Sociology 301 
Foundations of Sociology I, Fall 2011

~ Working Schedule with Assignment Dates ~

A=Allan’s The Social Lens
F=Fargonis’ Readings in Social Theory

Note the Additional Readings listed on the On-line Schedule

	Unit/Dates
	Topics
	Readings
	Class Assignments

	1
	Sep 26 M
Sep 28 W
 Oct  3 M
	Introduction

Berger, Spencer
(Comte, Martineau)
	Introductory Materials
On-line
A: Chapter 1 & 2
F: pp. 1-14, pp. 275-287
	In-class QUIZ #1 – Oct 5
ESSAY QUESTION #1 
out – Oct 3, due in – Oct 10
CORE IDEAS #1 – Oct 10



	2
	
 Oct  5 W
Oct 10 M
Oct 12 W
	Karl Marx
	A: Chapter 3
F: pp. 29-50
additional materials on-line
	In-class MARX QUIZ (#2) – Oct 17
MARX ESSAY QUESTION (#2)
out – Oct 12, due in – Oct 17
MARX CORE IDEAS (#2) – Oct 17



	3
	
 Oct 17 M
Oct 19 W
Oct 24 M
	
Emile Durkheim


	A: Chapter 5
F: pp. 51-71
additional materials on-line
	In-class DURKHEIM QUIZ (#3) – Oct 31
DURKHEIM ESSAY QUESTION (#3)
out – Oct 24, due in – Oct 31
DURKHEIM CORE IDEAS (#3) – Oct 31



	4
	Oct 26 W
Oct 31 M 
Nov 2 W
	Max Weber
	A: Chapter 4
F: pp. 73-110
additional materials on-line
	In-class WEBER QUIZ (#4) – Nov 7
WEBER ESSAY QUESTION (#4)
out – Nov 2, due in – Nov 7
WEBER CORE IDEAS (#4) – Nov 7



	5
	Nov  7 M
Nov  9 W
Nov 14 M
	Talcott Parsons
Robert K. Merton
	A: Chapter 8
F: pp. 157-159,  pp. 167-192, 
 pp. 159-167
additional materials on-line
	
In-class P-M QUIZ (#5) – Nov 21
P-M ESSAY QUESTION (#5)
out – Nov 14, due in – Nov 21
P-M CORE IDEAS (#5) – Nov 21



	6
	Nov 16 W
	Georg Simmel
	A: Chapter 6
F: pp. 111-125
additional materials on-line
	In-class Simmel-Chi QUIZ (#6) – Nov 29
Simmel-Chi ESSAY QUESTION (#6)
out – Nov 21, due in – Nov 29
Simmel-Chi CORE IDEAS (#6) – Nov 29



	7
	
Nov 21 M

	
The Chicago School

	Primary materials on-line
	

	8
	Nov 29 M

Dec   1 W
	
W.E.B. Du Bois
George H. Mead

	A: Chapter 7, 6
F: pp. 139-154; 127-137,
additional materials on-line
	In-class Du Bois-Mead QUIZ (#7) – Dec 1
Du Bois-Mead ESSAY QUESTION (#7)
out – Dec 1, due in – Dec 6
Du Bois-Mead CORE IDEAS (#7) – Dec 6



	9
	
Dec   6 T
4:30 pm

	ALL FINAL MATERIALS  DUE IN DEPARTMENT OFFICE CRAMER HALL 217
	FINAL ESSAY QUESTIONS
+ any EXTRA CREDIT


NOTE: all “additional materials on-line” are available at: http://web.pdx.edu/~tothm/theory

Sociology 301 – Fall 2011
Instructor: Michael A. Toth, Ph.D., Office: 217U Cramer Hall,  
Office Hours: by appointment  (email or phone ahead)

Office Phone: (503) 725-8368, email: tothm@pdx.edu
TEACHING ASSISTANT: Jeff Shelton
email: jshelton@pdx.edu
 

COURSE ACTIVITY & READING SCHEDULES

Mon/Weds 4:40 – 6:30 pm 

SH 244
After today’s class (9/28) we will meet 17 more times.  During these meetings we cover a number of theorists, making a passing acquaintance with some (e.g. Comte, Martineau, Spencer), closer attention to others (e.g. Berger, Du Bois) and paying particular attention to the work of these major figures – 
1) October 5, 10, 12: Karl Marx
2) October 17, 19, 24: Emile Durkheim
3) October 26, 31, November 2: Max Weber
4) November 7, 9, 14: Talcott Parsons and Robert Merton
5) November 16: Georg Simmel
6) November 28, 30: the Chicago School and George H. Mead

As you will have noted on both the syllabus and the web site, the course is divided up into 7 units and the requirements which follow are related to each unit. With some exceptions, most of these assignments attach primarily to the major figures identified above. 
#1) reading quiz: Toward the end of each unit I will ask you to complete a brief “quick check on your reading quiz” of approximately 5 questions which will be returned to you at a subsequent class session (with the exception of the last class). If taken at a later time full credit will not be possible.
#2) solo core ideas: As you read and review the various course materials, you should identify for yourself 3 to 5 major points that you believe capture the theorist’s major points, essential insights, or key ideas—the core learnings you will want to take from their work, what you see as their distinctive contribution to the conceptual toolbox of sociological theory. This will, in part, serve you as a cumulative distillation of the course content.
#3) brief essay questions: At the end of each unit I will hand out one or more brief essay questions drawing heavily on the assigned readings in the Farganis text. You will select one and formulate a meaningful and insightful answer of no more than 3 pages to be turned in at the beginning of the next scheduled class session. 

#4) group discussion: At the beginning of that first class session (following the previous unit) you will meet with a small group of your fellow students with a copy of your core ideas and your completed essay question to collaborate together for 15-20 minutes in sharing your ideas, interpretations, and insights in response to a prompt provided at that time that should provide some structure to your discussion. There will be an opportunity at the end of that discussion period to share something of relevance from the rest of the class. Credit based on attendance.
#5) final essay questions: At the end of the last class of the term I will hand out a final exam which will consist of a short set of essay questions from which you will be able to choose a subset you wish to answer. (Together with the required essay question for that unit as described in #3 above, you will therefore be turning in a small number of brief essay questions.)  The final will be due in my department office mailbox no later than 4:30 pm on December 6.  There will be no in-class final during finals week.

Extra Credit:
You may turn in a collection of three separate newspaper or newsmagazine articles each of which contains a specific illustration, aspect, or example of three of the theories we will have studied, one theory for each article. 

Extra, Extra Credit:

You may turn in one news article examined from the perspectives of three different theories, demonstrating how each different theory would tender a different insight, explanation, or illustration of that theory.

More information on the extra credit options will be provided toward the end of the course.

Tracking This Work:
	Assignment (#)
	Pts Possible
	Max pts Possible
	Total pts Possible

	#1 reading quizzes (7)
	5
	35
	35

	#2 solo core ideas (7)
	10
	70
	70

	#3 brief essay questions (7)
	15
	105
	105

	#4 group discussion (7)
	5
	35
	35

	#5 final essay questions (4-5)
	11-13
	55
	55

	Complete:
	300


The likely grade distribution:

A/A-   from 300 to 270 pts

B+/B/B-  from 269 to 240 pts

C+/C/C-  from 239 to 209 pts

D…well, let’s hope we don’t have to go here…

Extra credits completions (if they’re well done) may perhaps boost your final grade upward as much as (but no more than) half a grade.
