revisited (Westview Press,1995) (P);



Teresa Huntsinger, “Planning for Clean Air and Environmental Justice,” 








Connections:  the Journal of the Coalition for a Livable Future, v 7, issue 1 (Winter/Spring 



2005) (on course website); Gibson, Karen J. “Bleeding Albina: A History Of Community 



Disinvestment, 1940-2000,” Transforming Anthropology, v. 15, no. 1, (2007), pp. 3-25



Presentation:  Democratizing Elections 
May 28
 Reading: David Pfeiffer, “The Conceptualization of Disability,” pp. 29-52 [google book-use 



 title and author to search] 
June 2

Reading: John D’Emilio, “Capitalism and Gay Identity,” The Gender/Sexuality 



Reader, eds. Roger N. Lancaster and Micaela di Leonardo (Routledge, 1997) (P)




Presentation: The Movement for LGBT Rights 
June 4

Presentation: The Movement for Immigrant Worker’s Rights 



Presentation:  Living Social Change: Community-Supported Agriculture, Worker Co-








Operatives and Co-Housing.
June 11
Exam due in Sociology Department 217 CH no later than 12:00 noon.
Buying Your Books Through In Other Words Bookstore

About Us

In Other Words is a non-profit feminist bookstore and community resource center, located in N/NE Portland. We serve not only as a bookstore that provides feminist and women’s writing, but also as a free meeting space and host to a variety of events such as yoga classes, musical performances, author readings, and writing groups. Our core values include social change through grassroots activism, educating for empowerment, and connecting feminism to all movements for justice.  

Why buy your books through In Other Words?

Buying your books through In Other Words instead of online is an important way that you can support not only your local feminist community but also your local economy.  Over the 13 years that In Other Words has been open, we have watched many of our sister feminist bookstores close their doors. Textbook sales are a huge part of what keeps ours doors open and our community programs thriving. 

How to buy your books through In Other Words:

Textbooks are available at our store in NE Portland before and after the term starts. For the first week of classes only, we bring them to the Women’s Resource Center (WRC) located on PSU Campus. The WRC is in the basement of the Montgomery Building at SW Montgomery and SW Park. We will also mail books for out of town students. We accept cash, checks, and credit cards. Most books are new and we sell used books when available. 

The Bookstore:
8 NE Killingsworth (at Williams Ave.)

503-232-6003

Monday thru Friday 
10 – 9 

Saturdays 

noon – 6

Sundays

closed 

Our Hours at the WRC:

Sept 29 
Mon
10 – 7

Sept 30
Tues 
10 – 7

Oct    1

Weds 
10 – 7

Oct
    2
Thurs 
10 – 7
Oct    3

 Fri

10 – 5

By car from PSU:  Take I-5 N to the Killingsworth and Alberta St. exit (x303). 

Stay to the right.  At the second stop sign, turn Right onto Killingsworth.

Drive about 10 blocks to Williams Ave. We are located on the right, just after the light.

By bus from PSU:  Board 40 Mocks Crest at SW 6th and Mill 

Get off at Killingsworth and Vancouver. Walk 2 blocks east to Williams. 

We are located on the right, just after the light.

Return Policy:

If you drop the class you may return your textbooks to our bookstore, for full credit, within 10 days of purchase.  They must be in new condition, and you must present proof of having dropped the class (such as a printout of the new class schedule).

Buy Back Policy: 

We will buy your used textbooks back at 20–25 % of the retail price if we are sure the book is going to be used again. Only a manager can buy back your books, so call the store ahead of time to make sure one will be there. Manager hours at In Other Words are generally 10 to 6 Mon-Fri, and noon to 3 on Saturday.  Managers may sometimes be present at the WRC. 

Feel free to contact us: textbooks@inotherwords.org, or  www.inotherwords.org

