
Historical Typology – Types of Society 
 
 

GEMEINSCHAFT Ferdinand Tonnies GESELLSCHAFT 
  Theological  
         Metaphysical 

August Comte 
  Positivist - 
               Scientific 

  Militaristic Herbert Spencer   Industrial 
  Feudalism Karl Marx   Capitalism 
  Mechanical 
            Solidarity 

Emile Durkheim 
  Organic 
            Solidarity 

  Traditional Max Weber   Rational-Legal 
  Subjective Culture 
        (more life) 

Georg Simmel 
  Objective Culture 
     (more-than life) 

  Primary Group Chicago School   Secondary Group 
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Mechanical (Emile Durkheim) Organic 
Traditional (Max Weber) Bureaucratic 
Subjective Culture (Georg Simmel) Objective Culture 
Primary Group (Chicago School) Secondary Group 



 

 
PARSONS’ PATTERN VARIABLES 

Affectivity  Affective Neutrality 
Diffuseness  Specificity 
Particularism  Universalism 
Ascription  Achievement 
Collective Orientation  Self Orientation 
 


