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Take home Essay Questions for Max Weber

Pessimism: a lack of hope or confidence in the future; a tendency to stress the negative or unfavorable or to take the gloomiest possible view.

Irony: Poignantly contrary to what was expected or intended; actions taken have an effect exactly opposite from what was intended.
1. Armed with the definitions above, utilize them to discuss John Wesley’s quote on 
    page 80 in the Fargonis text.
----------------------------------------
2. Weber (and your instructor) make much of the distinctions between Traditional, 
    Charismatic, and Rational-Legal ideal-types of authority. We have noted that the 
    purpose of ideal types is to enable us to make sense of a world that is messier and 
    more ambiguous than that. 
    Chose one of the following:

    a) Select one well-known public leader that you are (or can become) familiar with and 
        elaborate on his or her authority in terms of how it has (or doesn’t have) elements 
        of all three ideal types.
    b) Select three different well-known public leaders that you are (or can become) 
        familiar with and illustrate how each one’s authority tends to illustrate or 
        exemplify one of the three different ideal types.

3. a) What do you see as the major shift that Weber identifies in the historical 
        development of Western society (and very likely ultimately the world)?  

    b) Identify at least one recent event in the national or international news which 
        supports Weber’s contention, and explain how this illustrates the shift you 
        have just described.

