SOCIOLOGY 302 WINTER 2012 – COMBINED QUIZ #4 and MID-TERM #1
DUE FEBRUARY 20, 2012
1. Now familiar with P. Collins’ perspective, we can conclude that in discussing identity politics West and Zimmerman argue for what amounts to an intersectionality of sex, sex category, and gender.  Using the following continua, place a mark where you would locate each and briefly describe your rationale for doing so. (12 pts)


SEX 


SEX CATEGORY



GENDER

2. What does Smith mean when she proposes that it is the “new materialism” of fact and texts (rather than Marx’s “old materialism” of commodification) that produces alienation and objectification? (6 pts)
3. From Smith’s perspective and based on your own experience what would you suggest to use in class as a good example:  (a) of a FACT?  (b) of a TEXT? (6 pts)

4. What does Smith describe as the “fault line” and to what extent do you see this phenomenon still in effect? (6 pts)

5. In essence what reasoning do you see behind P. Collins’ argument that for Black women “re-articulation” makes more sense than “consciousness raising”? (6 pts)

6. Working with P. Collins’ conceptual framework, how would you list (ala a status-set) or narratively describe your most complex social intersectionality? (4 pts)

7. Read through the accompanying summary time-line of events that have
   occurred in Egypt during the early days of the “Arab Spring” of 2011.


(a) Then write a brief statement in the form of a memo with bulleted points which 
      illustrates some of the significant principles or elements of the various 
      conflict theories we have been studying during this section. (6 pts)

(b) How would you analyze and then summarize this situation using Blau’s 
      analysis of the De-Legitimation of Social Power as discussed in class and in 
      the text. What predictions (if any) does your analysis lead to…? (6 pts)

(c) What aspects of Collins’ Interaction Ritual Chains do you see playing a part 
      or finding expression in these events? (6 pts)


Reuters’ timeline of events in Egypt between 1/25/11 and 2/8/11:

Jan. 25 - Thousands of Egyptians demand an end to President Hosni Mubarak's rule and clash with police in a "Day of Wrath" of anti-government demonstrations inspired by the downfall of Tunisia's President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali on Jan. 14.

Jan. 26 - In unprecedented scenes, police fight with thousands of Egyptians who defy a government ban to protest against Mubarak's rule. Security forces arrest about 500 demonstrators over the two days.

Jan. 27 - Mohamed ElBaradei, Nobel Peace Laureate, reform campaigner and former head of the IAEA, arrives in Cairo.

Jan. 28 - At least 24 people are killed and more than 1,000 injured in clashes throughout Egypt. Mubarak extends a curfew to all cities.
-- Mubarak orders troops and tanks into cities overnight to quell demonstrations. Thousands cheer at the news of the intervention of the army, which is seen as neutral, unlike the police who are regularly deployed to stifle dissent.

Jan. 29 - Mubarak sacks his cabinet but refuses to step down. Protesters stream back into Cairo's central Tahrir Square in the early hours after Mubarak's announcement.
-- Mubarak names intelligence chief Omar Suleiman as vice-president.
-- Thousands of protesters continue to roam the streets after a curfew starts. Egyptians form vigilante groups to guard property against looters.

Jan. 31 - Egypt's army says it will not use force against Egyptians staging protests. It says freedom of expression is guaranteed to all citizens using peaceful means.
-- Egypt swears in a new government. Suleiman says Mubarak has asked him to start dialogue with all political forces
-- Thousands in Tahrir Square hours after curfew, in a good-natured gathering, call for the president to quit.

Feb. 1 - Mubarak declares he will surrender power when his term ends in September, offering a mixture of concessions and defiance in a televised statement.
-- Around 1 million Egyptians protest throughout the country for Mubarak to step down immediately.

Feb. 2 - The army calls for protesters to leave the streets and curfew hours are eased. Crowds gather in Tahrir Square for a ninth day of protest, rejecting Mubarak's timetable to leave.
-- Troops make no attempt to intervene as violence breaks out between pro- and anti-Mubarak groups in Tahrir Square. Anti-government protesters say the attackers were police in civilian clothes.
-- A Foreign Ministry statement rejects U.S. and European calls for political transition to start immediately.

