A Severely Abbreviated Synopsis of African-American History

c.1517 ( Black plantation slavery begins in the New World; ( in 1619 it begins in what becomes the U.S.
1793 ( Introduction of the Cotton Gin enables the south to become a one-crop region heavily dependent on slaves for labor. ( Congress passes the first Fugitive Slave Act, making it a crime to harbor an escaped slave or to interfere with his or her arrest.

1808 ( Congress prohibits the importation of African slaves into the U.S.

1810 ( 3rd U.S. Census shows a population of 7.2 million including 1.2 million slaves.

1817 ( The American Colonization Society is established to transport freeborn blacks and emancipated slaves to Africa, leading to what becomes the Republic of Liberia in 1847.

1820 ( The Missouri Compromise provides for Missouri to be admitted to the Union as a slave state, Maine as a free state, and western territories north of Missouri's southern border to be free soil.

1857 ( In the Dred Scott decision, U.S. Supreme Court legalizes slavery in all the terri-tories, holding that a Negro slave's residence in free territory does not make him free. 

( Missouri Compromise declared unconstitutional saying that Congress had no right to prohibit slavery in the territories.

1861 ( The Civil War begins in Charleston, S.C., as Confederates fire on Fort Sumter.

1863 ( President Abraham Lincoln signs the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1.

1865 ( The Civil War ends on April 26, with the surrender of Generals Lee & Johnston.

( Congress establishes the U.S. Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands to aid four million black Americans in transition from slavery to freedom.

1866 ( 14th Amendment passes securing the civil rights of Negroes. ( The states of the former Confederacy pass "black code" laws to replace the social controls removed by the Emancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth Amendment.

1866 ( The U.S. Army forms the first all-black cavalry & infantry regiments.
1869 ( 15th Amendment passes stating that right to vote shall not be denied because of race, color or previous condition of servitude.

1877 ( Reconstruction ends as the last Federal troops are withdrawn. Southern conservatives regain control of their state governments through fraud, violence, and intimidation.

1880 – 1930 At least 2,462 African-American men, women and children killed in racial incidents, especially lynchings.

1896 ( In Plessy vs. Ferguson the U. S. Supreme Court established "separate but equal" as being constitutional.

1909 ( National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) formed.

1919 ( During the "Red Summer" following World War I, 13 days of racial violence on the South Side of Chicago leave 23 blacks and 15 whites dead, 537 people injured, and 1,000 black families homeless.

1925 ( In an era when Ku Klux Klan membership exceeds 4,000,000 nationally, a parade of 50,000 unmasked members takes place in Washington, D.C.

1932 ( In Tuskegee, Ala., the U.S. Public Health Service begins examining untreated syphilis in black men, not telling them of their syphilis or their participation in the 40-year study.

1947 ( Jackie Robinson first black baseball player in the major leagues.

1948 ( President Truman desegregates the U. S. Armed Forces.

1954 ( On May 17 the U.S. Supreme Court rules unanimously in Brown v. Board of Education that racial segregation in public schools violates the Fourteenth Amendment.

1955 ( Lynchings continue in the South with brutal slaying of 14-year-old Emmett Till.
( Rosa Parks refuses to surrender her bus seat leading to the Montgomery bus boycott.
1957 ( The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is established by the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. ( Unsucessful in persuading Governor Faubus to give up efforts to block desegregation at Central High School President Eisenhower orders federal troops into Little Rock, Ark.

1960 ( The sit-in movement is launched at Greensboro, N.C., when black college students insist on service at a local segregated lunch counter.

1961 ( The Freedom Rides, sponsored by CORE, encounter overwhelming violence, particularly in Ala., leading to federal intervention. 

1963 ( In Birmingham, Ala., Police Commissioner "Bull" Connor uses water hoses and dogs against civil-rights protesters, increasing pressure on President Kennedy to act.

( M. L. King, Jr., writes "Letter from a Birmingham Jail" to eight clergymen who attacked his role in Birmingham. Widely reprinted, it becomes a classic of protest literature. ( The Civil Rights Movement reaches its climax with a massive march on Washington, D.C. Among the themes of the march was a demand for passage of the Civil Rights Act.

1964 ( Malcolm X leaves the Nation of Islam, forming of his own religious organization. He makes pilgrimage to Mecca, modifying his views on black separatism on his return.

( President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act into law, giving federal government power to prevent racial discrimination in employment, voting, and the use of public facilities.

( Martin Luther King, Jr., is awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in Oslo, Norway.

1966 ( The Black Panther Party is founded in Oakland, Calif., by Huey Newton and Bobby Seale, with the purpose of protecting residents from acts of police brutality.

( Stokely Carmichael, chairman of the SCLC, chooses to use the phrase "black power" at a rally during the James Meredith March that summer in Mississippi. ( The African-American holiday of Kwanzaa, patterned after African harvest festivals, is created.
1967 ( Heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali refuses to submit to induction into the armed forces. Convicted of violating the Selective Service Act, Ali is barred from the ring and stripped of his title.

1968 ( On April 4 the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., is assassinated in Memphis, Tenn. The assassination is followed by a week of rioting in 125 cities across the nation.

1975 ( Elijah Muhammad, leader of the Nation of Islam, dies. Minister Louis Farrakhan reclaims and rebuilds the Nation of Islam.

1978 ( In Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, the Supreme Court rules against fixed racial quotas but upholds the use of race as a factor in making decisions on admissions for professional schools.

1989 ( President George Bush nominates Colin Powell chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, making him the first black officer to hold the highest military post in the United States.

1992 ( Riots break out in Los Angeles, sparked by the acquittal of four white police officers caught on videotape beating Rodney King, a black motorist. The riots cause at least 55 deaths and $1 billion in damage.

