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Hacker and the Ants a Hit 

          In The Hacker and the Ants Version 2.0, by Rudy Rucker, the greatest conflict the main character, Jerzy Rugby, encounters is the development of artificially intelligent programs. In this science fiction thriller, Jerzy, a programmer for GoMotion Unlimited, spends his days hacking away in cyberspace at his office at home. All the computer programmers at GoMotion take part in what is called “the great work”. One of his colleagues, and friends at work Roger Coolidge takes a giant step towards “the great work” by creating a form of artificial intelligence, ants that function and learn in cyberspace. After these virtual ants were created they infected Jerzy's artificially intelligent robot Studly. The ants eventually corrupted Studly’s programming and he fed the ants into a futuristic system of digital televisions, or DTV’s. There are many entertaining subplots to Jerzy’s cyber-clash with Roger’s unruly artificially intelligent technology.

I recommend anyone looking to read a fascinating book to read this one, because it contains a look into our future, and offers every reader something they will like. It includes some descriptions of computer technologies, and explores many hot topics such as the growth of technology, divorce, racism, drugs, and sex.

          Rucker portrays Jerzy as a not so stereotypical computer hacker. Jerzy is a forty some odd year old divorcee that smokes marijuana and drinks alcohol when he’s not in cyberspace. He smokes marijuana to get away from the pain of being divorced, constantly having to fight off Susan Poker (a realtor that is trying to sell the house he 
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lives in), and the troubles of work at home. Jerzy wants to have fun so he looks for some pot to smoke by using his robot Studly to look for small items that might represent a roach. Rucker makes his book interesting by creating a cool character that is can relate to other people and not be associated with typical computer geeks.

          There is also a curious element of love/lust throughout the plotline. Jerzy’s divorce tends to be a thorn in his side in his endeavors to find love. When he takes a woman back to his house he is reminded of Carol, his ex-wife. His thoughts were “Don’t stop to think, Jerzy, just do!” (49). He plans to have sex with someone he met not even 2 hours ago, which is like computer geeks with the exception that computer geeks usually don’t get the girl. Jerzy picks up two women literally within minutes of each other. This book also contains a few entertaining sexual references too. In one case, after thinking about being too old to date a young Vietnamese girl he is with, he thinks to himself:

What a thing it would be to kiss Nga’s mouth. I would kiss her for a long time, and then unzip my fly. We would be parked in my car or,

even better, sitting in my home. Nga would sigh and put her tiny little hands on my penis…Soldier on, old top, soldier on. (108)

 He appears to be the opposite of a typical hacker, which would be a loser that doesn’t easily get dates with women. There are comical and romantic elements in this book that appeal toward some crowds.

Tim Wheeler, Book Review, Page 3
          Rucker goes out of his way to establish that Jerzy is an unconventional hacker. Jerzy chooses not to relate himself with other more traditional people that go to Fry’s Electronics. Jerzy thinks to himself: 

Walking into Fry’s Electronics [is] always a downer, everyone sucking down Jolt Colas and munching candy bars, no women in sight, just males- pitiful bewildered larvae from under a rock, or pompous bearded lawn-dwarves with tenor voices, or square-forehead Frankenstein monsters, or sweaty strivers with no fingernails- lumps and losers to a man. How had I ended up associated with this class of people? (11)

Rucker elaborates that Jerzy is not like the people at the peculiar freak-show that is Fry’s Electronic. He wants Jerzy to appear like a normal human being that does “cool” things like smoke pot or pick up chicks.

          A central idea this book touches on is that with the rapid progress of new technologies, we as humans rely on new technology, and few people ever take the time necessary to understand the benefits and consequences of creating the technologies. This is the backbone of the whole book compared
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to various entertaining elements. One of the dramatic side effects of creating artificially intelligent ant programs is that they could spread from the cyber world to our world. What would come about from the ants, being as artificially intelligent as they are, if someone decided to prevent the ants from mass-producing in real life? They would probably just do away with that threat to their existence. This was one thing Roger Coolidge did not consider when doing his part in “the great work”. What he did consider is that when his ants got into a public system like television and the DTV’s, he would need someone to blame for the mess that would come about from the ants, and not be affiliated with GoMotion.
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