Feb. 3 - Gunmen fire on anti-government protesters in Cairo, where about 10 are killed and more than 830 injured in fighting. The U.N. estimates that 300 people have died in the unrest.
-- In the northeast, 4,000 people march in Suez calling for Mubarak to step down.

Feb 4 - Thousands of Egyptians gather in Tahrir Square to again press for an end to Mubarak's rule, in what they call the "Day of Departure".

Feb. 5 - Gamal Mubarak, son of the president, resigns from the leadership of Egypt's ruling party.

Feb. 6 - Opposition groups, including the banned Muslim Brotherhood, hold talks with the government, chaired by the vice-president. They say a core demand for the removal of Mubarak is not met. The sides agree to draft a road map for talks and a committee is set up to study constitutional issues.
-- Thousands gather in Tahrir Square joining noon prayers to honour "martyrs" killed in the bloodshed.

Feb. 7 - MENA reports Mubarak has set up two committees to draw up changes to the constitution.
-- Opposition figures report little progress in talks with the government. The Muslim Brotherhood says it could quit the process if demands are not met, including the immediate exit of Mubarak.

Feb. 8 - Vice President Suleiman says Egypt has a timetable for the peaceful transfer of power. He promises no reprisals against the protesters.
-- Protesters camped in Tahrir Square accuse the government of playing for time and swear they will not give up until the current "half revolution" is complete.

8. Set aside some time to sit down with this section. On the following page you will notice a draw a line down the middle, with two headings: Pro and Con. Select a real decision or choice that you are currently faced with and actually go through the process Benjamin Franklin described in this letter to Joseph Priestly in 1772: 

                                          ----------------------------------------------------------                                                
Dear Sir,
 
In the Affair of so much Importance to you, wherein you ask my Advice, I cannot for want of sufficient Premises, advise you what to determine, but if you please I will tell you how. 

When these difficult Cases occur, they are difficult chiefly because while we have them under Consideration all the Reasons pro and con are not present to the Mind at the same time; but sometimes one Set present themselves, and at other times another, the first being out of Sight. Hence the various Purposes or Inclinations that alternately prevail, and the Uncertainty that perplexes us. To get over this, my Way is, to divide half a Sheet of Paper by a Line into two Columns, writing over the one Pro, and over the other Con. Then during three or four Days Consideration I put down under the different Heads short Hints of the different Motives that at different Times occur to me for or against the Measure. When I have thus got them all together in one View, I endeavour to estimate their respective Weights; and where I find two, one on each side, that seem equal, I strike them both out: If I find a Reason pro equal to some two Reasons con, I strike out the three. If I judge some two Reasons con equal to some three Reasons pro, I strike out the five; and thus proceeding I find at length where the Ballance lies; and if after a Day or two of farther Consideration nothing new that is of Importance occurs on either side, I come to a Determination accordingly. 

And tho' the Weight of Reasons cannot be taken with the Precision of Algebraic Quantities, yet when each is thus considered separately and comparatively, and the whole lies before me, I think I can judge better, and am less likely to take a rash Step; and in fact I have found great Advantage from this kind of Equation, in what may be called Moral or Prudential Algebra.

 Wishing sincerely that you may determine for the best, I am ever, my dear Friend, Yours most affectionately 

B. Franklin
                                           --------------------------------------------------------

After you have listed your reasons in this real life exercise (a process that should bear some relation to the principles of exchange and rational choice theory) write down your reflections that (a) describe what you experienced in the process of doing it and then (b) assess/evaluate how useful this exercise was (in terms of exchange/rational choice theory) in helping you in making your decision or choice. (You might even want to make your assessment using the Pro/Con method itself!) (c) Did you find any place for Collins’ emotional energy in your reflections? What, if anything, does this add to, compliment, or contrast with your thinking regarding your decision? (7 pts)
Note: these self-observations are, of course, the crux of your discussion in #8; we are not so much interested in the activity of doing the exercise, but of what your reflexive/
reflective insights tells about exchange/rational choice theory as you look back at the process.
Accompanying List of Reasons
	PRO
	CON
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