[image: image3.jpg]


 Anthropology 366, 





Kenneth M. Ames

Mesoamerican Prehistory




Office 141-M

503-725-3049




amesk@pdx.ed
Office hours TTH 9:30 – 10:30 AM
Texts:

The Ancient Maya, by Robert J. Sharer with Loa P. Traxler.  Stanford University Press, Sixth Edition

The Lords of Tikal: Rulers of an Ancient Maya City. Peter Harrison,. Thames & Hudson

Course description


The course deals with the Prehistory of Mesoamerica: a cultural region that includes central and southern Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, and Honduras.  The class focuses on the rise of civilization there, particularly on the Maya.  Our interest in is Mesoamerican Civilization and in what causes civilizations to develop.  To this end, we will spend some time discusses theories of the origins and development of civilizations world-wide.  We will also look briefly at the Peopling of the Americas and the domestication of plants and animals in the region.  As we can, we will also examine art, architecture, and the origins of writing.  


Class assignments, etc.  All due dates are on the assignment grid.

There will be 

1. Two take home examinations, including the final.  The final is cumulative.  You will be given each test a week before it is due.  You are not required, but are encouraged to do library research for each exam.  The due dates are on the assignment matrix.  The midterm is 30%, the final 40% of your final grade

2. A map quiz.  This will take 10 minutes.  I will hand out a list of place names, then, for the quiz, hand out a blank map of Mesoamerica, and ask you to locate 10 places.  Represent 5% of the final grade

3. A comparative book review.  The library doesn’t have sufficient resource for every one to do a term paper.  This will be the subject of a separate handout.  Represents 35 % of the final grade

Take homes: Requirements for written work:

1. The take-home midterm may be no longer than 1000 words or about 5 double-spaced typed pages.  The final may be no longer than 1200 words; typed, double spaced pages.  If they are longer, I will rip the excess pages off, and then mark you down for excessive length and for leaving things out.

2. All papers are to be typed, double spaced.  They may not be hand-written.  They should have reasonable margins (1” right and left minimum).  Print sizes should be rational: 10 or 12 point will do (if you don’t understand that, it’s probably not a problem for you).

3. If you use sources other than lectures and the two texts, you must cite them in the body of the paper, and have a references cited list at the end of the paper.  The questions asked may require you to do some research.  If so, you will need to cite your sources.

4. Put your name on your paper, along with the course number, the term and year; number its pages.

5. Staple the paper together at the upper left–hand corner.  Do not waste money on nice covers or binders.  I hate them and will throw them away.  

6. Proof read your paper.  Spell checkers do not correct poor word choice, bad grammar, illogic, or lack of organization.  

7. You are graded on both content and form (66% content/33% form).  Content is basically what you say and includes the difficulty of the topic, how much thought you have put into it, are your discussions and arguments cogent, logical, clear: do you support your arguments with data; what kinds of evidence do you have, is it well integrated into the text, and the like.  Do you understand the material?  Have you thought about it?  Form includes spelling, syntax, grammar, organization (does the paper have an introduction, a body and a conclusion; do you have topic sentences for your paragraphs, transitional sentences, and so on).  Form also includes my sense of how much effort you put into the paper.  If I feel I’ve spent more time reading your essay than you spent on the entire assignment, your grade will reflect that.

8.  Essays have a pretty standard format, which includes an introduction (in which you summarize what you are going to say), the body, in which you say it, and a conclusion, in which you summarize what you said, tell the reader what your main points where and why you think they were important.

9.  When writing your paper, keep in mind a mythical being called The Reader (TR).  The Reader, not me, is your audience.  The Reader is an educated person with a basic knowledge of your subject, but who knows less about than you do, and to whom you need to explain your topic.  In other words, do not assume that “Dr. Ames knows I know this crucial information, so I don’t need to put it in,” or “he knows I know this, so I don’t need to explain it.”)  The Reader, unlike the Shadow, doesn’t know.

10. Your written work -- both in content and form -- should seem as though you take it seriously.  I do.  It usually takes me a week to 10 days to read through a class assignment.  I appreciate your patience.

Much of this sounds cranky and picky.  It is.  I spend a lot of time reading and grading papers, sometimes literally hundreds of hours in a term.  I want to be focused on what you are saying and how you are saying it, rather than wondering why I do this for a living.  

Most of this handout deals with the form of your papers.  Please remember however, that 66% of your grade is content.  A beautiful, clearly written paper with no content is just as vacuous as a sloppy paper with no content. 

You must cite your sources, including your texts and lectures. This will be discussed in class.

Grades, Incompletes, and Plagiarism:


Please note: 1) You must take all three exams to pass the class; and 2) If you are taking the class Pass/No Pass, you must have a “C” (an overall average of 75 or better) to receive a “P.”  If you have a C- (74 or lower average) at the end of the term, you will receive an NP.  This follows University policies.

University and departmental policies require a petition for an Incomplete.  I loath, abhor, detest and excoriate incompletes, so you must have an extremely good read to even ask.

The Anthropology Department has posted its policy on plagiarism on the web at http://odin.cc.pdx.edu/~b5mg/plagweb.html.  You are required to read the document and to adhere to it. 

[image: image1.jpg]



Assignments:

	Week
	Reading
	Miscellaneous
	Assignments Due

	Week 1 April 4
	Sharer, Intro, Chapter 1.

Harrison, Forward, Chapter 1
	
	

	Week 2: April 11
	Sharer Chapter.2, Harrison Chapter  2 & 3
	
	

	Week 3: April 18
	Sharer, Chapters 3 & 4]
Harrison, Chap. 4 & 5
	
	Map Quiz Tuesday April 18

	Week 4:  April 25
	Sharer, Chapters 5 & 6

Harrison, Chapter 6 & 7
	
	

	Week 5:  May 2
	Sharer, Chapter 7

Harrison, Chap. 8 & 9
	
	1ST midterm due May 4

	Week 6:  May 9
	Sharer, Chapters 8  

Harrison 10 - 12
	
	

	Week 7: May 16
	Sharer, Chapters 10
	
	

	Week 8:  May 23
	Sharer, Chapter 11
	
	Book Review Due

May 20th

	Week 9: May 30
	Sharer, Chapters 12 & 13
	May 29th school closed
	

	Week 10: June 6
	Sharer, Epilogue
	
	

	Week 11
	FINAL EXAM DUE 
	
	Thursday, June 15h, 10:15


Map Quiz

Anthropology 366

Mesoamerican Prehistory

Countries

Mexico

Guatemala

Belize

Honduras

El Salvador

Nicaragua

Costa Rica

States

Yucatan

Quintana Roo

Campeche

Chiapas

Tabasco

Oaxaca

Vera Cruz

Mexico DF

Cities

Mexico

Puebla

Oaxaca

Veracruz

Villahermosa

Merida

Guatemala

Flores

San Salvador

Mountains, Peninsulas, Isthmuses

Sierra Madre Occidental

Sierra Madre Oriental

Sierra Madre del Sur

Sierra de los Cuchumatanes

Guatemalan Highlands

Maya Mountains

Isthmus of Tehuantepec

Isthmus of Darien

Basin of Mexico

Isthmus of Panama

The Peten

Volcan Agua

Bodies of Water

Gulf of Mexico

Caribbean Sea

Gulf of Tehuantepec

Rivers/ Lakes

Rio Motagua

Rio Usumacinta

Laguna de Atitlan

Laguna de Peten

Rio de la Pasion
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