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	Quiz & Essay Questions

For

W.E.B. DuBois & Geo. H. Mead
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1. According to Allan, DuBois is concerned with “the slippery slope” of generalizations that lead to stereotypes, although it is not possible to function without them.  How would you describe this paradox?
2. In what ways do you think “theories of difference” are important in establishing your own self-definitions and sense of identity?
3. Perhaps DuBois’ most important contribution to sociological theory is his idea of “double consciousness.” How would you explain this concept in one sentence or two?
4. In writing about DuBois, Allan suggests that he distinguishes between structural
 oppression, which involves ____  and cultural oppression which involves ____.
[select the best single answer for each blank]

a) economic institutions
c) political influence

b) radio & tv stations

d) symbols and meanings


e) socialism


f) capitalism

5. In one precise sentence explain what G. H. Mead thinks the mind is.  
6. According to Mead, (a) what is a self-referential symbol and (b) why is it so 
important to have one?  


                                              

7. Fill in the missing terms in the following sentence (pay attention to the syntax):  

In his discussion of the Self Mead suggests that the Me is closely related to the 

The (a)“______________________________  Other,” develops out of earlier experiences
  
with one or more (b)“_________________________________  Others.”  In this process the 

(c)“_______________________________________________ Other” is preceded by the 

pleasurable activities of (d) ________________ followed by (e) ____________________.                               

