Last of the
Clingit Sealers

Harpoons fly and an oldtime Indian recalls
the dangerous days of yore as a band of

hunters on the Northwest coast put out for

a final go at the fur seal

M Kare W. I\}:f;\'{nx

Wildiife Biologist, U. 8. Fish ond Wildlife Servies
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< HermaN Kirka, best of the surviving Tlinwit
sealers. standing in the how of his skiff while his
oarsman brings the boat into striking position.
When a seal is speared. the head of the harpoon.
with line attached. is pulled free from the shaft.
which floats away and is later recovered.
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